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From the President

Working Together

We collect the information

and the photos. We document
our findings. We conduct
interviews and do historical
research-- and now we want to
share our bounty with the
public. The Shoreview Library
has offered the Shoreview
Historical Society the perfect
vehicle to help us make this a
reality.(See the adjoining story.)

Because of the Minn-
esota Legacy Amendment,
funds are available to libraries
to assist historical societies
present historical programs
throughout the year. White Bear
and Maplewood societies are
also participants in this
program. We do see this as a
“win-win” situation for both
organizations.

- + -

In January, author Kitty
Goggins will discuss her book:
My Flag Grew Stars, a story
about her parents’ flight during
World War Il to America and
eventually to Roseville from
war-torn Hungary.

- - -

Like many other non-
profit organizations, the SHS is
going through some lean times,
though we continue to keep
costs down, mostly through
volunteer efforts and contri-
butions. WWe hope you consider
seriously our enclosed request
for your support. Thank you.

----Jacci Krebsbach

Shoreview Seniors Interviewed
Girl Scouts’ Interview Project Bolsters SHS
Files; What They Learned is Oct.18 Program

SHS is collaborating with Ramsey County library in a special
program on oral histories on Oct 18---highlighted by a pair of Girl
Scouts who have been interviewing Shoreview seniors the past
quarter.

The two scouts are Anna Gutzwiller and Maria Keeler and they
performed the interviews as part of their Girl Scout community project.
SHS started its oral interviews the first year it was organized, 1991, and
welcomed the contributions of the two scouts.

What the scouts learned about their community will be the
thrust of the October membership program commencing at 7 p.m. at
the Shoreview Library, the first time the SHS has been at that venue.

“We are excited about working with the SHS, says Kristi
Saksvig, Ramsey County Library, “and hope to do other things to
connect with the community.” (continued on page 4)

Maria Keeler and Anna Gutzwiller talk with John Salvator about
his past years in Shoreview, recording the interview for SHS files.
Several interviews comprised a Girl Scout project the pair worked
on. Anna and Maria will be on the SHS Oct.18 membership
program at the Shoreview Library. Photo submitted.




Some News, Some Notes. .

+ SHS continues to work closely with the city on the
Guerin Gas station restoration. The City Council gave
the go ahead last quarter for the restoration phase,
using both city and SHS funds ($19,500) to do so.
Work on the structure’s windows is underway. Best
bet: the facility will be done by next spring when the
facility will be placed on the historic Larson farm
home plot, Lexington Ave. and County Road |. The
SHS may have a program/ceremony featuring the
installation. Future plans include gas pumps and
signs

+ Check Out Our Web Site. SHS intends to alert the
greater community of coming events and other
society information in an interesting way through its
new web site, recently put into operation. Pam
Videen, SHS board member and our webmaster,
has been putting on the finishing touches. Pam would
appreciate any photo items you have that may fit a
historical theme. You can reach her at:
Pam.videen@mnhs/org. The web site address is
www. Shoreviewhistoricalsociety.org.

+ October is Ghost time. The “Nearly Departed:
Minnesota Ghost Stories and Legends” is area
author Michael Norman’s book about scary stuff here
in Shoreview and elsewhere. Norman spoke to SHS
members two years ago. Check your local bookstore
for a copy or the Chickadee Boutique.

+ 25 Bucks Worth! The 51 acres purchased on the
west side of Turtle Lake by Thomas and Anna
Schifsky (our 2011 “Heritage Family of the Year”)
cost them .50 cents an acre back in the 1880. It
would cost somewhat more today.

+ Seventeen New Members were added to the SHS
rolls last quarter, mostly due to a special offer at the
Slice of Shoreview. It was the most new members in
a single quarter since the SHS founding back in
1991.

+ In Memoriam. (Shoreviews notes its seniors, age of
80 an over, who died in the last quarter.)

