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From the President
An Exciting and

Eventful Year

It's going to be an
exciting year for the SHS -- and
we invite you to join us often.

Let’s start with the
Heritage Family program
honoring the Schifsky family . If
you have
memories of
swimming at
Tony’s Beach
or Schifsky’s
Turtle Lake
resort, come
April 17" to the
Community Center and share
your memories. Or just come
to learn more about the family
and Turtle Lake.

+ - -

At Slice of Shoreview
this summer, the SHS moves
into its own 10 X 20 ft. tent
and will feature displays,
exhibits and a surprise or two.

- - -

In October, tentative
plans are being made to open
the Lepak/ Larson house for
tours and hopefully, this will tie
in with the unveiling of the
restored Guerin gas station at
its permanent home site. More
on this in July newsletter.----

Jacci Krebsbach

Society to Salute One of Area’s Oldest Families

One of Shoreview’s earliest families will be honored this month as
Shoreview Historical Society’s “Heritage Family of the Year.”

The family being honored is the Thomas and Anna Schifsky family
who first farmed land west of Lexington Ave., north of where highway 96
is, and also land on the shore of Turtle Lake back in the 1880s.

Old records show there were some buildings on the land. On Turtle
lake was there where Schifsky’ s beach later became a well known
destination site for area swimmers over several decades. The area’s first
farmers were believed there just before the Civil War.
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A Century Ago. Anna Schifsky, center, enjoys a ride
Louis, and his fiancée Pauline Jereczek, out and about in 1910.
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What: Schifsky ‘Heritage Family of the Year’ Celebration

When/Where: 3 p.m. April 17 Shoreview Community Center

The Schifsky family was nominated for the Heritage family honor
by several Shoreview persons and met the criteria for selection and will be
honored at 3 p.m. April 17 at the Community Center.

An informal program by Schifsky family members and relatives will
tell the story of the family’s presence in the community.

Thomas and Anna had nine children who, in turn, collectively gave
birth to more than 40 grandchildren, and thus the family has expanded
through marriages with many other families across Shoreview and beyond.

Thomas was born Thomas Januszewsky in Breslau Germany in
1842 . Anna was born Anna Gulgusky in Kreuz Konig in 1850. After
marrying in 1869, they came to the U.S. in 1873..

(continued on page 2)




Schifsky family--- continued

Past Heritage Families of the Year Thomas died in 1907 at age 64, leaving
Anna with eight surviving children, ages 18 to 36.
Anna died in 1935, subdividing the lakeshore lots in
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g A oparg S s Bty Lty 1921 as parts of Schifsky’s Addition.
2005 - Henry and Henrietta Bucher Dorothy (Schifsky) Sina, granddaughter, is
2006 - Hilmer and Gladys Seabloom the. eldgst of th(—;- Schifsky descendents and still
. resides in Shoreview (see story on page 4).

2008 - Gust and Anna Larson In  Shoreview Reflections, an informal

collection of stories about early Shoreview, it notes
2009 - John and Magdalina Kurkowski Louis and Tony Schifsky starting two bathing

2010 - David and Emilie Guerin beaches on the lake during World War | and later,
* 2007-_Saluting Shoreview’s 50t Year until the land was sold to developers in the 1960s.

+ In Memoriam. Historical Shoreviews regularly notes those Shoreview area persons age 80 and over who have died
in the last quarter. + Marge Anderson, 88, died Jan 10. She is survived by daughter Rochelle; sons Scott and
Clark; and grandchildren. + Lloyd Frederickson, 94, died Jan 30. He is survived by his wife Peg; daughter Beth;
son Scott; and grandchildren. + Ruth Gutzman, 85, died Feb. 19. She is survived by husband Floyd; sons
Brian, David, Donald and Kenneth; daughters Lynnette, Marilyn, Suzanne, and Kathleen; and grandchildren.

+ Russell Hackman, 92, died Dec. 30. He is survived by brothers Gordon and Charles. + Lucille Leibel, 92, died
Feb. 12. She is survived by son Charles; daughter Margie; and grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Lois
Reis, 80, died Mar. 1. She is survived by sons Don, Tom, Paul and Dean; daughter Doreen; and grandchildren
and great grandchildren.+ Barbara Kast-Walton, former SHS board member, died Feb. 9. She is survived by
her husband Richard; sons Steve, John, Joe and Wayne; daughter Kristine; and grandchildren.

Dorothy Sina---continued

Now, at age 95, Dorothy remains active and still drives her carefully-maintained 1983 Oldsmobile,
although during this past rugged winter daughter Dianne Peck served as chauffer. “| still like to play cards once
a week at the Community Center,” says Dorothy. That's where she was when she learned her home was on
fire. "Unfortunately, we lost some of the family’s old photo albums and other things, but no one was injured.”

The home was fixed up like new and Dorothy moved back in---back to comfortable Shoreview.

Guerin Garage Project Moves Ahead; To Be Sited on Art Larson Home Grounds

Shoreview City Council has approved a plan that moves ahead the restoration and siting of the old Roy
Guerin garage structure, a move urged by the SHS and Guerin relatives. The small structure was salvaged
after the garage went out of business years ago and is one of a few remaining business structures from the city
in the 1930s. The unit was moved to Custom Stainless Steel, Inc., last month for restoration work.

