
 

To date, we have purchased a sink, refrigerator, end table, a sewing machine and a trunk. Among

our donations are a washstand (see accompanying story below), a couch, chair, another washstand,

and a kitchen stove. We have received a toaster and some kitchen items also. Future furniture

donations include a hexagon table, table lamp and a floor model radio and possibly a telephone. It

is exciting to see the house become a home! If you are interested in making a donation, email:

info@shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org and please include photos. It is exciting to anticipate

conducting tours through the home and also planning events on the beautiful grounds. The offices

of the SHS are located upstairs at the house and we are diligently organizing our paperwork and

files - if you would like to put in some volunteer hours for scanning and sorting, please reach out -

jaccikrebsbach@comcast.net.

Happy Spring!
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As you may have noticed, the focus of the Shoreview Historical Society has had

major changes in right direction. As soon as we learned that we would be

housed at the historic Lepak/Larson house and would be creating the three

lower level rooms as a typical 1930’s farmhouse, we hit the ground running. We

are so grateful to the City of Shoreview for repairing the damaged exterior and

painting the interior with period paint colors. We are fortunate to have former

board member Nancy Cyr as our historical consultant. She is knowledgeable

about being historically correct with our acquisitions. 

SHOREVIEWS
Spring Is Here: Shoreview Comes Alive

Washs tand ,  Bas i l  and  Ewer  -  donated  by  
Bev  Seab loom.  Thi s  washs tand  was  used  in  a  bedroom

of  a  home  that  d id  not  have  running  water .  Bev ’ s
mother  would  carry  hot  water  in  the  ewer  ups ta ir s  to

Bev ’ s  bedroom and pour  i t  in  the  bowl  for  morning
washing  up .  Towel s  were  hung  on  the  rack .  

Thank  you ,  Bev ,  f or  the  donat ion!

Antique
Washstand
Finds New 

Life at
the Larson/Lepak
House

by Jacci Krebsbach, SHS President
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1991 - Shoreview Historical Society was formed after a call from then Mayor Dick Wedell

1992 - SHS holds public bus tour of historical sites in Shoreview

1993 - A tour of the former Arsenal property welcomed former residents of that area

1994 - Rosemary Palmer, local historian, discussed more of our city’s original history

1995 - Current Board member Lu Slaten shared her family's Horseshoe Drive area history with a walking

tour of the area followed by a picnic

                                  1998 - Three new Board members are welcomed: Mary Hilfiker, Margaret (Peggy)

Wedell and Ken Wingard

1999 - The SHS honors seniors with an 'Over 80' recognition dinner at the SV Community Center

2000 - An antique appraisal fair was held in a joint program with the New Brighton Area Historical society

and was a huge success

2001 - ShoreViews featured an article about former 

John Haggenmiller’s 100th birthday.

After John’s death, his family donated the Guerin gas station to the SHS. John had acquired it from his

friend and station owner Roy Guerin.

2002 - Our SHS historical consultant & former Board member Nancy Cyr presented a program on

preserving old clothing and fabric heirlooms

2003 - SHS honors Dr. Jonas J. Christensen - former plant scientist

2004 - The Banjo Bandits perform at the Senior Pie Social

2005 - The Henry Bucher family honored as Heritage Family of the year

2006 - SHS moves into an office at Snail Lake Education Center

2007 - SHS retains author John Koblas to write a book celebrating the City’s 50th year

2009 - The Shoreview Roller Rink is remembered by former skaters at a program

2011 - Guerin gas station to be moved to Lepak/Larson grounds/future Heritage Park

2013 - Genealogy research is discussed in a January program

2016 - Part of SHS marking its 25th Anniversary, author Paul Maccabe 

(“John Dillinger Slept Here”) drew large audience

2017 - SHS partners with a group studying Native American relics in Shoreview

2018 - Member’s Appreciation breakfast held at Perkins

2019 - SHS starts collecting furnishings for the Lepak/Larson house

2020 - Covid-19 stops the SHS in its tracks! All programs cancelled.

3030
Years
Years

     The Shoreview Historical Society 
Celebrates 30 Years in 2021

A Look Back. . .
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Shoreview's
Parks

1 - Shamrock Park (Snelling Ave, north of Co. Rd. I)
Was named in 1961 by Linda Archibald, 10, the winner in a “Name the Park Contest”.

Her design was a shamrock with the letters H-N-K-C on each leaf. The letters represented 'H' - for Ken Hanold, 
Shoreview’s first Mayor, 'N' for Horace Nolan, the mayor at the time of development. 'K' - for an Edgetown civic leader, Mr. Karlen and

'C' for all the children who would use the park.
 

