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From the President
Collaboration is
Powerful,Vital

ollaboration is a powerful

tool--- and it’s vital for a

non-profit organilzation
like the Shoreview Historical
Society.

In 2011, the SHS was
privileged to collaborate with
some Shoreview institutions
resulting in
mutual
| benefits. For
~example: The
SHS had a
' visible pres-
ence at the
Slice of
Shoreview
last July,
sharing with
visitors our mission and pro-
grams such as the Heritage
Family program. Our photo
exhibits are always crowd
pleasers.

In July also, some SHS
members volunteered at the
PBS Antique Roadshow in
Minneapolis, a collaboration
with TPT-2. It's educational to
learn about historical artifacts---
and fun to see what happens
behind the scenes.

A new collaboration with
the Shoreview library features
programs of community interest.
SHS is currently working on
booking programs for 2012.

And finally, with the
generous contributions of the
City of Shoreview, and the
Shoreview Community Found-
ation, we will soon have the res-
tored Guerin gas station in a
permanent public location---a
tangible piece of Shoreview
history. --- Jacci Krebsbach

Roseville Author to Tell Story of WW I

Refugee Parents at Jan. 177 SHS Program

Roseville author Kitty Gogins’ book, My Flag Grew Stars:
World War Il Refugees’ Journey to
America, came on sale last year and
evoked attention throughout the area.
She is the speaker for the 7 p.m. Jan 17
i 4 Shoreview Historical Society program at
5 JOURNEY the Shoreview library.

' The book traces Gogins’ parents'
journey as refugees and becoming new
Americans. Their experience on the
losing side of World War 1l provides a
unique perspective of war, the actions of
Americans, and the daily struggle of
refugees to survive.

This is the second consecutive
collaborative program effort between
SHS and Ramsey County Libraries.

MY FLAG

7 p.m. Jan 17 Shoreview Library

Kitty Gogins and ‘My Flag Grew Stars:
World War Il Refugees Journey to America’

Emigrating as indentured servants, Gogins’ parents unite,
embarking on a joummey to become . P
Americans. Through perseverance and .
creativity they thrive in their new world. The
story is one of hope, how to succeed despite
tremendous change.

“‘We in the book business are brought
so many independently published memoirs,
but | believe My Flag Grew Stars is my
favorite” says Sue Zumberge, of St. Paul’s
Common Good Books.

“The author involves us directly in
Olga and Tibor, and their struggle to stay
alive and finally immigrate to the United
States. Her beautiful telling and numerous pic-
ures bring the history to life.”

Kitty Gogins




SHS News Notes

+ Guerin Garage. This story goes on--- but there is
progress in the structure’s restoration. Les Jones
Roofing Co. is working the restoration and the panels
were sanded and primed and are expected to be
done by the end of January. The windows and doors
are on the way also for priming and painting. The
Guerin station was once on Rice St. near N.Owasso
Blvd. from the 1930s to the 1970s.

+ In Memoriam (Historical ShoreViews regularly
notes those Shoreview area persons, age 80, and over who
have died in the last quarter.) + Anne Baniak 83, died
Oct 25. She is survived by her husband Victor;
daughters Jean, Mary, Marion and Liz; and
grandchildren + Eugene Cunningham, 84, died Dec.
15. He is survived by his wife Caroline; daughters
Karin, Colleen, and Deb; sons Mike, Mark, Brian, and
Dan; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
+ Beulah Hanson, 97, died Dec.15. She is survived
by daughters Lynne and Marjorie; son Thomas;and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Ellen
Johnson, 92, died Dec. 11. She is survived by
daughters Karen and Kathy; sons Bruce, Brian, and
Brad; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

+ Clara Krzystofiak, 85, died Oct 13.She Is survived
by daughters Kathryn and Sharon; sons Joseph and
James; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

