Historical Shore VIEWS

Shoreview’s 54rd Year

reserving today’s history for tomorrow’ January 2011

From the President
History is Stories

birthday is always
Azxciting and that is no
xception for the Shore

view Historical Society. It is
hard to believe that it's been 20
years since our inception--- and
that Doris Claeys and | are still
on the board!

Over the years we have
hosted some
fun events and
met some
amazing peo-
ple who have
shared their
stories and
history with us.
For me, it’s like
a treasure hunt: | interview
someone and they talk about a
school, a farm, a business or a
relative, and | immediately want
to know more about it. That
leads to more research, more
photos and more wonderful
stories.

History is all about stories
and connections. Our Heritage
Family Program exemplifies this
and we hope to receive nomin-
ations from more of you. We
will announce our 2011 family
in April and it will be the focus
of our program.

The SHS is excited that the
Guerin Gas Station will be in a
public location this year. With
the collaborative efforts of the
City and the SHS, our dream
will finally become a reality. We
also hope to launch a fund drive
to help finance the restoration.

---Jacci Krebsbach

Shoreview Historical Society Marks 20" Year

Back in 1991, Shoreview Mayor Dick Wedell thought it good
idea for the city to have a historical society to record our city's
progress.

“The board is presently looking at different ways to mark our
birthday,” says Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president (see her column).
“If society members have some ideas along that line, let us know.”

The society’s first president was Jeanene Hayes, a 13-year
resident of the city. (Story on page 2). Among other activities, the
early group toured the Twin Cities Ammunition Plant and later the
Minnesota History Center and initiated a newsletter in 1992.

Heritage Family Nominations Due February 1

The Shoreview Historical Society’s Heritage Family program
continues this year, in place since 2004.

Nominations for the Heritage Family should be forwarded to the
society not later than Feb. 1. Among the criteria that the SHS board
reviews are whether the family members have lived a significant part or
all of their lives in Shoreview. Of vital interest is whether the family has
contributed to the vitality of the community and the quality of life through
service in social or civic organizations.

“Our nominees over the years have involved both long-time farmers
who have spent their lives on the land, and businessmen who have served
the city’s residents,” says Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president.

SHS has sponsored the event for the past six years, except in 2007
when it helped the entire City mark its 50" anniversary.

Other criteria used in nominating a Heritage family includes a
family’s history that dates back two generations or more in the community,
which has frequently been the case where family farms were passed on
through the generations. In some instances, a family may have made
a singular contribution to the betterment of the community. In many
instances, in the case of larger farms, the landowner may have had land of
historical significance.

In the past, SHS has honored the families of Howard and Virginia
Lundgren; Hilmer and Gladys Seabloom; Henry and Anna Bucher; Andrew
and Magdalina Kurkowski; Gust and Anna Larson; and David and Emilie
Guerin.

Nominations for the Heritage Family may be mailed to the SHS at
350 Highway 96, Shoreview, MN 55126, or by contacting any SHS board
member.




Membership Application or Renewal

for Shoreview Historical Society
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone
Indicate preferred type of membership.
Annual dues:

___ Adult $15; 3yrs —$37.50
___ Sr.Citizen $10; 3yrs —$25
___ Family $18; 3yrs --$45

Additional tax deductible donations are welcome
Volunteer opportunities: (Check here or call
651- 483-2416 or 651- 490-7510). Detach & mail
with check to: Doris Claeys, 4035 Victoria St N.
#110, Shoreview, MN 55126
Membership includes a subscription to Historical
ShoreViews.

