Historical Shore VIEWS

Shoreview’s 54rd Year

‘preserving today’s history for tomorrow’ July 2011

From the President

Stories of Those Who
Made a Difference

s we celebrate the 20"
Aanniversary of SHS, we

are excited to go forward
with a project we envisioned in
our early years. Conducting
interviews and collecting oral
histories is critical to any
historical organization. Al-
though early SHS board
members began this process in
the early 1990’s, we have let
that focus lapse.

When we were appro-
ached by Girl Scouts Maria
Keeler and Anna Gutzwilller,
Mounds View students, working
for their gold award, we knew
we could resume this import-
ant feature. Sadly, many of the
citizens on our original list have
died and we have lost their
stories forever.

So, we will be collecting
20 stories from 20 people who
made a difference in the
Shoreview we know today ---
school board and city council
members, coaches in Little
League or hockey, former
Jaycees, 4 H members, early
League of Women Voters
members, early Shoreview
business owners, etc.

If you, or someone you
know, is an interview prospect,
please contact the girls at:
Maria3anna@gmail.com. It's
all about the story !!

---Jacci Krebsbach

+ Something for Everyone +

‘Slice’ Exhibit to Feature Our 20th Birthday,
and the 2011 Schifsky Heritage Family

This year the SHS Slice of Shoreview exhibit will have something of
interest for everyone.

As members know, this is our 20" birthday. A photo exhibit will
highlight some of major events during our SHS history; and, as has been
the case the past few years, recognition of the year’s Heritage Family
(Thomas and Anna Schifsky) will also be included in a new larger tent
located near the exposition’s entrance.

SHS board member Jim Bucher will manage the exhibit as he has
in other years. Staffing of the booth will be by SHS members. (If you are
interested in staffing the booth during a segment of the festival July 22-24,
give Secretary Don Follett a call, 651-490-7510).

Two for One Memberships

During the Slice, SHS will offer two memberships for the price of
one for all new members. That's a good time to tell your friends to get over
to the SHS tent and sign up. New signees will also receive the book,
Shoreview Reflections, published a few years ago as a special gift.

Girl Scouts Interviewing Seniors for SHS Oral History

A pair of Girl Scouts volunteering with the SHS will conduct a series
of interviews with Shoreview seniors in the coming months to help build up
the society’s oral history files.

‘“We're pleased to have both Anna Gutzwiller and Maria Keeler
(Mounds View students) working on their project which in turn assists the
SHS,” says Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president. “It will be a good experience
for them and help us increase our number of oral histories.” It is important
to gather the “stories from our seniors” before it is too late, she added.

The two students are first soliciting candidates for their oral
histories through the mail. “If you know of seniors in Shoreview who could
contribute interesting stories about their early experiences, please let us
know,” says Krebsbach. The interviews will take an hour or more to
complete.

SHS has done oral histories for several years, but the task is one
that sometimes is dropped in its priority. “All too often, | have heard about
someone who had lived an interesting and full life in the community and we
haven’t been able to record their recollections,” she said.




SHS News Notes

+ Three Directors Elected to SHS Board at Annual Meeting Three incumbent SHS
directors were re-elected at the SHS annual meeting in April. They are Doris Claeys, Pam Videen and Don
Follett. Videen was fulfilling and completing the term held by Ken Hoff.

In a brief business meeting, President Jacci Krebsbach reviewed some of the organization’s highlights
in the past year, updating the progress on the Guerin garage restoration, a revised SHS web site and noted
that “2011 is our birthday year”. A salute to the SHS Heritage Family of the year (see page 4) followed the
meeting.

+ SHS at ‘Antiques Road Show’ SHS will have a presence at national public television’s Antiques
Road Show when the production comes to the Minneapolis Convention Center on July 8-9. Several SHS
board members will among the 120 volunteers who will help during the show’s production. While the video
taping occurs July 9, the Minneapolis “shows” won’t be broadcast for several months. SHS members also
volunteered at the last Road Show in 2005 when it came to the St. Paul River Centre.

