Historical ShoreVIEWS

Shoreview’s 53d Year

From Le' President

Small Gas Station
In Shoreview’s History

| first became aware of the first

Guerin gas station building in

the early 1990s. The original
12 by six foot station had been
obtained by John Haggenmiller
and moved from
its Rice Stand N
Owasso Bivd.
intersection to
Haggenmiller's
residence, on
Grand Ave., off
Soo St.

Haggenmilller was in his

late 80s when | interviewed him
in his home. What stories he
had to tell, and what a fascin-
ating person he was! After he
died his family donated the small
station to the SHS.

It was the intention of the
SHS to restore this structure and
place it in a public area--- per-
haps at a trail head or at the
Shoreview Community Center.
The SHS applied for a grant for
restoration, but did not receive it.
It has been discussed that the
restoration could be an Eagle
Scout project.

Because of recent
concerns of some other old
buildings in town, the SHS will
actively pursue the development
of a preservation ordinance. The
society will research other com-
munities to help determine the
scope of their ordinances and
how to appropriately help plan
for one in Shoreview, working
with the city to implement it.

(continued on page 3)
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Guerin Family Saluted as Shoreview’s
2010 Heritage Family of the Year

Back a half century and more ago, motorists from the Twin Cities
driving out Rice St. would drive by the Guerin gas station and confectionary
store at Rice and Owasso Blvd. It was one of a few small businesses that
dotted Rice St. leading out to the wider Minnesota countryside.

The store and gasoline station was a landmark and the Guerin
name was known from the 1920s forward. David Guerin opened the store
in 1923 and it was subsequently operated by son Roy. The family has lived
most of its years in what became Shoreview; now grandson David still lives
in the city and will be among those to speak at the SHS Heritage Family
program at 2 p.m. Apr. 18 at Shoreview Community Center

It is the family of Dave’s grandparents David and Emily Guerin of
the earlier era— that is being saluted as Heritage Family of the Year for
2010 by the Shoreview Historical Society.

What: SHS Program Honoring the David and Emilie Guerin
family. Right after the SHS Annual Meeting.

When: 2p.m. Apr. 18

Where: Shoreview City Hall
Refreshments Served

The family dates back earlier in the area to when Vital Guerin,Jr.,
Roy’s grandfather first moved to Little Canada around 1890.

As noted in Shoreview Reflections, when the Guerin store opened
it carried the sign reading “Horseshoe Mares,” out front indicating the
proprietor could fill your tank with gas or shoe your horses, making it a very
real “full service” station.

The gas station and store circa 1930s, at Rice St. and Owasso Bivd. It was
first operated by David Guerin and later his son Roy. Another photo on page two.




SHS News Notes

+ SHS Memberships. SHS ended the year with a membership of 75. Growing the membership is going to be
one of the focus points in 2010, according to its board of directors. While membership has evoived up and down
over the decade, many of SHS current members have been with the organization for 10 years or more. This year
will mark the organization's 19" year, commencing in 1991 with a handful of members.

+In Memoriam (Historical ShoreViews includes the names of Shoreview persons, age 80 and over, who have
died during the past quarter.) + Joan Bartell, 82, died Mar. 13. She is survived by husband Vincent; children
Anne, John, Mary, Carl; grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Robert Bettendorf, 82, died Feb. 6. He is
survived by wife Marge; children Kathy, Henry, Tom, Steve, Jim, Barb and Rick; grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. + Betty Daniels ,90, died Jan. 21. She is survived by her husband Marshall; sons Dick and Tom;
and daughter Marcia; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Orla Farrell, 81, died Feb. 1. She is survived
by husband William, former mayor of Shoreview ; son Will; daughters Mary, Barb, Terri, Dorothy and Sue; and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Ryburn Fox, 83, died Feb 14. He is survived by daughter Lisa and son
Mike. + Norma Johnson, 88, died Jan.1. She is survived by a twin sister, Dorothy; daughters Robin and Renee;
and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Virgil Massman, 80, died Dec. 29. He is survived by daughters
Ruth, Donna, and Sara; son Sam; grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Lester Nordin, 85, died Mar. 4. He
is survived by his wife Marion; children Diane, Mary, Jean, Lori, Daniel, Nordin, Cheshire, and David;
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Velma Prachar, 86, died Feb. 9. She is survived by daughters Barbara,
Rosemary, and Betty Lou; grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Marie Raiolo, 86, died Jan.5. She is survived
by daughters Betty and Mona; son Nick and stepson Joseph; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. +
Norma Reilly, 92, died Jan 28. She is survived by nieces and nephews. + Eisie Troyer, 80, died Jan. 28. She is
survived by daughter Lydia Ann and son Brett; and grandchildren. + Helen Waller, 86, died Mar. 3. She is survived
by daughters Bonnie, Linda, and Patty; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

From the President--—continued

Meanwhile, it's a shame that the old original
. _ Guerin station sits deteriorating, and the community
“E1 . stands in danger of losing another tangible link to its
past.

Perhaps this is the year that we fulfill this
dream, and both the original owner, Dave Guerin, and
his friend John Haggenmiller, are acknowledged for
their place in Shoreview's history. You can learn more
about the Guerin building and the family by attending
our Heritage Family program on Apr. 18.

