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Historic Sites Help

Document Our Past
horeview was fortunate to
S have a historical visionary
living in our midst. Russell
Fridley, who died June 17, was
the director of the Minnesota
Historical Society
for three decades.
During his tenure
he developed the
historic sites pro-
gram we recognize
today. It was im-
portant to him to
to have restored structures that
helped document our past.

As the SHS pursues the
implementation of its own Histor-
ic Site Ordinance,we are focusing
on the restoration of the Guerin
Gas station (see story on page
4). The SHS and the City of
Shoreview intend to apply for a
Legacy grant to help in restora-
tion and site development.

The station, originally
owned by the Guerins, was
acquired by the Haggenmiller
family who donated it to the
society in hopes that it would be
placed on public land.

It is the intention of the
SHS to have the station restored
and placed by 2011—the 20"
anniversary of the SHS.
Donations for this cause may be
sent to Treasurer Doris Claeys,
4035 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN
55126.

We are following Mr.
Fridley’'s example.

---Jacci Krebsbach

Through the Years with Shoreview’s City Parks
SHS Slice Exhibit Will Feature Our Beautiful Parks

Sitzer Park, centrally located, underwent renovations in 2009, upgrading its
sports and recreation fields, even adding an electronic scoreboard. The eight-acre
park, the city’s oldest, was dedicated in 1973 and is named for Edward J. Sitzer, the
village’s first treasurer from 1947-57. It's the site of many little league games.

At this year’s Slice of Shoreview, July 23-25, the SHS exhibit will
feature the city parks, tracing their beginnings and how they are tied
together with the early leaders, farmers and civic leaders in the city.

In all, there are presently 10 parks in the city, each distinctive in
their own way, the result of long-range planning by the City’s park and
recreation department.

SHS Board Member Jim Bucher heads up the task committee that
will assemble the SHS exhibit. “Naturally, we can’t provide all the
historical information in the display, but it will be easy to see what natural
treasures we have in the city,” says Jim. The Slice will be again held at
Island Lake Park, (one of three Ramsey County parks in Shoreview.)

From its very beginning, Shoreview was blessed with sufficient
open spaces from which to have a comprehensive and citizen-friendly
park plan.

Shoreview parks range in size from one to 75 acres and have
been created between 1973 and 1994, Shoreview Commons Park, 1976,
is the second largest at 40 acres and was purchased from Rose Sinna.
The storm pond in the park is named Thompson Pond, in honor of
Socrates Thompson, among the area’s early settlers. More on city parks
on page 2.

Pam Videen is New Historical Society Board Member

Pam Videen has been appointed to the SHS board, filling out the
three-term of Ken Hoff, long-time board member who resigned at the end
of last year. She is employed at the Minnesota History Center and has
served with the Hugo Historical Commission.




Several Shoreview Parks Spring from Farmlands

i

Dedicating Bobby Theisen Park Dedicating Wilson Park
The Bobby Theisen Park, the former Vivian Park, was renamed for a sports-minded youth who had a rare blood
disease and although blind, he continued his interest in sport. The park was dedicated (left) in 1984. Theisen died
at age 27. Wilson Park is named for Willis Wilson, the city’s first Village Clerk. Above, right, Wilson spoke at the
park’s 1976 dedication ceremonies after receiving the proclamation certificate from Mayor Jim Olson, right.
(Photos from Shoreview Historical Society Archives.)

The city’s largest park, McCullough Park, features a variety of sports field, pathways and picnic
facilities. It is named for Mabelle McCullough, a city council member. One of the park’s baseball fields is
named for former Minnesota Twins pitcher and Shoreview resident Frank Viola. The forested park land was
purchased in 1983 and dedicated in 1988.

The 25-acre Bucher Park at 5900 MacKubin was created in the early 1960s when Shoreview
purchased former Henry Bucher farm land for $2,500.

Shamrock Park at Snelling Ave. and Hillview Road, one of three parks in northern sector of Shoreview,
got its name through a contest won by a 10-year old New Brighton girl. The park lies just north of the former
Twin Cities Ammunition Plant.

Perhaps least known is Ponds Park, comprised of a few lots—about an acre in size— created in the
1990s in the Shore Oaks East development at County Road | and Hodgson Rd. The park got its name in
1994.

SHS board member Doris Claeys has assembled much of history and some photos of each of our
parks. It makes for interesting reading about how the city government make parks and recreation a priority in
its planning. Most of the parks have provided for a picnic area, a tots playground, athletic fields and more.

Historical Shore VIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society, 350 W. Minn Highway 96,
Shoreview, MN 55126 for its members and friends. SHS board members are Jim Bucher, Doris Claeys, Don
Follett, Jacci Krebsbach, Lucena Slaten, Pam Videen and Peggy Wedell . You are encouraged to contribute
information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651 -490-7510; email:
DHFCVF29@USfamily.net.To join the society, contact Doris Claeys,4035 Victoria St N #110,Shoreview, MN 55126




Membership Application or Renewal for
Shoreview Historical Society

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone
Indicate preferred type of membership.
Annual dues:

___ Adult- $15; 3yrs —$37.50
—__ Sr.Citizen- $10; 3 yrs —$25
___ Family- $18; 3yrs —$45
Additional tax deductible donations are weicome

Volunteer opportunities: (Check here or call
651- 483-2416 or 651- 490- 7510). Detach &
mail with check to: Doris Claeys, 4035 Victoria St
N. #110, Shoreview, Mn 55126
Membership includes subscription to Historical