+ Humphrey Banwell, 86, died Aug. 16. He is survived
by his wife Alla Furman; daughters Heather, Carol, Sara,
and Michelle; son Todd; and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. + Jeanne Des Lauriers, 82, died July 4.
She is survived by her husband Louis; daughters Mary,
Kay, Virginia and Michelle; sons John, Tom, and Jay; and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Lorraine
Goodman, 90, died Aug. 9. She is survived by her

Tower Crash is Forever
Part of City History

—When the 1,285 foot high radio-tv tower
crashed to ground in Shoreview some 40
years ago last month, killing seven persons, it
left an indelible and sad spot in the city’s
history.

Among several growing Twin Cities
suburbs, the tower site was selected for its
natural high ground giving the transmitter a
strong signal. Persons witnessing the acci-
dent said the tower seemed to collapse in
several spots. It was called the worst con-
struction accident in Minnesota history.

Rumors after the crash questioned the
integrity of the remaining standing tower,;
Mayor Bill Farrell rode to the top in a move to
quell the rumors and demonstrate the tower’s
safety.

SHS has helped document the event
with a collection of area publications and
audio recordings by Farrell. Two books pub-
lished about Shoreview’s history and its
people---Shoreview Reflections and Images of
Shoreview---also include the collapse.

$1.6 Million Budget Cut Hits MHS Services

A budget cut of $1.6 million for the MifEsota
Historical Society will mean a reduction in services and
added charges for some others. For example,
commencing in December admission fees for historic sites
and museums will increase by $1, except students
attending on school projects.

Operating hours for public sites will remain the
same, but the reduction will reduce the society’s efforts at
collections of important materials.

Daughter Patricia; and grandchildren and great- grand
grandchildren + Terese Janot, 95, died Aug.25. She is
survived by her son Patrick; daughters Nancy and Patricia;
and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Phyllis
Mazey, 89, died Sep 6. She is survived by daughters Barb,
Susan and Debbie; and grandchildren and great-grand -
children. + Donald Olson, 90, died July 27.He is survived
by daughter Darlene; son Donald; and grandchildren.
+George Uram, 85, died Aug 4. He is survived by his wife
Shirley; daughters Sue and Jane; sons John and Tom; and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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SHS Board Member Doris Claeys collects
information from descendants of the Thomas and
Anna Schifsky family (Heritage Family of the Year) in
photo below, while they visited the SHS exhibit at the
Slice of Shoreview. The family had nine children who
in turn had many children and grandchildren. Approxi-
mately 75 members of the Schifsky family attended a
reunion at the Slice of Shoreview. It was easily the
largest number of family members to attend a SHS-
sponsored Heritage family event. Family members
were to have marched in the Slice parade, but it was
was canceled due to stormy weather. Jim Bucher, SHS
board member, again constructed an interesting ex-
hibit booth that featured the celebration of SHS’s 20th
year, and als0 covered the Heritage Family of the Year
project.

--History does not repeat itself. The historians
repeat one another.—Max Berbohm.

MHS Tours of State Capitol, Exporing
‘Ghostly Spirits’ in the Evening
Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) offers
special tours the latter part of October—exploring
the ghostly spirits and art treasures and war mem-
orials of the State Capitol. See the State Capitol
in a way that is rarely seen. This popular 60-minute
tour takes visitors around the dimly- lighted Capitol
as it was in 1906 to meet costumed performers who
portray the Capitol’s historical “spirits,says the MHS.
Lurking in the shadows are the “spirits” who
want to share their stories, i.e., civil war veteran

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
OR RENEWAL FOR
SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

Email address:

Indicate preferred type of membership.
Annual dues:

__ Adult $15; 3yrs —$37.50
___ Sr.Citizen $10; 3yrs — $25
___ Student $10; 3yrs -- $25
___ Family $18; 3yrs - $45
Additional tax deductible donations are welcome

Volunteer opportunities: (Check here or call
651- 483-2416 or 651- 490-7510). Cut out and
mail with check to: Doris Claeys, 4035 Victoria St
N. #110, Shoreview, MN 55126

Membership includes a subscription to
Historical ShoreViews.