After surveying several sites, the Art Larson farm home grounds at Lexington Ave. and County Road |
was selected to be the preferred location. It is also hoped to be on display during the Slice of Shoreview
at Island Lake Park in July. Both the City and SHS have spent considerable time and careful planning on the
project.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society, 350 W. County Highway
96, Shoreview, MN 55126 for its members and friends. SHS board members are Jim Bucher, Doris Claeys, Don
Follett, Jacci Krebsbach, Lucena Slaten, Pam Videen and Peggy Wedell. You are encouraged to contribute
information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email:
DHFCVF29@USfamily.net.To join the society, contact Doris Claeys,4035 Victoria St N #110,Shoreview, MN 55126




At SHS Beginning
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SHS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING IS SET FOR APRIL 17
A brief annual meeting will held prior to the Heritage Family program at the Community Center at 3 p.m
April 17. Among other items on the agenda will be the election of three directors (see ballot below.) SHS by-
laws allow for up to nine directors and there are presently seven. Persons interested in being on the board may

contact SHS President Jacci Krebsbach, who also says she welcomes other items for the agenda. This year
marks the SHS’ 20" Year.
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SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY/Director Ballot
Annual Meeting 2 p.m. April 17, 2011
Shoreview Community Center

Please vote(check by name) and/or submit names of any write-in candidates as board
members for the Shoreview Historical Society. Board members serve for a three-year term.

Doris Claeys* Don Follett*____Pam Videen* Write-in
Please return to:

Shoreview Historical Society Please return not later than April 13, 2011
C/o Snail Lake Education Center “incumbents

350 W Ramsey County Highway 96
Shoreview, MN 55126




Long-time Shoreview Resident Dorothy Sina Looks Back

(Editor’s note:
this is another
in a series about
area seniors
whose life’s
experiences
help make the
Shoreview area
aricher one.)

hen Historical Shoreviews last
Wspoke at length with Dorothy Sina,

she had just celebrated her 82nd
birthday and was getting comfortable with
being a senior citizen, though still main-
taining her strong sense of independence
while persevering life’s journeys.

Thirteen years later, not much has
changed, as she still resides in her home
of 70 years--though it was gutted by fire in
2005 and then restored.

After the fire, she had the house
repaired and returned to living in it. “Why
not--- | am not ready yet for a seniors
housing home,” she says, adamant about
staying on familiar ground.

Dorothy hasn’t wandered far from
her roots, growing up on her parents’ farm
on Turtle Lake--- and later when she was
married, moving a few miles south. She
knows the Shoreview territory.

Dorothy is something of a Shoreview
historian. Born in her grandparents Thomas
and Anna Schifsky’s home on Turtle lake,
she is the eldest surviving member of that
family being honored as the SHS Heritage
Family of the Year. (Story on page 1.)
Dorothy and husband Ray, in turn, had five
children, David, Diane, Donald, Delores,
and Dottie. Ray died in 1996.

For the historical society, Dorothy
frequently has been its “go to” person in
confirming information or situations of
decades ago. “She knows a lot about the
community and people who have lived
here,” says Jacci Krebsbach, SHS
president.

Dorothy grew up in Shoreview (then
Mounds View), when the area was all
farmland. Life on her folks’ (Louis and
Pauline Schifsky) farm, off Lexington Ave.,
meant hard work for the whole family, the
kids included. She was one of five siblings,
including a set of triplets.

Dorothy has keen memories of her
youth: “We grew most of our own food. Kids
back then did a lot of manual work-- and
didn’t think anything of it. | probably can
thank those early days of farm work---
milking cows, feeding chickens, helping in
the field, bringing in wood---for giving my
longevity,” she cracks. Mostly she credits
her good health today to those early years
in the fields.

She had several jobs growing up in
Shoreview. After spending her youth
working at Schifsky’s beach resort on Turtle
Lake, she later worked at Sears for 17
years. Earlier she was a young waitress at
her husband-to-be’s Turtle Lake tavern at
Lexington Ave. and Highway 96.

“What | enjoyed the most was
working at the beach, where | operated a
soda pop stand,” smiles Dorothy. “After
working all day with the boats, we would
relax and go swimming in the evening.”

In the early years, she walked a
mile and a half to District #35 school, in all
kinds of weather. There were no “snow
days” then. Later, when she was about to
attend Washington High School in St. Paul,
her father took her out of school to work.

Showing that independent bent,
Dorothy wanted to go back to school. “Me
and my mom got together, persuaded my
dad and | went back to school. | graduated
when | was 20 years old,” she says proudly.

After marrying Ray, a nearby
neighbor and ten years her senior in 1941,
the couple moved into what is Dorothy’s
present home that fall, just months before
WW 1.

Across the street was the Twin
Cities arsenal. “All the neighbors could see
the tracer bullets when they were fired at
night during test firing” for the war effort.

Dorothy Sina

(continued on page two)