ShoreViews; and for a limited time, a free copy
of Shoreview Reflections

At the Annual Meeting

Shoreview News Notes

+ In Memoriam. Historical ShoreViews notes those city
residents, age 80 and over, who have died in the last quarter.
+ Richard Amos, 84, died Apr. 24. He is survived by his
wife Doris; son David; and grandchildren. + Lloyd
Barnes,82, died Apr. 4. He is survived by his wife
Beverly; daughters Sandra, Barbara, Mary, Kay, and
Theresa; son Richard; grandchildren and great
grandchildren.+ Mireille Foley, 93, died Apr. 1 She is
survived by husband Bill; sons Pat and Francis; and
grandchildren.+ Evelyn Heiss, 95, died Apr. 11. He is
survived by his sister Irene. + Gordon Lloyd, 85, died
May 9.. He is survived by daughter Terry; son Brian;
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Mickie
McAninch,83, died June 12, She is survived by
daughters Rita, Bonnie, and Patti; son Joe; grand
children and great grandchildren. + Mary Jo Minton, 80,
died Apr.5. She is survived by her husband Bob.
+Constance Odanovich,94, died May 28. She is survived
by her brother William Hughes. + Catherine Sacco, 88,
died Apr. 10. She is survived by daughter Francis and
son John.

Busy Year Logged by SHS with Challenges Ahead

A busy year in 2009 for the SHS was reviewed at the annual meeting by President Jacci Krebsbach,
noting the challenges that lie ahead, as the group gets ready to mark its 20" year in 2011.

Three excellent membership programs were presented during the year, she said, as SHS remains as
one of just a few local societies to offer regular members’ programs.

The society continues to work at maintaining its visibility in the community through various media, its
displays, web site, quarterly newsletter and with local media. Krebsbach said the SHS continues to stand
ready to work with the city on a preservation ordinance; and will continue to search for a “new home”.

“Our immediate challenges are to both build the organization’s membership and to staff its board with
good leadership,” she said. Presently there are just six directors. In that connection, Lu Slaten was elected to
serve another three year term. Krebsbach thanked Mayor Sandy Martin and others for her continued support.

At the SHS Board Meetings

(Editor’s note: Key agenda items of recent SHS
board meetings, on the third Tuesday of the month, are
included in Historical ShoreViews .)

+ SHS annually applies for approval by the
Minnesota Secretary of State for its non-profit status;
as well as complying with internal revenue service
regulations for those organizations having less than
$25,000 in operating revenues.

+ A special software to work with existing Past
Perfect was purchased.

+ Some descendants of the city’'s Heritage
Family of the Year-- David and Emilie Guerin-- will be
in the Slice of Shoreview parade. (More nominations
than ever before were forwarded to the SHS this year
for the Shoreview Heritage Family of the Year honor.)

+ The board approved a two-year project by the
Girl Scouts to assist the SHS.

+ Board discussed next steps required for the
city to assist in restoration of the old Guerin gas
station.

+ Pam Videen appointment was approved as
a new board member.




and dusty outer Rice St. nearly a century

ago, provided much of the give-and-take
and laughter at last quarter's SHS membership
meeting.

The SHS honored the David and Emilie
Guerin family and their children including Roy
who operated the gas station after his father.
Roy’s son, also named David, worked at the
station, too, once just a small shed size building
in the 1920s and later a brick building sporting a
proud Texaco Star sign. The station was at the
Owasso Blvd. intersection, where now a credit
union office stands. The corner didn't have a
stop light until the 1970s.

George Guerin (uncle to David), Lee,
David and Carol (Guerin) Grogan (children of
Roy Guerin) comprised a panel moderated by
Lu Slaten. They recited some of the family’s
happenings at the station and the years of
living through the great depression in the 1930s.
Some in the audience, including Mayor Sandy
Martin, a classmate of Dave’s, helped out,
recalling many events evolving around the Rice
St. station.

Gas sold for a fraction of today’s price
and the profits were slim, and the Guerins kept
long work hours to eke out a living. You fill your
gas tank for less than $5. Many customers were
carried on credit as a matter of course, David
said.

Operations at a small gas station on a busy

Gangsters of the era as well as guests
from the J.J. Hill farm, now North Oaks, would
stop in. Bootlegging of whiskey was not
uncommon in the area.

George recalled one time about fixing a
flat tire while the car was up on the station’s
hoist, and the owner and his girl friend continued
their romancing til the tire was repaired.

David Guerin brought along an antique
peanut machine (use pennies only, please) once
used in the station for display, as well the small
diameter hose that set off a bell when cars
rolled over it entering the station. A couple of
Texaco Star signs lent color to event. (See the
SHS display case in the Community Center.)

SHS now owns the 8 x 12 foot structure
that was the very first station, passed on to the
society a few years ago. However, the SHS
needs funds to fully restore the small building. .

At the meeting, a large decorated cake
saluting the Guerins featured one picture of
Roy and Anna Guerin and another of the brick
station taken in the 1930s. It was the first time
that the SHS was also honoring a business in
saluting its Heritage Family. The family operated
the station between 1923-1978.

Heritage Family Recalls
Lively Times at
Guerin Gas Station
On Rice Street

SHS board member Lu Slaten, standing, moderated an
informal panel comprised of Guerin family members. From left,
Leroy Guerin, Carol (Guerin) Grogan, Dave Guerin and George
Guerin, an uncle to the others and brother to Roy Guerin, one-
time operator of the Guerin service station.

Ray Hansen, from left, (Little Canada Historical Society),
Don Gagne and George Guerin talk about times gone by in
Shoreview and Little Canada. David Guerin, Roy Guerin’s father,
first lived in Little Canada before opening the Rice St. gas station
in 1923.