+ Mary Anna Larson, 83, died Oct. 23.She is
survived by daughters Pamela and Patricia; and
grandchildren. + James McDonnell, 90, died Nov.
25. He is survived by his wife Mae; daughters Lori,
and Katie; son John; and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. + Glen Norsted, 92, died Dec. 3. He
is survived by his wife Marilyn; daughters Heidi,
Leslie, Allison and Sarah; son Todd; and grand-
children and great-grandchildren. + Barbara Novak,
82, died Oct 9. She is survived by sons Tom, Mark,
Bill and Bob; and grandchildren and great-grand-
children. + Clarence Novak, 89, died Nov. 8. He is
survived by sons Jack and Jim; daughters Mary and
Cheri; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
+ Elsie Peterson, 93, died Oct.16. She is survived
by son Keith; daughter Jan; and grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. + Axel Rosengren, 82, died
Nov. 14. He is survived by his wife Shirley; daughters
Kerry, Janet, and Kelly; and son Jay; grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. + John Schmid, 88, died
Dec. 5. He is survived by his wife Jeanette;
daughters Sue, Dee Dee, Mary and Joanne; son
John; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
+ Richard Wolf, 82, died Nov. 24.He is survived by
his wife Dorothy.

ro

+ lce Harvest time. Wintertime in the old days
meant harvesting ice for commercial purposes from
Lake Owasso and other lakes north of St.Paul. More
than 100 local residents were employed in the
venture. Workers came on the job prior to 7a.m. Ice
blocks weighing 300 pounds were cut throughout the
winter, covered with sawdust to prevent melting and
stored in a two-story ice house that was nearly a
block long. Plows kept snow off the lake to enhance
freezing. In the winter of 1934-35, record cold for
almost three weeks greatly aided a large harvest. Old
timers said “perfect ice was 36 inches deep, reduced
to 30 inches after shaving”. The ice house was
located on Jerrold Ave. off of Rice St. A nice extra for
youngsters working at the plant was plenty of
chances for ice skating. More about those
adventures in SHS files.

SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

Email address

Indicate preferred type of membership.
Annual dues:

__ Adult $15; 3yrs —$37.50

____ Sr.Citizen $10; 3yrs — $25

_ Student $10; 3yrs -- $25
Family $18; 3yrs -- $45

Additional tax deductible donations are welcome
Volunteer opportunities: (Check here or call
651- 483-2416 or 651- 490-7510). Cut out and
mail with check to: Doris Claeys, 4035 Victoria St
N. #110, Shoreview, MN 55126
Membership includes a subscription to
Historical ShoreViews.
The Shoreview Historical Society was born in
1991 when a group of residents took an interest in
preserving and recording both the important and informal
events in the city, and those that told of our city’s growth
and deeds of our people. Since its inception the society
has worked to fulfill that mission . If you are interested in
participating on a SHS committee or on its operating
board, please give any director a call.




Long Ago ‘Preve’ Resident Makes Whimsical Return Visit

(Editior’s note: This
is another story in
a series about area
residents whose
experiences help us
have better insight
into Shoreview
today.)

Four Children from Same Family

Ron Brown was among the sev-
eral hundreds of youngsters who over the
years lived at the old Preventorium in
Shoreview back in the 1940s; what might
make his experience different was that he
resided there with all three of his siblings.

Like the youthful others who came
to the Preventorium, seen as a treatment
center for tuberculosis, the Brown family
had a history the disease. Grandfather
Charles Brown, 72, had died from TB, and
Ron’s parents thought it best to have their
children go to the facility, being proclaimed
as a place “to help prevent” further spread
of the dreaded disease. It had first open-
ed as a treatment facility in the late
1800s.

Last quarter,along with Kris Haider,
office supervisor, and a SHS rep, Ron took
a brief afternoon tour, reacquainting him-
self with the grounds and homes (now the
Lake Owasso Residence LOR)near I-694
and Rice St.), recalling some of the sights
and events of his youth. Youngsters lived
at the Preve and Ron spent two years
there.

“Our parents thought it best we go
there, of course,” says Ron. “Some of us
had visitors on weekends, but others
didn’t. We could go home for a couple of
weeks in the summer.”

