Historical ShoreVIEWS

www.shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org

Shoreview’s 57th Year

‘preserving today’s history for tomorrow’

January 2015

Local Boy Scouts History
Is Feb. 8 SHS Program

The history of local Boy Scouts and their
programs—dating back more than 70 years—will
be the topic for the 2 p.m. Feb. 8 SHS program
at the Shoreview library.

The general public and Scouting families
are invited to attend. Persons who participated in
Scouting programs in Shoreview and surrounding
areas from the ‘40s through the ‘70s are espe-
cially encouraged to attend and bring photos and
other memorabilia, says Will Sulzbach, who is co-
ordinating the event.

The first known Boy Scout troop to be es-
tablished in what is now Shoreview dates back to
1943. The number of Scouting units and members
in Shoreview and surrounding suburbs grew sub-
stantially from the late ‘40s—'70s as families
moved to the suburbs, Sulzbach explains.

Membership growth and the changing
Scouting programs will be discussed. Sulzbach
notes that “while programs and training have
evolved and improved through the years, what
has not changed are the aims of developing good
citizens, personal growth, and personal fitness
through daily practice of the Scout Oath and
Law.” (Photo on page 3)

Hans Eric and Louise Nord Are
SHS’s 2015 Heritage Family

Hans Eric and Louise Nord, below, on their
1910 wedding day, became farmers in what became
north Shoreview on County Rd | and Sherwood Rd.
They had four children

The family is the 11" to be honored by SHS
with special festivities set for 3 p.m. Apr. 26 at Incarna-
tion Church. SHS board members Dian Gardner

(continued on page three)

From the President

Telling Our Story !!

ate
this

summer |
had the
oppor-
tunity to
meet with ¥
Kent Pe- @ =
terson, president of the Shoreview
Community Foundation, and with
Michael Spellman, president of
the Board of Lakeshore Players

Theater. Kent had asked earlier if
| could suggest a historical
speaker for the Foundation’s an-
nual fundraiser. Unfortunately,
the SHS does not have a traveling
speaker (not yet !), but we do
have a documented history.

This past July at the Slice
of Shoreview, the Radio Players
from the Lakeshore Players Thea-
tre in White Bear provided some
wonderful entertainment. What fif,
| reasoned, we use our history and
their acting skills and collaborate
on a historical program !! Voila !

Unfortunately, | was una-
ble to attend, but board attendees
Lu Slaten and Dian Gardner were
impressed with the clever way
some of Shoreview’s colorful his-
tory was portrayed.

Hopefully, we will be able
to use the script to present this
program to other audiences:
schools, senior centers, scout
troops and more.

Shoreview, like Norma
Desmond, is ready for her
closeup !!  -------Jacci Krebsbach




Talking Circle S Ranch at
last quarter’s SHS membership meeting
were the three panelists above on the
program. (Left photo) Connie Bubar Koll-
man, Sandy Martin, and Harvey Karth re-
called the days of Shoreview folks own-
ing horses and participating in the spe-
cial shows at the Circle S Ranch, located
south of 1-694 and Lexington Ave. At-
tendees had their own slant to share with
Harvey Karth in right photo.

2015 Dues Are Due---Now

If you pay SHS dues annu-
ally,that means dues are due now.

Many of our members take ad-
vantage of our dues savings
through maintaining a multi-year
membership.

Whatever choice you select,
your membership is both appreci-
ated---and vital for the SHS to
spread the word about our city’s
early days and how it affects our
present and future times.

Historical ShoreViews is pub-
lished quarterly by the Shoreview His-
torical Society, 350 W County Rd. 96,
Shoreview, MN 55126, for its members
and friends. SHS board members are

Mike Cunningham,
Don Follett, Dian
Gardner, Jacci

Krebsbach, Bob Min-
ton, Lucena Slaten,
and Pam Videen. To
join the society, con-
tact Pam Videen, 4305 Parkview Court,
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127. To contrib-
ute items to the newsletter contact edi-
tor Don Follett, Tel: 651-490-7510 email:
DHFCVF29@comcast.net or mail: 3772
Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126.
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Boy Scouts---continued
Since at least 1982, Boy Scouts
have marched in Shoreview
area community parades, often
bearing historic flags. (Submitted
photo.)