+ In Memoriam. + Donavin Andreasen, 84, died May 24. He is survived by his wife Joanne, daughters
Doreen and Wendy; sons Patrick, Thomas, and Kelley; grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Katherine
Buhajenko, 85, died May 11. She is survived by daughter Luba; son John; and grandchildren. + Madeline
Cimbura, 97, died Apr. 25. She is survived by daughter Cynthia; son Steven; and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. + Adeline Langhoff, 91, died May 26. She is survived by her daughter Marlys; sons James
and Steven. + Stanley Pojanowski, 84,died May 6.He is survived by his wife Rosella; daughters Kathy, Cindy,
and Peggy; sons Ray, Steven and Paul; and grandchildren and great grandchildren.+ Rodney Sahli, 83,died
June 22. He is survived by his wife Andrea Carley; daughter Ann; and grandchildren.

Membership Application ar “oriwal Shoreview Foundation Announces
for Shoreview Historical Society

Name Grant of $3,600 to SHS

Address A $3,600 grant awarded to the SHS by the
City, State, Zip Shoreview Community Foundation(SCF) will be
Telephone used to help restore windows on the historical

Indicate preferred type of membership.
Annual dues:

__ Adult $15; 3yrs — $37.50
Sr. Citizen $10; 3 yrs — $25
Student $10; 3 yrs - $25
___ Family $18; 3yrs - $45
Additional tax deductible donations are welcome

Volunteer opportunities: (Check here or call
651- 483-2416 or 651- 490-7510). Detach &
mail with check to: Doris Claeys, 4035 Victoria St
N. #110, Shoreview, MN 55126

Membership includes a subscription to

Historical ShoreViews.

Guerin station.

Announcement of the grant was made at a
summer concert at the Shoreview commons
pavilion in June. In a letter to SHS, the foundation
said the grant “is pending due diligence from the St.
Paul Foundation” with whom the SCF is affiliated.

In thanking the SCF, SHS President Jacci
Krebsbach said “the funds greatly assist the SHS in
helping complete the restoration project.”
Restoration bids are currently being taken on the
building which dates back to the 1920s.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society, 350 W. County Highway
96, Shoreview, MN 55126, for its members and friends. SHS board members are Jim Bucher, Doris Claeys, Don
Follett, Jacci Krebsbach, Lucena Slaten, Pam Videen and Peggy Wedell. You are encouraged to contribute
information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email:
DHFCVF29@USfamily.net.To join the society, contact Doris Claeys,4035 Victoria St N #110,Shoreview, MN 55126




Through the Years: Shoreview Historical Society Marks its 20"

n the history business, 20 years usually isn't too much to record. For a fledging organization like the
Shoreview Historical Society, getting off to an active and energetic start in its early years, however, was--
and is-- important.

In marking its 20" birthday this year, SHS can recall its growing pains, but has also worked to bring
forward a Iqt of information for history devotees as well as the general public. In the process, it invited
participation in its extended plans and programs over the past two decades and into the future.

Jeanene Hayes was the group’s first president in 1991 and her board worked at establishing some
necessary basics and some doable projects. Citizens were made more aware of their surroundings in
Shoreview and what its early settlers brought to the area. Many of Shoreview’s early families were able to tell
the “tales of change” of decades ago as the landscape of general and garden farming gradually evolved into
the urban area in which new highways and businesses brought a new enivironment. Men like Carl Holmberg,
Ken Hoff, Art Larson and women like Alice Flor, Virginia Lundgren and others were helpful with stories about
a young community born as a new city in 1957 when was separated from Mounds View.

Local authors such as Rosemary Palmer explained more about
our existence and growth. Meanwhile the society sought input from its
many neighborhoods; appreciation of our natural resources of the parks
and woodlands and lakes grew. The society has promoted some old time
fun events like potluck picnics,walking tours and evening programs, and
visits to the Minnesota History Center. Later it helped develop the city’s
Heritage Trail tour citing the city’s significant sites and pathways.

