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From the President
‘Slice’ is Our Showcase

Ithough the Shoreview Historical
ASociety does not have a museum,

it does have Slice of Shoreview
Days—July 27-29 at Island Lake Park.

. Located near the
main park entrance—
immediately across
from the free shuttle-
--the SHS tent will
have updated Herit-
age Trail brochures
as well as a “Where
is This?” photo con-

(continued on page 3)

Snail Lake School Time Capsule:

What Will it Reveal ? Come to Sep. 24 Meeting

This SHS program should be right up any history buff's alley:
opening a time capsule---to revisit again and find out what things were
important back in 1987 in Shoreview. It was the work of young fourth
graders--- perhaps historians in the making at Snail Lake School when
they buried the capsule in 1987, some 25 years ago, helping mark the
school’s centennial year.

A program to open the capsule will be held Sep. 22 at the
Snail Lake Education Center, Hwy 96 and Hodgson Rd.

There will be a re-enactment for the interest of the public and
SHS members at 7 p.m. Sep. 24 at the Shoreview Library. Some of
those former fourth graders will be on hand. The capsule has served as
a homecoming attraction for the group.

The capsule idea and other programs were coordinated by the
fourth graders’ teacher, Anita Rylander, who will also be there. The pro-

(continued on page 3)

We All Had A Good Time at the Cunningham Family History Lesson !

The photo at right,
helps reflect the celebra-
tory flavor--- honoring the
Hugh and Alma Cunning-
ham family and their
descendants, at the soci-
ety’'s Heritage Family of
the Year program at the
Community Center last
quarter. Thanks to Heidi
Schauer for identifying
everyone in the group.

Pat Cunningham,
standing, with his sister,
Marvella (right seated),
get ready to cut the cake.

Mike and Jack
Cunningham and Heidi,
with the help of many
others, gave an inform-
ative and beautiful power
point presentation, plus

assembling many inform-

ative static photo displays, C= Cunningham. Far back row, left to right: Tristan Schauer, Drew Schauer, Heidi
for the large crowd in Schauer, Heather DeCorsey. Next row forward: Brian and Beth C, Tommy C, Amanda
attendance. Page 3 for Cook, Jackson Cook, Diane Claussen, Brian Bergman, Jessica Tank, Desiree Rowe,

Judy C. Donald C., Megan C., Matt Neimy. Left to right, second row: Jennie Harder and
Connor Barron, Karen Harder, Mike C., Alex C., Gina Neimy, Jack Rowe, Colleen

DeCorsey;

and front row, left to right: Jane C., Caroline C, Debbie Bergman, Pat C,

Marvella C., and Rachel C. holding Colton Kerchner.




Barb Gertsema Sees ‘History’ in Every Corner

(Editor’s note: This is
another in a series
about area seniors
who help make our
community a richer
one.)

enough of history---whether it be

about the Twin Cities Army
Ammunition Plant, World War Il, or her
own family and growing up on a small
western Minnesota farm.

A longtime SHS member, Barb
has been both an avid reader and
collector of historical memorabilia and
artifacts, from both a local and national
perspective.

As a young girl with 12 other
siblings, growing up in rural Yellow
Medicine County, she learned
firsthand the hard edges of farm life
existence. Barb came to the Twin
Cities as an18-year-old Wood Lake
High School graduate. “l was glad to
come to the cities, as small farm life
seemed unpromising,” she
remembers.

She found employment at the
Minneapolis Radisson Hotel and
Dayton Hudson Jewelers, and years
later at the TCAAP for 18 years when
it was closing down and in its
environmental cleanup phase in the
1980s. Barb worked as a support
staffer in environmental clean-up
and had an opportunity to meet
former Minnesota Governor Harold
Stassen.

I t seems like Barb Gertsma can'’t get

When the government allowed

various historical societies to come to
select items, Barb assisted them.