The Shoreview Historical Society was born in
1991 when a group of residents took an interest in
preserving and recording both the important and
significant events in the city, but also those that told of
our city’s growth and deeds of our people. Since its
inception the society has worked to fulfill that mission. If
you are interested in participating on SHS committees or
on its operating board, please give any director a call.

reminiscing his wartime experiences; or learn from a
Capitol dome construction foreman as he illustrates
the building of one of the world’s largest self-support
ing marble domes

The tours are offered Oct 20, 21, 22, 27, 28,
29 at 6:30, 7, 7:30, and 8 p.m. Reservations are
required. Call 651-269-2881 for tickets; prices range
from $10 for adults; $9 seniors; and $7 for students.




SHS Members Have a ‘Good Volunteer Time’ at Antiques Road Show

Shoreview Historical Society members went to the PBS-TV Antiques Road taping last quarter just as
volunteers, but one member, Jim Bucher, wound up having his antique folk art whirlagig piece chosen to be on
the show; pending a final decision by show producers it may be included on the telecast next year.

Jim’s whirlagig item, carved by his grandfather, dates back perhaps to early 20th century. Jim chatted
several minytes with the TV interviewer/ appraiser on camera. “He knew what he was talking about,” said Jim
who also brought an ornate chess set for appraisal. His whirligig was estimated to have a value of $10,000 to
$15,000, the appraiser said.

Each of the event’s 111 volunteers and attendees could bring two items for appraisals by the antique
experts, many from New York City.

In all, SHS members contributed more than 85 hours of volunteer time, all spent standing on the con-
crete at the Minneapolis Convention Center. The process to inspect the antiques or “nearly antiques” of some
6,000 attendees doesn't allow much time for resting. Other SHS volunteers were Pam Videen, Lu Slaten, Doris
Claeys, Jacci Krebsbach, Mary Hilfiker and Don Follett, with the latter four also volunteering at the last Road
Show Twin Cities visit in 2004.

TPT Channel 2's Director of Community Relations Mike Rydberg said: “We appreciate the work of our
volunteers who make Antiques Road Show possible. Without them we couldn’t go on.” SHS was the only
organization represented among the volunteers, all others volunteering as individuals. The show’s taping was
at the Minneapolis Convention Center and is scheduled to be shown in early 2012.

A Nice Fall Drive: Doing the Shoreview Heritage Tour

How’s this for a nice fall drive around Shoreview to the see the colors and important spots in
Shoreview? Drive the self guided history tour--- the Shoreview Heritage Tour-— put together by the SHS a few
years ago. The interesting stop along the way all there yet, with more to be added in the future.

You will need to pick up a Heritage Tour routing sheet or call the SHS for a copy. Among the places

you see in a 32-site tour would include sites where the former well known night
spots in Shoreview like the Snail Lake Tavern, Breezy Point and others. See
where the hideout for Ma Barker and John Dillinger, known gangland
characters of the 1930s, some former homes of state political figures, the
historic Lepak/Larson farmhouse now refurbished. Also the former site of
Cardigan Junction, where tracks from Minneapolis and St. Paul still meet,
recalls the busy days where many people waited to be picked up.

On many of the routes are majestic trees in their full fall color. There is
also brilliant fall colors in the Shoreview Parks such as Snail Lake Regional
Park and Turtle Lake Park. Many of the homes of early settlers and farmers of

more than a century ago are also on the route.

The City of Shoreview and SHS finalized the Heritage Tour in commemoration of the city’s 50" birthday
in 2007. The tour included in Shoreview Reflections available at City Hall and the Chickadee Boutique.
Depending how much time you would like to spend at each site, the tour can be done in two hours or
less.Let’s face it, a drive around Shoreview in the fall is beautiful in itself, but the city’s points of significance is
a nice extra for your driving please. Give it spin.

Programs in Conjunction with the Library----continued

“Oral interviews with Shoreview seniors has been part of the SHS mission for a long time,” said SHS
President Jacci Krebsbach, “and the Girl Scouts work gave us an important lift.”

The seniors interviewed by the two scouts were Art Dehn, Barb Wegleitner, Bill Farrell, Carol Fellner
Eileen Kath, Janet Heaberlin, Juan (Nito) Quitevis, Marlene Stoehr,Pat Holmes, Peggy Wedell, John Salvator,
Richard Rademacher, June Fischer, Terrance, Quigley, Van Linke, William and Bev Seabloom.




