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From the President
Saying ‘Good-Bye
and Thank You’

he torch has been pass-
I ed. Charter member
Doris Claeys is resigning
from the SHS Board this year.
= Doris and |
are the only
two remain-
ing original
board mem
bers,formed
in 1991. We
thank her
for her
many years of service as treas-
urer and SHS photo keeper.

Doris was with me as
we stumbled upon (trespassed)
the Haggenmiller property and
discovered the Guerin gas
station. She was also respon-
sible for many of the photos in
both of the SHS’s history
books. She worked tirelessly
with Barb Gertsema of TCAAP
to help preserve many items
from the Twin Cities Arsenal.
Doris worked on the Preventor-
ium reunions with me and
many projects in the last 20
years including the Gospel
Mission reunion and the
Arsenal bus tour.

We also say Good-
bye to Jim Bucher who came
onto the board after his family
was chosen as the Heritage
Family in 2005. Jim created
wonderful photo exhibits for the
SHS Slice of Shoreview booth.
Because of his creativity we
introduced the public to anoth-

er facet of the SHS.
(continued on page 3)

Hugh and Alma Cunningham Family is
SHS Heritage Family of 2012

Several descendants of Shoreview’'s Hugh and Alma Cunningham
family—bound for Ireland next month to investigate their ancestry—are
hopeful they will find their forefathers at least as interesting and colorful
as the family’s last 80 years in our community.

The family is Shoreview’s “Heritage Family of the Year” and will be
saluted at a special membership
program at 2 p.m. Apr. 15 at
the Shoreview  Community
« Center. The program will feature

« a power point presentation and a

variety of family stories that
under- score their varied lives
centered in Shoreview.
The family, with appro-
M ximately 80 Cunningham blood
4 relatives now living in the
Shorevew area, has touched
many of the city’s residents.

The Cunninghams came
to Shoreview in 1934 from
northeast Wisconsin when Hugh
sought a section foreman's
position with the Sault Ste. Marie
and Atlantic Railroad, and his job

#

Alma and Hugh Cunningham
site was located at Cardigan Junction. Their possessions, including a
1929 model A Ford, were
loaded in a boxcar and shipped to the junction.
There in the depression of the 1930s they raised a family of

four children---Eugene, Patrick, Marvella and Ray. All except Ray
married, and as a group had 18 children, and eventually 35 great-
grandchildren for Hugh and Alma.

Subsequently, the 1888 station house where they first lived for just a
$1 month was moved several hundred yards to Rustic Place, a street
where Eugene later lived much of his life before his passed away last
year. Brother, Patrick, still lives on the street.

Mike Cunningham, named for his great-grandfather,and one of
Eugene’s nine children and a Shoreview resident, remembers his
grandfather Hugh and the Cardigan Junction days very well: “He was great
with us grandkids,” says Mike. “He was a most loyal member of the
Catholic church. Proud of his Irish heritage. He liked the outdoors and was
a hunter and fisherman and also raised a lot of wild animals like foxes,
racoons, plus horned owls. A hard worker, he so loved his railroad job. As
foreman he was responsible for the trackage in the area, repairing rail

ties and all the rest.”
(Continued on page 3)




Artifacts Important to Preserving
City’s History of ‘How it Was’

SHS has long sought—and received many—
photos of Shoreview's early days, helping those in
the decades ahead have a better understanding of
the community’s beginnings.

Just as important are materials things like
tools, machines and even larger pieces. The current
Guerin garage restoration is a perfect example of
more simple times, telling how business was
conducted—uwithout the neon signage and excesses
to attract the public. Implements from the Larson
farm home is another instance of preserving the “old
ways of doing household chores”, and telling us of
" how it was.”

Look around your home or garage or attic—
maybe something the SHS would be interested in.
Most chances we would be. We have variety--
weather vanes from farm barns, old maps,
handmade clothes, etc.

However, we can always use more; and you
could be a part of it.

Annual Meeting Apr.15

President’s Report; Directors Election

As has been the custom in recent years, the
SHS annual meeting will be held in conjunction with
a regular SHS membership program on Apr. 15.

The meeting will start at 2 p.m. just prior to
the Heritage Family program, and will include a
president’s report to the members and election of
directors (see mail in ballot below.)

Members who have an interest to serve on
the board are invited to see any current board

member to learn more about the duties.
Please cut along this line and mail in. Thank you.

SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

Email address

Indicate preferred type of membership.
Annual dues:

____ Adult $15; 3yrs —$37.50
____ Sr.Citizen $10; 3yrs — $25
___ Student $10; 3yrs -- $25

____ Family $18; 3yrs -- $45
Additional tax deductible donations are welcome
Cut out and mail with check to: Doris Claeys,
4035 Victoria St N. #110, Shoreview, MN 55126
Volunteer opportunities: (Call 651- 483-2416 or
651- 490-7510).
Membership includes a subscription to
Historical ShoreViews.
The Shoreview Historical Society was born in
1991 when a group of residents took an interest in
preserving and recording both the important and informal
events in the city, and those that told of our city’s growth
and deeds of our people. Since its inception the society
has worked to fulfill that mission . If you are interested in
participating on a SHS committee or on its operating
board, please give any director a call.

SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY/ Election of Directors Ballot
ANNUAL MEETING 2 P.M APRIL 15, 2012
Shoreview Community Center

Please vote (check by name) and/or submit name(s) of any write-in candidates as board members for the
Shoreview Historical Society (SHS). Board members serve for a three year term. The SHS seeks to have nine directors,
with three directors up for election each year. Both persons noted below are incumbents.

Jacci Krebsbach Peggy Wedell

write-in

Please return to:
Shoreview Historical Society
C/O Snail Lake Education Center
350 W Minnesota Highway 96
Shoreview,MN 55126

Please return not later than Apr. 11, 2012 Thank you




Cunningham family--continued

Hugh died in 1963 after a lifetime of railway work. He had also
served a hitch with the U.S. Navy, enlisting at age 17 in WW |.

Heidi Schauer, a fourth generation family member and, along
with Mike, is recognized perhaps as the family’'s two principal
historians, says: “At one time there were 21 Cunningham family
members living on Rustic Place,” a relatively short street lying just
north of 1-694, and parallel with Rice St. in south Shoreview.

Mike Cunningham looks across the old Cardigan Junction site.
A virtual playground for kids around the station.

As a neighborhood, the area seemingly offered endless places
for youngsters to hunt and fish and to capture and raise small
creatures. In the 1950s, before the freeways, there was still farmland
in the area.”Sometimes we would get a ride to school on a railway

car, boarding it near Cardigan
Junction,” recalls Mike.

Today, says Schnauer,
many Cunninghams take part in
Shoreview activities “at Sucker
Creek on Father's day or riding
bikes between lakes, or at Island
Lake’s water show.”

Ironically, just a few
months prior to Eugene’s death
last year, Mike recalls his father’s
comments: “It was great,” Eugene
said. “When the Kurkowskis and
Schifsky’s (both families were his
friends) were nominated as
Shoreview Heritage families ( a few
years ago).”

Mike added: "I told him one
day the Cunninghams would make
it and here we are. | know he is
proud.”

Meanwhile, a carefully
coordinated trip to Armagh, in
northeast Ireland, in May, will have
13 Cunninghams from the Shore-
view area in the country.

Some, along with Mike and
Heidi, will be checking closely the
historical journey of their ancestors
who came from Ireland to Canada
and then later to Wisconsin before
making Minnesota their long time
home

Q & A-- always an interest-

ing part of any SHS membership-
program-- was held at the Shore-
view Library by author Kitty
Gogins (left) as part of her pre-
sentation on her book "My Flag
Grew Stars,” the second of sev-
eral SHS-Ramsey County Library
collaborative programs to be
scheduled.

From the President--continued
They will both be missed,
but not forgotten. Please consider
joining our board and making a
difference !
---Jacci Krebsbach




Station Installed. Dave
Guerin tries the door on the
newly-restored Guerin gas
station placed last month
nearlby another historical
structure, the Lepak/ Larson
farm home at County Rd. |
and Lexington Ave. Once
standing at Rice St. and
Owasso Blvd. and operated
by the Guerin family decades
ago, the station was painted
a brilliant red trim with a light
green roof. The final siting
represents long hours of work
on the part of the city, the
Guerin family, and the SHS.
Thanks to the warm spring
weather and great work by
city maintenance crews, the
installation was done earlier
than first planned.

SHS Board Actions

Historical Shoreviews
notes the primary actions taken by
the SHS in board meetings the
past quarter:

+ Purchased an upgrade
to its Past Perfect software, and a
digital recording device.

+ Moved to -collaborate
with Shoreview Library in present-
ing future membership programs.

+ Reported that nearly
$4,500 was contributed toward
the restoration of the Guerin gas
station.

+ Approved action to
participate in a Snail Lake Time
capsule (1987) opening program,
probably in September.

+ Upgraded content and
features on its web stie.

+ Changed its monthly
meetings to 5 p.m. each second
Monday, Shoreview City Hall.

Community Center Displays

As a reminder to members
and others, be sure and drop by
the SHS display when you are in
the City Hall-Community Center
complex.

Assembled by SHS board
member Peg Wedell, the exhibits
are both informative and colorful
and in every case provide us
insights into our community in its
early days, and they are usually
crammed with information. |t
changes several times a year.

The topics are eclectic,
ranging from the city parks and
the growth and demise of its
buildings, it also tells about early
Shoreview settlers and also
celebrates our Heritage families.

Upcoming displays will
feature the Cunningham Heritage
family and others of a timely
nature.

SHS Honors 8™ Family

Since 2004, the SHS has
honored a Shoreview “Heritage
Family of the Year.” In addition to
the Hugh and Alma Cunningham
family this year, the past honored
families were:

+ 2004- Howard and Virginia
(Karth) Lundgren
+ 2005- Henry and Henrietta
Bucher
+ 2006-Hilmer and Gladys
Seabloom
+ 2008- Gust and Anna Larson
+ 2009-John and Magdalina
Kurkowski
+ 2010- David and Emilie
Guerin
+ 2011- Thomas and Anna
Schifsky
+ 2007—Honoring Shoreview’s
50" year.