SHS has acquried photos and
other items about the important Arden
Hills installation which had a
significant impact on many Shoreview
residents in the 1940s and beyond.

Barb has an active curosity
about a myriad of subjects and special
interests. Her collections are eclectic.
In a recent visit, she brought along a
variety of items: a Centennial Year
Minnesota car license plate; her book
of World War |l food rationing stamps,
and a selection of photos taken by a
family member (a professional
photographer) of early town scenes
more than a century old.

She has also put together a
historical montage on both sides of her
grandparents’ family. She even has
acquired some finds with an
archelogical twist--- such as an
ancient Indian stone hammer. Barb
credits her family with sparking an
interest in history growing up. ‘I
remember we used to tell stories
about our family,”she says.

Barb is an active director on
the board of the Ft. Snelling World
War Il Roundtable, named for Dr.
Harold Deutsch, a noted University of
Minnesota professor. It's a monthly
speakers program revealing more
| about World War Il history
b as told by former military
personnel and others,
always to a packed
auditorium. One program
featured Barb’s speaking
about the role of TCAAP
in the second World War.

Her wit is keen,
and her wry humor holds
her in good stead. She is
enjoying her retirement !

Barb Gertsema, left, and
Doris Claeys, SHS board
member, review some old
historical publications.




Visit SHS at Slice Booth;
See Us in the Parade

Be sure and visit the
Shoreview Historical Society
booth at the Slice of Shoreview
later this month, July 27-29.

SHS members interest-
ed in staffing the booth for a
two-hour shift may contact Don
Follett, 651-490-7510. You’'ll
have a good time and help the
SHS at the same time.

The SHS Heritage fam-
ily of the year will be in the
Saturday morning parade, and
plans a family picnic afterwards.
Previous Heritage Family repre-
sentatives will be in a separate
float —an old time trolley.

From the president continued--—
test. Our Shoreview Reflections
story book and an accompany-
ing DVD will be on sale at a
reduced price.

The Cunningham family,
the SHS Heritage Family of the
Year, will have a significant
presence in the 10 a.m. Satur-
day parade. The family will also
gather at the north shelter
Saturday afternoon. Stop by to
visit family members and check
out their extensive memorabilia
collection.

Mark your calendar,visit
the Slice and come see us in
the SHS booth!

--—--Jacci Krebsbach

Time capsule---- continued
ject helped develop several
skills. “It was my reading class
that worked on the project,”
says Rylander, who taught for
30 years at the school.

‘It was a project that
involved research, interviewing
and writing skills.”

The project involved not
just the school’s history, but the
community people, like former
Mayor Dick Wedell, as well.
Come to the Sep. 24 program
for renewing old memories.

‘Cardigan Kids’ Brought Rustic Place Alive

Absorbing and humorous stories, portraying an almost idylic scene
growing up on Rustic Place, were told by Hugh and Alma Cunningham
family’s descendents as part of the SHS Heritage Family 2012 program at
the Community Center last quarter.

The couple first settled at the railroad’s Cardigan Junction (now
near the Rice St. and 1-694 intersection) in 1934, with their four children.
While early family life was of
meager means, the children
enjoyed a zestful youth, learning
about nature and playing in the
streets and nearby grass fields
and lakes.

“‘Roots, Wings and
Shoreview Things” was the
presentation’s title. Mike Cun-
ningham, one of Hugh's grand-
sons, regaled a roomful of more
than 150 persons. His visual
show (including photos from
1887) and commentary told about
the family migrating from Wis-
consin, with Hugh taking a
railroad section foreman’s job on
tracks that still streak across Shore-

view from both Twin Cities.

“My father absolutely loved the rail-
road,” said Mike.

The early days in the 1930s includ-
ed feeding the nomadic gypsy families,
taking some chances fishing in the North ent display at City Hall for
Oaks’ closed community, and even wel- generations to come.