Shoreview Historical Society forms in 1991----continued

In Memoriam + Leone Barron, 85, died Oct 6.She is
survived by a son Gary; and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. + Marilyn Clark, 81, died Nov. 1. She
survived by her husband Edward; sons Steve, Ron,
Kevin and Tim; daughters Mari, Cindy and Kathy;
and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Virginia
Glennon, 81,died Nov.23. Survived by her daughters
Debbie, Becky, Christy, Linda, Maureen and Michele;
and sons Michael and Daniel; and grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. + Laurence Kress, 86, died Oct.
14.He is survived by sisters Elaine, Phyliss, and
Judy; and brother James. + Mary Maranda, 91, died
Oct. 28. She is survived by sons Edward, Joel,
Patrick and Mike; daughters Kathleen, Mary Beth,
Nanette and Colleen; and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. + Katherine O’Fallon, 86, died Dec. 6.
She is survived by daughters Patty, Peggy, and
Kathy; son Pat; and grandchildren and great-grand-
children. + Robert Palmer, 91 died Oct. 15. + Norris
Thorstad, 85, died Nov. 3. He is survived by his wife
Anna; sons Wesley, David, and Stephen; daughter
Kaye; and grandchildren and great-grand children.

+ Jane Washburn, 88, died Oct. 10. She is survived
by her husband Vince; son Dick; daughter Kathie;
and grandchildren and great-grand children.
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Sighting the Sites. Robert Claybaugh, Claybaugh
Preservation Architecture, Inc, Taylor Falls, WI. (left) and
Terry Schwerm, Shoreview City Manager, surveyed the Art
Larson farm grounds last fall, one of many sites visited by
the pair and others to help assess an appropriate site for the
restored Guerin service station, once located on Rice St. and
Owasso Blvd.

Cyr, who came to the group with museum experience, remembers the society’s early days as being
“interesting to find out about our pioneer fathers and how their desendents continued to reside in the area.”

Jeanene moved to Madison, MN, and currently has an interest in Madison’s 125" Anniversary this year.
An noteworthy side story is that Jeanene’s mother, Doris Claeys, was an original board member who 20 years
later continues to serve with great energy as its membership chair and treasurer, having first been named

“temporary treasurer” in 1991.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society, 350 W. County Highway
96, Shoreview, MN 55126 for its members and friends. SHS board members are Jim Bucher, Doris Claeys, Don

Follett, Jacci Krebsbach, Lucena Slaten, Pam Videen and Peqqgy Wedell. You are encouraged to contribute
information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email:

DHFCVF29@USfamily.net.To join the society, contact Doris Claeys,4035 Victoria St N #110,Shoreview, MN 55126




At SHS Beginning
Newspaper Iltem Sparks Initial Interest ... the Rest is H-i-s-t-0-r-y

(Editor’s note: As the SHS marks its 20" anniversary this year, Historical Shore Views will have stories recalling its
launching and our subsequent journey.)

t was just a small item in the local newspaper requesting persons interested in Shoreview’s history to

come to a meeting at City Hall,” remembers Jeanene Munsterman (then Hayes) about the time in 1990

when a half dozen or more citizens responded. Calling All Organizers was the headline. “We didn’t think it
would windup being: ‘You folks ARE now the Historical Society,” ” Jeanene said, thinking perhaps there was
already a group organized. Not the case: It was the new Historical Society Board, temporarily at least until
formal elections the following year.

The group got down to work on the nitty gritty. Things were a little scary in the beginning. “We decided
first of all to take things deliberately at first,” recalls Jeanene, "assuring we would have a strong underpinning.
We worked on a charter and by-laws, made sure we were proceeding in a correct manner.” The very first
official meeting of the group as a board was April
22, 1991, wherein by laws were approved. The
group met monthly thereafter.

For some, the pace was too measured,
Jeanene remembers. “Our immediate interest was
not in gathering stuff or building a museum, but
more so in capturing the recollections of others
through a written history,” she said. Several
contacts with the Minnesota Historical Society
were made, conversations with neighboring New
Brighton Historical Society were held, and much
reading about other historical societies operations.

“l remember when we first realized we
would need some initial funds to get going,”
Jeanene says. “| went before a City Council
The First shoreview Historical Society board, temporary meeting so scared to request a $1,000---maybe
until an election was held were, first row left to right Nancy W€ couldn’t justify such funding, since we had
Cyr, Doris Claeys, and Jacci Krebsbach; top row, Jeanene  nothing (tangible) to show so far for our efforts, no
Hayes, CharlesBennett, and Connie Shirkey. accomplishments. But | was happy to be greeted by
such great postive support from the council members and we received the funding.