In many ways, the SHS has grown in the expected directions:
building an oral history library; compiling, through the help of many, a photo history of its citizens; encouraging
efforts with local families to construct their genealogies. With new president Jacci Krebsbach,1995, it has
worked on projects of preservation such as the Art Larson farm (photo above) and has acquired artifacts such
as the Guerin garage and other smaller items that characterized family farm living of a half century and more
ago. Information was developed about our early schools and teachers, and even our early forestation. The
society has worked to underscore some of its early families, holding programs which revealed early days of
economic struggle and also honoring many of those long time families. It has specifically honored all its
citizens over the age of 80. In the same vein, the work of the city’s early elected officers was also recorded
through the society’s Historical ShoreViews newsletter.

Also there have been informal efforts in helping us all learn more about past tlmes through antique
appraisal shows. A standing display directed by Peg Wedell in the :
Community Center features a variety of events and history of our people
over the years.

The society continues to seek ways to find a “home of its own”,
now utiizing space at the Snail Lake Educational Center. SHS is
immersed in work utilizing the new technology of computers and other
recording devices. Meanwhile, it seeks involvement in community
events such as the Slice of Shoreview and various information fairs held
over the years. Shoreview’s life during the WW Il years, the history of Preventorium, the Gospel Mission and
other topics have been well recorded as city landmarks. There is much yet to do in developing Shoreview’s full
history story; and SHS invites all Shoreview residents are invited to be a part of it in the decades ahead.




Heritage Celebration Brings Relatives Together in Peppy Program

Most family  get-togethers
evoke an exchange of news
about its members.

Some might even wind up
introducing new members to
others for the first time. That was
somewhat the case when the
descendants of the Thomas and
Anna (then-Januszewski) Schifsky
family were honored at the SHS
“Heritage Family of the Year”
celebration last quarter.

The family was an extra-
ordinary large one with the couple
having nine children and many of
them also having several children
as well as it moved into the 20"
century.

“l was really surprised at
the turnout, as | thought maybe 20
or so members of the family would
be there,” says Dave Sina whose
mother is Dorothy Schifsky Sina,
and the oldest living member of
the Schifsky family. Dave pointed
out there was an 18 year spread
between the oldest child, Rosa
(1870) and the youngest, Louis
(1888).

As it turned out, there
were more than 75 in attendance.
A feature story about the family in
the Shoreview Press probably
helped attract more.

“It was good for me to see
how much the young folks were
interested in their family’s past,”
remarked Dave.

Right now Dave and
others are firming up plans for the
Schifsky family wunit in the
upcoming Slice of Shoreview
parade on July 23 and a family
reunion set for the Island Lake
picnic grounds.

At the Heritage Family of
the Year presentation, Dave told

the audience of the family’s
journey and growth.
As he talked, various

relatives in the audience would
help him fill in any missing
information. After all, they were
Schifskys too---- including some
Dave hadn’t seen for a few years.

Dave traced the family’s
origin from Prussia(Germany) to
this country and ultimately to their

Dave Sina traced the Schifsky family’s
place of origin with a map of Europe.

Mayor Sandy Martin, right, was there
to congratulate the family including
Dorothy Schifsky Sina, center, and
Rosemary Koch one of the triplets
born to Pauline and Louis Schifsky,
son of Thomas and Anna.

becoming owners of land adjacent
to Turtle Lake and making
“Schifsky’s Beach” a landmark in
the northern suburbs. He came
armed with an informative hand-
out fact sheet on the family.

A panel comprised of
relatives Dick Schifsky, Dick
Moga and Rosemary Koch talked
about their long-ago memories
and growing up in Shoreview.

Shoreview Mayor Sandy
Martin was in attendance to
congratulate the family.

A large crowd was on hand to help
celebrate the Schifsky Heritage Family
of the Year event at the Community
Center.

Thanks From Dorothy
We were highly honored and
would like to thank all of the
Shoreview Historical Society members
for choosing the Louis Schifsky family
as “ Heritage Family of the Year.” Very
pleased to see such a turnout, also.
And thanks to Peggy Wedell for
sending the display pictures.
----- Dorothy Sina Schifsky




