
at the Slice of Shoreview July 26-28th
Shoreview His tor i ca l  Soc ie ty

This presentation will discuss the first road, the
Stillwater Anoka Territorial Road, to pass through
this area in 1850. It spanned the 32 miles from
Stillwater, around the north end of White Bear Lake
and on to Anoka right through what is now North
Oaks and Shoreview. Ramsey County built a branch
road from the area near what is now the 96 and 35W
interchange due west to the thriving Banfill Inn,
located on the Mississippi River in Fridley.

According to the 1850 Federal Census, the entire
Minnesota Territory, which included parts of what is
now North and South Dakota and Iowa, had only
6,077 people, not counting the Native Americans.
There were only 9 Counties, and most of people
were in Stillwater (900), St. Paul (1,500) and the
Town of St Anthony, later Minneapolis (900), as
noted on this map. These were not counties as we
currently think of them. Ramsey County for instance,
ran from St. Paul to north of Mille Lacs Lake. 
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The Banfill Trail: What it Was, the Route it Took...and Other Bits of Local History

Louis Hill Jr. Sign on East
Oaks Road

Stillwater - 1873 

Banfill Inn 
(Undated Photo)

Andrew & Frances
Trojanowski Farm

Slice of

July 26-28, 2024
iewShore   

Come visit our Shoreview Historical Society Booth at the
Slice of Shoreview, July 26-28th. 

This year’s booth will feature 
1920’s-40’s farms of Shoreview.
Learn something about life in 
the Shoreview area before 
Shoreview became a city, 
connect with others who are 
interested in Shoreview history, 
and learn about upcoming events
and activities of SHS. We would 
love to meet  or reconnect with you!

More information at sliceofshoreview.com

The Banfill Trail:  St. Croix River to Mississippi River
Presenter: Paul Dickson

September 15th, 2024 | 2-4PM
Shoreview Library

E V E N T



In celebration of Shoreview’s 50th year, the SHS contacted
author John Koblas in 2007 to put together Reflections of
Shoreview. This book would contain stories and memories of
many Shoreview residents.
 

Luckily, Shoreview resident Jim Radford reached out to the
SHS and offered to professionally record these interviews.
 

As I look at the list of interviews, many of which I conducted
personally, the memories wash over me nostalgically. I
remember sitting at a picnic table at Snail Lake Park with
Betty Connors, the childhood friend of Francine Sawyer.
Francine was the daughter of Harry Sawyer, whose gangster
connections are well documented.
 

I sat with the late George Verley in front of the Gospel Hill
Camp as he told of going from being a mission kid to running
the camp as the director. And soon the Gyro Lodge, Gospel
Hill Camp’s first building, was no more.
 

SHS Vice President Lu Slaten shared stories of Lake Owasso
and her family’s connection to it. Dave Guerin talked fondly
of his grandfather’s gas station - the station that is now
preserved at the Lepak/Larson Heritage Park.
 

Dorothy Sina, Jack Bussiere, Julie Carlson had memories of
Turtle Lake.
 

We have interviews with former mayors and council
members, stories about 4H, the Turtleman, the SV roller rink
and much more. Victoria Valley Apple Orchard and Kozlak’s
Royal Oak Restaurant were remembered fondly by their
owners.
 

Sadly, many of our interviewees have died, but thanks to a
grant from the Shoreview Community Foundation, their
memories live on. We will have these tapes reformatted and
they will become available via our website. 

Pam Vincent, our Shoreview Historical Society 
Secretary, began a quest a few months ago looking into
families that lived on Lake Owasso in the early 50's and 60's.
Pam did a lot of networking to connect with family and
friends who knew these families, with the hope of
interviewing them regarding their family history in Mounds
View Township, now Shoreview. 