Name
Address

City, State, Zip
Telephone
Email address

(Please include your email address (this is

a private list, we do not sell or distribute) so
you will receive your newsletter.

Dues are:

Adult $15 -3 yrs --- $38
__ Sr.Citizen $10 -3 yrs ---$25
__ Student $10 -3yrs---$25
Family $18 -3 yrs --- $45
___Add $2 to cover postage for
mailing newsletter, if you don’t
include an email address
_____ Total amount.

Additional tax deductible
donations are welcome.
Please make your check out to:

Shoreview Historical Society, c/o
Pam Videen, 4305 Parkview Ct.,
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127.

A Historical ShoreViews
subscription is included in dues.
The Shoreview Historical Society was
born in 1991 when a group of resi-
dents took an interest in preserving
and recording both the important
and informal events in the city, and
those that told of our city’s growth
and deeds of our people. Since its
inception, the society has worked to
fulfill that mission. If you are inter-
ested in in participating on a SHS
committee or on its operating board,

please give any director a call.




Shoreview’s Grass Lake is One of Changing Scenes

bservers of Shoreview's
picturesque open
area Grass Lake with its

"floating islands of vegetation,"
found that a strong fall wind sent
the islands up against its south
shore along the 1-694 roadway,
leaving the lake's open ice sur-
face on the north end for per-
haps most of this winter season.

Those floating islands on
such lakes are sometimes re-
ferred to as tussocks, floatons,
or suds. Natural floating islands
are composed of vegetation
growing on a buoyant mat of
plant roots or other organic bro-
ken away.

Ramsey-Washington
Metro Watershed District
(RWMWD) district manager Cliff
Aichinger told Historical Shore-
Views: “The floating islands in
Grass Lake are not uncommon
in the county. Historically Grass
Lake would perhaps have been
a little different in size and
shape, prior to the coming of the
railroads (in the late 1800s).
Now there is a culvert between
Grass and Vadnais Lake, run-
ning under the railway near Car-
digan Junction, which serves to
maintain lake levels.

A little research tells us
that those islands typically form
when growths of cat tails, bul-
rush, sedge and reeds extend
outward from the shoreline of a
wetland area. The area beneath
these floating mats can be ex-
ceptionally rich in aquatic life
forms.

Eventually, storms or
high winds tear whole sections
free from the shore, and the is-
lands formed migrate around a
lake with changing winds, even-
tually either reattaching to a new
area of the shore, or breaking up
in heavy weather

During most months, the
Grass Lake provides a different

look almost daily. Drivers-by in the summer can also see a variety of water
fowl who swim and [ istul n by the shoreline.

The floating islands are against Grass Lake’s southern shoreline on 1-694.

Grass Lake is in the lower part of Snail Lake Regional Park and has
Gramsie Road on its north border. The lake occupies about 137 acres, and
is one of four lakes with that name in the metro area and 25 in the state,
(plus three called "Grassy".) No one knows for sure how old the lake may
be, butthe RWMWD estimates it goes back at least a couple of centuries.

Grass Lake’s vegetation itself has been primarily reeds springing up
and flourishing over recent decades. As the water gets deeper the roots no
longer reach the bottom, so they use the oxygen in their root mass for buoy-
ancy, and the surrounding vegetation for support to retain their top-side-up.

“The closeness of 1-694 or the growing amount of rail traffic through
nearby Cardigan Junction should not deter the growth for water wild life,”
adds Aichinger. “They have become quite acclimated to their environment.

“Water levels are in good shape this year. As we know, we have also
had periods of a dry lake bed (at Grass Lake). This past year has left us in
good shape in terms of lake levels,” he says. Aichinger retired in November
after 26 years as RWMWD administrator. SHS has featured all of Shore-
view lakes over the years in its community displays.

Heritage family---continued

and Lu Slaten are coordinating the event along with Carolea Nord, whose
father-in law is Earl Nord, the first born son of Hans Eric Nord.