“We knew Shoreview has a history, and it is worth recording,” Jeanene says. The first group had a
number of areas to explore and in September it began its information gathering. For example, even then board
members recognized the Art Larson home an ideal candidate for preservation and made immediate steps to
utilize City Hall as a meeting place; and the next year a newsletter was born, programs were held and board
fleshed out the SHS organization with committees.

The first newsletter called “Shoreview History” promoted a bus tour of Shoreview, called out for photo-
graphs of Shoreview’s past and carried a feature story about Island Lake Park, once a dairy farm. Others who
formed the first temporary board before elections were Jacci Krebsbach, Connie Shirkey, Doris Claeys,
Nancy Cyr and Charles Bennett . (continued on page two)




Peg Wedell: A Helper in Many Community Causes
She Joins Two Others from SHS in ‘Citizen of Year’ Honors

It was a perfect time and place to recognize
her volunteer work among many organizations and
causes.

Peg Wedell, long time SHS board member,
was chosen as “Shoreview’s Citizen of the Year” in
front of many of her volunteer peers at the city’'s
Volunteer Recognition Dinner Nov. 17, honoring
some 19 different city committees, commissions and
other organizations.

She follows Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president,
one of two persons honoured last year, and Mary
Hilfiker, first Shoreview resident to win the honor in
2007 and also a SHS board member at the time.

made the

Shoreview Mayor
announcement at the City’s Volunteer Appreciation Night.

Sandy Martin, right,

Being a SHS member was only a small part
for each to acquire the honor as all were involved in
several other community programs. In Peg’s case,
she was noted as helping some 14 different groups
as a volunteer.

“It certainly was a great surprise! ” said Peg,
in accepting the award from Mayor Sandy Martin.

In making the presentation, Martin said, Peg
typifies the award’s criteria of “caring citizens who
service exemplifies the spirit of giving back to the
community and fellow Shoreview residents.”

Peg is the widow of former Shoreview Mayor
Dick Wedell, who did much to instill “a spirit of
community” and a mainstay himself among
volunteers. The Wedells moved to Shoreview in
1961. The award was presented in the Dick Wedell
room at the Community Center.

For the SHS, Peg, a city resident for 50 years,
has been active in several of its projects including
setting up its ongoing interesting displays in the
community center; she has worked closely with area

schools in telling the city’s history; with our City’s 50™
Anniversary celebration; and many other projects.

“Peg is not only a valuable resource for the
SHS but for the community as well,” says Krebsbach.
“As the spouse of a political leader, she has been
part of Shoreview's growth as she developed
networks and friendships.

“Peg is responsible for the historical
displays at the Community Center and the Snail Lake
Education center, the few areas where the SHS is
visually available to the public. Many of the programs
hosted by the SHS have been inspired by her. We
are extremely fortunate to have Peggy Wedell as a
SHS Board Member.”

In other activities, Peg has been a long time
volunteer with the Ramsey County Sheriff’s office
where she was a part of the Adopt-A-School, Park
Watch and National Night out programs.

Peg with Jacci Krebsbach, center, and Mary Hilfiker, all
‘Citizens of the Year’.

About her being in perpetual motion in
volunteering, Peg says: “I enjoy working with people
and | like volunteering at places and with things that
are interesting. Places like the County Sheriff's office
and Developmentally Disabled were special sources
of much satisfaction.”

Other organizations where Peg has helped
include the Mounds View School District; Shoreview
4H Club organizer; New City Hall construction com-
mittee; Vietnamese Neighborhood Welcoming Com-
mittee; League of Women Voters; Neighborhood
Developmentally Disabled House Volunteer nurse;
and several others.

(Editor’s note: This is another story in a series about those
seniors whose life experiences and contributions help make
the Shoreview area a richer one.)