Family information gathered led to several of them being
members of the Lake Owasso Garden Club (LOGC). From
there, she began to research the garden club. Pam
contacted Beth Oelke, a member since 1970. 
Beth reached out to Irene 
Brink, the President of the 
Club, to see if they had infor-
mation history as it began 
in 1946. Irene stated they had 
all of their history information 
in storage but it had not been 
scanned. 

Since SHS didn't have an 
archive file for them, Pam 
asked Irene if she could scan 
their files. This scanning project 
would be a fantastic "win-win" 
for us both, as neither had digital records of their history.
Irene presented this collaboration effort to their Club
board members: Vice President Vatsala Menom, Treasuer
Dick Day, and Secretary Theresa Malone. The project was
approved, and Pam scanned the LOGC documents from
1946 to 2023. Their membership dues in 1950 were $1.50
a year and had 30 members. 

The Club has entered annual flower shows since 1946 to
the present and many have been 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
winners. We're excited to learn more about the Lake
Owasso Garden Club and how important they are in our
community!

Correction: In our spring newsletter, we advertised three publications
that are available for purchase at City Hall. The price of the “People and
Places” historical driving tour of Shoreview booklet is available for $5.00.

to all SHS members for another successful gathering
in April at our membership breakfast!
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by Jacci Krebsbach
SHS President

When History Lives On A Blossoming Story:
The Lake Owasso Garden Club

-Article submitted by Pam Vincent

If a picture is worth a thousand words,
imagine the value of 35 individually
recorded interviews with  some

Shoreview residents reflecting on Shoreview’s history.
Priceless!!

The Club’s First
Yearbook (1949-1950)

You can also buy
one at

The Slice of
Shoreview!

Members of the
SHS Board

Treble Tones Women’s
Chorus Performs



What has been the most challenging moment for the band as a
whole?
 

The time of the COVID pandemic was absolutely the most
challenging time for the SNLVB. As with other organizations, all
activity stopped immediately. Of course, we had the monetary
struggles of having to pay our bills without any concert income,
but beyond that, our members discovered how much the SNLVB
meant to them personally. For many SNLVB members, the
weekly rehearsals and the focus on attaining a common goal of
giving a public concert is an important part of their social life.
Music is an immensely social activity; it's a group activity. Unless
a musician specializes as a soloist, he/she can't simply play their
part on their own in a way that is fulfilling. It takes everyone
playing their part to make the music come alive. That was lost to
us for almost two full years. It was very difficult.
 
How many members do 
you currently have?
 

We typically have around 
85 members during our 
formal concert season, 
which runs from Sept-
ember through April. We 
have 50-65 members 
during the summer season. 
At our largest, we had 
110 members in 2002.

Which musician/player has the longest tenure?
 

The longest tenured member is one of our Euphonium players,
Tom Lemke. He joined the SNLVB as one of the original 12
members in the summer of 1994.
 
Is there a skill or experience level to be a band member?
 

To be a member of the SNLVB, you must play a wind band
instrument and be able to perform at a high school level of
competency on the instrument.
 
Has the type of music changed over these 30 years?                            
 

The SNLVB has always performed a genre of music from classical
transcriptions to current movie and musical music, and
everything in between. That is perhaps the biggest draw for our
audiences; the wide variety of music that we perform ensures
that our concerts will have something for everyone to enjoy.

of Music
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Getting to know our Shoreview Northern Lights
Variety Band & President Alex Kahler

by Lu Slaten

Have 30 years gone by quickly?
 
For me, personally, reaching the 30th 
anniversary year of the band has come 
more quickly than I expected. I joined 
the band in fall of 2000. The band was 
only six years old at that time. Members 
of the band were just beginning to discuss how the 10th
anniversary year would be here soon. As I think back to
that time, the 30th anniversary was not on anyone's radar.
In some ways, the band does feel 30 years old, but in many
ways, we still operate like we are a new band and it feels
like the time has flown by. 
 
What have been some memorable, embarrassing or
entertaining moments? 
 