Hans Eric’s parents and neighbors built a school house next to the
farm, and all the Nord children in the 1890s attended to learn English in ad-
dition to the other studies, Carolea says. Hans Eric, who was born in Sweden,
later was to become a Deacon in his church for more than 49 years, and a
member of District 35 School Board for more than 30 years. He died in 1965.
Louise was a long time organist and choir director in her church.

Long-time SHS member Bill Seabloom recalls his father “picking up
milk at the Nord family farm, with the route known as ‘Swede Road’ as so
many of the residents were from Sweden.”




Minnesota Congressman Joe Karth Recalled; Lived in Shoreview

month with a new Republican majority in the

Senate and with an increased majority in the
House, somewhat reminiscent of the 86th Congress in
1959 when Shoreview's Joseph Karth was first elected
from Minnesota to the House, helping the Democrats
greatly increase their majority by 49 members.

Karth, who died in 2005 at age 83, was, of course,
just one of many Minnesotans over the years to distin-
guish themselves in the U.S. Congress; but he is only
one to come from what is now Shoreview, spending a
few early years growing up on a small farm owned by
his parents, William and Minnie Karth and located at
Lexington Ave. and Victoria St. Joe's birthplace was
recorded as New Brighton, then part of Mounds View
township, with town boundaries later redrawn. Karth
Lake lies just west of Lexington Ave.

Several Karth relatives still reside in Shore-
view's surrounding area. A cousin, Harvey Karth of
Lino Lakes, remembers when "The families would get
togetherto play

The nation’s 114th Congress convenes this

Karth (standing) with President Lyndon Johnson at an im-
portant signing of space legislation in the early 1960s. (Gen-
eral Electric Archives)

"He had no trouble getting elected,” recalls
Harvey, “as he 500 having a good time." Harvey, with
others, helped Joe with his political campaigns. He
was a popular candidate. | remember one time when
his staff scheduled him for a debate, and Joe felt it
gave more exposure to his (underdog) opponent, so
he never liked debates."

"JFK (President John Kennedy) seemed to like Joe
and helped get him appointed to the Space Sciences
sub-committee. He enjoyed being a congressman. |
just visited him once in Washington, and he was very
busy. It seemed to be a time when elected officials,

for the most part, seemed to get along better, regard-
less of their party." (Harvey himself later went on to
serve on the Lino Lakes City Council and mayor of the
city from 1978-79.)

Another cousin, Virginia (Karth) Lundgren, New
Brighton, (Harvey's sister) remembers those family
gatherings as well. "We used to get together at Uncle
Bill's (Joe’s dad) When they moved to White Bear. |
especially remember their player piano.

“Joe worked hard, and, in my opinion, he was
very honest, and would become disturbed when some
Congress members weren’t as honest in their work. In
fact, when there were factions that couldn't get along,
| think it may have led to his eventually leaving Con-
gress,” she said.

In Congress, Joe conceded his task wasn't al-
ways easy: As a Congressman back in the 1960s, Joe
said: "l want to get objective opinions from industry
about various space programs and | have a hard time
doing this. We need a little more courage on the part
of everyone in the business, | believe."

Joe had also served in the Minnesota State
House of Representatives, (1949-58) before making
the leap to national office. He is quoted as saying: "l
had no intention of running for office then--it was 1948-
-than the nation had then of sending a rocket to the
moon."

And he was even a somewhat reluctant candi-
date for the 4th Congressional District post, being
nominated only when a standoff between two office
seekers couldn't be settled.

Prior to his state government service, Karth
had served with the U.S. Army in Europe in WW |,
and later represented the AFL-CIO union working on
arbitration cases.

He was widely praised for his accomplishments
in congress, where he served until 1977, the support
coming from both sides of the aisle. He worked to un-
derstand the many complexities of NASA's short and
long-range programs. He became chairman of the
Space Sciences and Applications sub-committee. His
years spent at the University of Nebraska, where he
studied engineering, helped him greatly in this task.

SHS’s Shoreview Reflections book contains
more information on Karth’s ancestors.