2 - Ponds Park (Sherwood Road & Pond Drive)
                                                             opened in 1993 as a neighborhood park in the NE corner of Shoreview and is named for a local street.

 
3 - McCullough Park (Cty Rd I between Lexington & Hodgson Road)

Opened in 1984 and named after Shoreview Councilwoman Mabelle Mc Cullough. She was also the first woman to be Chairperson of
the Planning Commission. The property was formerly know as the “Wilson School Forest” in the days when the site was owned by

Willis Wilson.
 

4 - Rice Creek Fields Rice Creek Parkway (located between Co Rd I & Co Rd J)
The ball fields are named after the Rice Creek which meanders adjacent to the property.                                                                                           

This land was formerly owned by the U of M as an airport for remote control 
airplane enthusiasts.

 
5 - Bucher Park (Mackubin Street and Co. Rd J)

Bucher Park is Shoreview’s oldest park - It is named for the Bucher family who were early farmers in the area and owned the land on
which the park is located.

 
6 - Shoreview Commons (Victoria Street and Hwy 96)

The park was bought from Rose Sinna in 1977 and was name the Shoreview Commons because of its central location. In 1989 ground
was broken for the Shoreview Community Center and City Hall.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 - Wilson Park (County Rd F, west of Victoria Street)
Wilson Park was named for Willis A. Wilson, Shoreview’s first Village clerk. The Wilson home, still stands on Co Rd I near Lexington.

 
                         9 - Lake Judy Park (Arbogast & Richmond Ave.)
In 1954 the local land was platted and developed by the builders Ratcliff-Cobb. 
             The lake was named Lake Judy after Clint Ratcliff’s daughter.

 
10 - Bobby Theisen Park (County Rd E. & Vivian Ave.)

The park is dedicated to a young Shoreview man, who, despite severe medical problems was an enthusiastic supporter of sports of all
types. By his teenage years, Bobby was completely blind but he continued to touch the lives of many. Early in 1981 Bobby passed       

 bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbaway at age 26. Ground was broken for the park later in that year.
 

7 -                                                  7 -Sitzer Park (Hodgson Road & Snail Lake Road) 
 In 1973 Sitzer Park was dedicated to honor Edward J. Sitzer, the first Treasurer of the City of
Shoreview who served from 1957-1972. A home across the street from the park was owned by
tavern owner Harry Sawyer and was frequented by prohibition gangsters of that era including
John Dillinger. The Sitzer home still stands on North Owasso Blvd.

On December 2, 1969, an article in the St. Paul Dispatch featured the City of Shoreview developing
a park plan.  The study mentioned that “Shoreview’s comparative wealth of open land and natural

environmental conditions would easily lend themselves to the system's approach”.  

Do you have memories of
spending time at any of

Shoreview’s lakes? Swimming
lessons? Turtle Lake boat parade?

Boy Scout camp at Snail Lake?
Please consider sharing memories

for articles in our summer
ShoreViews! 

Do You Remember?

Kathleen Renstrom, Kathy Spitzmueller
& Michael Reiners

WELCOMEWELCOME

to our new members!

Thank you! Members are our lifeblood.
-Bob Minton, SHS Membership Chair
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More Information

We extend sympathy to the family of Charlene Follett, wife of
long time SHS secretary/treasurer and editor of our newsletter
Don Follett. 

We also note the passing of Joe McAuliffe. Many years ago Joe
and his late wife, June, researched and hosted a well-attended
historical program about the 4H Club in Shoreview.

We're searching for an antique telephone

(similar to the one shown on the right) to be

on display in the Larson/Lepak Historical

Home.  If you or someone you know can

help, please reach out to us at

info@shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org.

SHS MEMBERSHIP FORM - JOIN TODAY!

In Memoriam

The Frank and Shirley Husnik family 
(the 2021 Heritage Family of the Year)
will be honored at a reception being

planned for later this year. Because of
the Covid restrictions and concerns,

the celebration has been moved from
its regular April date. The Annual

meeting and election for Board
members will also be held at this time.
The family will still be honored at the
Slice of Shoreview and will participate

in the Slice Parade on July 24.

The Larson 

House Update Historical Family
U P D A T E

A  L O O K
I N S I D E

The Larson/Lepak House

A donated afghan

graces the couch

A look at

the kitchen

Can You Help?

*Please add $2 to cover postage for
mailing of the newsletter, if you do not
wish to receive the newsletter by email.