At the top of our memorable moments is definitely when
the SNLVB traveled to Germany during the summer of
2015. We toured Germany, Austria, and the Czech
Republic. The main focus of our trip was to visit Einhausen,
Germany as it is the Sister Sister to Shoreview, MN. We
collaborated with SESCA during our planning phases. We
performed with the Einhausen Musikcorps, which is
Einhausen’s community band. This trip had been a dream
for many members of the band, and it was truly amazing to
have it become a reality.
 
We have been fortunate to have a few "milestones" in the
short history of the SNLVB. In celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of the City of Shoreview, MN in 2007, the
SNLVB commissioned a new piece from composer Steven
Reineke. At that time, he was Associate Conductor of the
Cincinnati Pops. He was considered an "up and coming"
composer and the SNLVB had performed a couple of his
pieces. We were thrilled when he accepted our
commission. Steven traveled to Shoreview for our spring
concert that year and conducted the premier of the piece.
It has been wonderful to watch his career take off. He is
now Music Director of The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall,
Principal Pops Conductor of the National Symphony
Orchestra at the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts, and Principal Pops Conductor of the
Houston Symphony and Toronto Symphony Orchestra. (Note: this article was edited due to space.)

T h e
S h o r e v i e w

N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s
V a r i e t y  B a n d  w i l l

p e r f o r m  i n  t h e
S l i c e  o f
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Greg Hanold, son of former Shoreview Mayor,
Kenneth Hanold passed away in October 2023, at
the age of 69 in Connecticut. Greg's cousin, Patty
Fellner and husband Steve have donated $75 to
the Shoreview Historical Society in his memory.

Greg's mother, Vicki, was a Kurkowski and that
family was honored in 2009 as the Shoreview
Heritage Family of the Year.
.

Tours of the Lepak/Larson 
House begin Summer 2024! 

If you have any questions, contact us at
info@shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org

Behind-the-Scenes of Our Newsletters

As many of our longtime SHS members have noticed, there is a change in our newsletters. We have transitioned to an all-color
format, and we feature more photos as well. Let’s meet the people behind the journey!

The SHS Board meets to discuss some potential stories for the upcoming addition. After the articles have been written, they
are submitted to Jane Ullmann-Bester for proof and editing. This is crucial for the finished product. After that, all the photos
and articles are sent to Jen Leach and she works her magic by putting all the submissions into a pleasurable format as well as
making sure everything fits! 

The newsletter draft is then sent back to the SHS Board for proofing on content and when it has been finalized, the final draft is
sent to Allegra printing and 500 copies of the newsletter are printed.

When the newsletter is completed, a digital copy is sent to all SHS members and hard copies are delivered to the Community
Center, City Hall, the Shoreview Library, all Shoreview schools and to many senior centers in the community. Copies are also
distributed to retail locations and some apartment complexes. 

And then the process starts all over again with many hands making the work lighter!

A Labor of Love:

More Information
SHS MEMBERSHIP FORM - JOIN TODAY!

Meetings of the SHS Board of 
Directors take place on the second 
Monday of each month at 5 pm at the
Lepak/Larson house (1170 Lepak Court,
Shoreview). If you plan to attend, please
email: info@shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org or
phone 651-303-4667.

One 
last 
note...
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G o  p a p e r l e s s  b y
r e g i s t e r i n g  o n l i n e :
s h o r e v i e w h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y . o r g

In Memoriam

Donate Now!
(tax deductible)

              to everyone who has renewed their SHS membership for 2024!
Welcome to Our Newest Members: Bill Haralson, Cory Springhorn, Richard
Haskett, Brian Slipka, Applewood Pointe of Shoreview, Eric Seabloom, Mary
Seabloom, John Hoppe. Lana McKinney (Karth), Braden Block and Beth Blick.

Thanks

Take a
Tour

The Friends of 

Shoreview History

Facebook page now 

has over 1,845 members!

https://shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org/
mailto:info@shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org