Mike Cunningham  holds a
plaque--- presented by Jacci
Krebsbach, SHS president-— with
his great grandparents name—
Alma and Hugh Cunningham ---
engraved and to be on perman-

coming racoons as house pets. ( A short video
showed racoons in a Cunningham home.)

The family also raised gray horned owls, pet foxes, and ferrets. At
one time, 21 Cunninghams roved about on Rustic Place and neighbors
called them the “Cardigan kids”.

“Family was so important to all of us,” Mike said. About 75 family
members were on hand at the SHS event. SHS is working with the families
in obtaining copies of their photos that have historical interest.

Annual Meeting Highlights 2011; Two Re-elected to Board

The SHS held a brief annual meeting last quarter in which events of
the previous year were highlighted and two directors were re-elected.

SHS President Jacci Krebsbach cited several highlights of 2011,
including the new collaborative membership programming with Ramsey
County Library; the receipt of a $3,600 grant from the Shoreview
Community Foundation; the restoration and installation of the Guerin
garage; and the marking SHS’s 20" year of serving the community.

In other action, Krebsbach and Peg Wedell, director incumbents,
were re-elected. Doris Claeys, who has served as treasurer throughout the
SHS’s existence, resigned that post, but remains on the board. Don Follett
assumes the post of secretary/ treasurer. Mike Cunningham has been
appointed to the board.




SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

Email address

Indicate preferred type of membership.
Annual dues:

__ Adult $15; 3yrs —$37.50

___ Sr.Citizen $10; 3yrs — $25

__ Student $10; 3yrs -- $25
Family $18; 3yrs - $45

Additional tax deductible donations are welcome
Cut out and mail with check to: Doris Claeys,
4035 Victoria St N. #110, Shoreview, MN 55126
Volunteer opportunities: (Call 651- 483-2416 or
651- 490-7510).
Membership includes a subscription to
Historical ShoreViews.
The Shoreview Historical Society was born in
1991 when a group of residents took an interest in
preserving and recording both the important and informal
events in the city, and those that told of our city’s growth
and deeds of our people. Since its inception the society
has worked to fulfill that mission. If you are interested in
participating on a SHS committee or on its operating
board, please give any director a call.

Shoreview News Notes

In Memoriam. (Historical ShoreViews regularly notes
those Shoreview area persons age 80 and over who have
died in recent months.) + Norma Flinn, 92, died May 15.
She is survived by her daughter Pamela; son
David; stepdaughters Joanne and Joyce; grand-
children; and great-grandchildren.+ Mildred Gruetzman,
88, died Apr. 10. She is survived by sons Paul,
James and Steven; daughters Jeanne, Mary and
Kathleen; and grandchildren and great-grand-
children. + Floyd Gutzman, 88, died Apr.10. He is
survived by sons Don and Ken; daughter Kathy;
and grandchildren. + Oliver Kelzenberg, 81,died Mar.
8. He is survived by his wife Donna; sons Mark,
John and Mathew; daughter Mary Kay; and grand-
children + Doris Langevin, 88, died Mar. 12..+ Robert
O’Connor, 87, died May 29. + Susan Olmscheid, 94,
died Mar. 9. + Dr. Charles Ostergren, 83, died Mar. 15.
He is survived by his wife Louise; sons Charlie and
John; daughter Sara; and grandchildren.+ Dorothy
Sina, 96, longtime SHS member, died June 8. She
is survived by her son David; daughters Dianne and
Dee; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

+ Roy Trojanowski, 89, died Mar. 9. He is survived by
daughter Cindy.+ Marvin Vogel, 86, died Mar.4. He is
survived by sons Al, Mike and Phil; daughters Lori
and Becky; and grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

SHS President Jacci Krebsbach, right, brought the
Shoreview City Council up to date about the Guerin
Service Station restoration last quarter. She also
presented the city with a check for $8,000 in partial
payment for the restoration. Photos of the restoration
were projected overhead. The station is at the Larson
farm, Lexington Ave. and County Rd .