“It's (the grounds and buildings)
completely changed now, of course,” says
Ron, 78, Maplewood. “But some of the
things---like the old stone masony wall that
circles the grounds, and the lake front,
where we swam virtually daily, are the
same.” The wall itself is an impressive
masony art work in place, though its
mortar is weathered and worn.

The campus-like grounds still
feature nine acres of mature trees and
frontage on Lake Owasso’s east side. And
Ron remembers well the old “Cardigan
Junction” to the north and the railroad
tracks from St. Paul with trains rolling
along the edge of the Preve.

Ron’s brother, Charles, and sisters
Carol and Cathy, also resided at the
“Preve”, Carol for about 5 years. Carol is
pictured among a group of children in a
large, prominent wall photo in the LOR
administration building.

(continued on page 4)

Brown and Kris Haider
discuss the Preve of the
1950s. Here they sit on
the masonry fence, a
fixture from decades ago
and virtually an artisan’s
work, displaying both a
primative and intricate
design.




Ron Brown visit--—--continued

While there, the children attended school in a two-room facility. The teachers did the best they could,
but it probably didn’t match education at regular public schools, Ron feels. “I missed going to District 3 school
the most,” he remembers.

For many kids the Preve did not charge, but several families paid for their children’s stay, Ron recalls.
While written reports about the facility, cite how much the children loved the Preve, usually the kids were very
happy to leave,” Ron says. “I made friends with a few boys in my two years there.l remember us especially
enjoying the two horses and the many dogs they kept there.” Meanwhile,Ron’s father operated an electronic
shp and his mother, Harriet, worked at the New Brighton arms plant during the WW |l
days.

The Preve’s daily regimen was definitely spartan like. Some of the more
iconic Preve photos are those showing children turned loose to run about in the
winter time wearing just a pair of shorts. “Some days the temperature was at zero,”
says Ron, "usually we went out for about 15 minutes around noon time to get our
exercise, although some would stand around. Conversely, we had to spend time
under a heat lamp for several minutes.” Medical thinking then was that the fresh
air,cold weather and sunshine were deterents to contracting TB. As a holdover
precaution, “l still get an annual chest x-ray,” says Ron.

Ron Brown Shoreview oldtimers know the Preventorium, as a sanitarium which came about
in 1919 and closed in 1953 and reopened in 1955 as Lake Owasso Childrens Home. In the 1960s the
Preventorium was transformed to a home for developmentally disabled adults ages 17 to 50s. Its buildings
were torn down in 2001. Today it is a Ramsey County faciity staffed with 125 employees who care for 64
persons at the facility, many of whom leave daily to go to jobs, returning in the evening to their individual
rooms,dinner and night-time rest. The Minnesota History Center has retained a collection of photos and papers
documenting facility’s history.

Following his stay at the Preve, Brown went on graduate from St. Paul Johnson High School, where he
was also an gymnast. He served in the U.S Army, increasing his electronic skills learned from his father as a
youngster. Brown later attended Northwest Electronics Institute, and worked at Univac before joining 3M
where worked in until retirement. Brown and his wife Dorothy live in Maplewood where is a member of the
Maplewood Historical Society.

Several Shorevew Seniors,
interviewed earlier by a Girl Scout team,
were on hand at the SHS October mem-
bership program. The team interviewed
20 Shoreview seniors as part of a SHS
oral history project and that also resulted
in the Girl Scouts Gold Award. The
SHS program, held at the Shoreview
Library, featured the Scouts’ reaction to a
" | “Shoreview of yesterday” as related by
. the seniors,plus added observations by
the seniors themselves ---- prideful about
their community. In the photo, (left to
right) Peg Wedell, Bill Farrell, Bev
Seabloom, Bill Seabloom and Vandora
Linck discuss the Shoreview of 50 years
ago. The Girl Scout team of Maria
Keeler and Anna Gutzwiller are in the
foreground.