— Jacci Krebsbach

‘Shoreview Reflections’ Book On Sale

Read about the first settlers in what is now

Roy un operated - i fmm 1938 to 1978, a ~ Shoreview, and about the early farmers and
familiar face and business in the city. Pictured here in nis businessmen and the many special personalities—all
home next door to the station, Roy passed away in 1999 at N the book Shoreview Reflections, on sale at City Hall
age 85. (Photo courtesy of the Guerin family.) or through the SHS.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society, 350 W. Minn Highway 96,
Shoreview, MN 55126 for its members and friends. SHS board members are Jim Bucher, Doris Claeys, Don Follett,
Jacci Krebsbach, Lucena Slaten and Peggy Wedell . You are encouraged to contribute information by contacting
editor Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email: DHFCVF29@USfamily.net.To
join the society, contact Doris Claeys,4035 Victoria St N #110,Shoreview, MN 55126




Membership Application or Renewal
for Shoreview Historical Society

Name
Address

City, State, Zip
Telephone

Indicate preferred type of membership.

Annual dues:

____ Adult- $15; 3yrs -$37.50
__ Sr.Citizen-$10; 3yrs —$25
___ Family- $18; 3yrs —-$45

Additional tax deductible donations are welcome
and needed.

Volunteer opportunities: (Check here or call
651- 483-2416 or 651- 490- 7510). Detach &
mail with check to: Donis Claeys, 4035 Victoria St
N. #110, Shoreview, Mn 55126

Membership includes subscription
to Historical ShoreViews

Quotes of Nostalgia and History

+ Nostalgia is like a grammar lesson: you find the
present tense, but the past perfect! --Owens Lee
Pomeroy

###

+If you're yeaming for the good old days, just tumn
off the air conditioning. --Griff Niblack

###
+ People seem to get nostalgic about a lot of things
they weren't so crazy about the first time around. —
Author Unknown

###

+ It's never safe to be nostalgic about something
until you're absolutely certain there's no chance of
its coming back.--Bill Vaughn

Shoreview Historical Society Annual Meeting is Apr. 18; Directors Election
Among agenda items on the Apr.18 SHS annual meeting is the election of directors. The society’s by-
laws state it can have nine directors. Presently, due in part to a recent resignation, the board currently numbers
just six directors. “We hope some among our membership would come forward to serve on the board,” says
President Jacci Krebsbach. “It's a good way to learn more about the city, and be part of preserving what we feel
is important to understanding its history in the decades ahead.”
Directors meet once a month and help guide the various projects and programs operated by the society.
A ballot below includes the name of incumbent Lu Slaten whose three year term is up this year, along with
spaces for write-in candidates. Persons having an interest can contact Secretary Don Follett ; in addition to the
ballot votes, nominations for the directors’ posts will be accepted from the floor at the meeting.
Please cutalong this line

SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY/ Director Ballot
Annual Meeting 2 p.m. APR.18, 2010
Shoreview Community Center
Please vote (check by name) and/or submit names of any write in candidates as board members for
the Shoreview Historical Society. Board members serve for a three-year term.
___Lucena Slaten (incumbent) (write in)

(write in)

Please return to:
Shoreview Historical Society
C/O Snail Lake Education Center
350 W Minnesota Highway 96
Shoreview, MN 55126

Please return not later than Apr. 14, 2010




SHS Membership Program

‘Skaters Were Like a Family’

Regaling the Shoreview Roller Rink Rats—the Place to Be 50 Years Ago

years ago, the membership’s meeting in January helped rekindle the urge to strap on the skates again.

For those who remember those days of circling the hardwood floor at the Shoreview Roller Rink, some 50

it was a meeting of “remembering when,” the times of more simple and less expensive means of
entertainment, the place to hangout in Shoreview. The old rink, once standing where Rainbow Foods now is,
Hodgson Road and Minn 96, was the weekend destination for young kids, teenagers and families alike.

The panel related roller rink memories included (I to r) Jack
Knoedl, Jan Sinna, Sandy McClure and Sharon Peet Steen

Jack Knoedl (right) shares roller skating stories with Roger
DeMars and Bert Larson.

A group of rink rats of the ‘50s were at the SHS program.
Standing in front of the panelists were (I to r) Mike McKinney,
Ron Flor, Roger DeMars, Dianne Peck and Delores Truehart.

s

Many told of the affection they had for the old
Shoreview Roller Rink. Panelists at the meeting were
Jack Knoedi Jan Sinna, Sandy McClure, and Sharon
Peet Steen.

Only open for business from 1959 to 1966, the
blue turquoise interior rink had special memories for
so many Shoreviewites. Bruce and Anna May Peet
owned the rink; Anna May died this past January.

Sharon Peet Steen, the couple’s daughter, told
of the many good times: “Mom and dad bought the rink
and it was major entertainment around here. It was
literally our social life, we practiced after school. It was
the best time of my life. The skaters were like a family.”

Many volunteers worked at the rink and there
was roller hockey, too. Many enjoyed the music played
on old 45 rpm records.

Jan Sinna rose from the Shoreview rink to
competitive skating. “! literally lived there and | loved
the competition. We had different events—free style,
figure skating and proficiency trials twice a year.
Several of our skaters eventually became judges at
skating events. The prizes were just medals.”

Ron Flor said the rink “was a great place for
fun, and your parents always knew where you were.”

McClure bought into the business for $1,800
as a young man, his first financial venture. “The
coming of Har Mar and other malls provided other
spots for kids to visit for entertainment,” he said.
“Families had multiple cars and kids could go other
places.

“There was never any fighting at the rink.
There were always some big guys who liked skating
who took care of any threats.” -

McClure said, “There were between 200 and
250 skaters on a good night,” he added, “at 50 cents
for a rental pair of skates.” A good pair of skates would
cost parents up to $125 if purchased at a store.

On special nights, Bill Diehl, St. Paul Pioneer
Press entertainment writer, would emcee events. The
local band Trashmen also appeared to a huge crowd
in 1963.

More about the old roller rink is in the book
Shoreview Reflections, available through the SHS or
on sale at the Shoreview City Hall.




