Historical ShoreVIEWS

Shoreview’s 52d Year

From the President

Is Seeing Believing?
o you believe in ghosts?
D Shoreview resident Amy
Merkle is a believer after
seeing the ghost of Heiny
Hanson one July night in 1998.

Heiny Hanson lived with
his sister and parents Ruth and

George north of Tanglewood Dr.

on a small farm on Hanson Rd.
on the south shore of Turtle
Lake. The farm and property
were sold in the late 1940s and
split into lots. Amy and her
husband bought one of those
properties, one with a small
home on it. They were prepar-
ing to demolish the home and
build a new one when Heiny
appeared to Amy one evening.
Although startled, Amy
was not frightened by “Heiny’s
presence” —since at the time,
she did not realize his identity. It
(continued on page 2)

‘preserving today’s history for tomorrow’ Oct 2009

Author on Ghosts at Membership Meeting Oct. 18

Ghosts? They are All Around Us;
Even in Shoreview---Boo!

Michael Norman, a writer of ghost stories and a retired college
journalism professor, will speak about Ghosts in Minnesota for the
Shoreview Historical Society, and the general public at 2 pm. Oct 18.
Admission is free for the talk at the City Hall. Bring a friend along.

Norman’s newest book, The Nearly Departed: Minnesota Ghost
Stories & Legends, was published by the Minnesota Historical Society in
August.

Norman lives in the Twin Cities and taught journalism and mass
communications at the University of Wisconsin at River Falls for three
decades.

He is the co-author with the late Beth Scott of the popular Haunted
America series of true ghost stories including, most recently, Haunted
Homeland, 2006 by Forge Books and available in a paperback edition.
Norman and Scott’s earlier collaborations include Haunted United Heritage,
Historic Haunted America, Haunted America, Haunted Heartland and
Haunted Wisconsin.

As a playwright, Michael has written several plays, including
Entering the Circle: The Lives of Pioneer Farm Women for the Wisconsin
Sesquicentennial. The play used diaries, memoirs, letters and other
reminiscences to tell stories of rural Midwestern farm women. He also wrote
Nye and Riley Tonight!, based on the nineteenth century programs of
Indiana poet James Whitcomb Riley and humorist Edgar Wilson “Bill” Nye.

Taking turns for dinner. This historical two-photo sequence in 1915 portrays H. H. Chapman’s barn, near Lake Owasso,
first filled with dairy cows, and later, in the same building, a special dinner was held for the area Dairy Association members.
Story on page 2. H.H. Chapman is on the left in the right photo; his father Norval is on the right side. Story on page 2.




Slicegoers Enjoy SHS Exhibit

“Hangouts of Years Ago” in Shoreview was
the theme for SHS’s exhibit at the three-day Slice of

Shoreview festival, a dozen or more interesting
historic photos and descriptions of the sites--- from
night clubs to a roller rink were displayed. The exhibit
was put together by SHS board member Jim Bucher,
above, left. Meanwhile a parade was enjoyed by a large
crowd. SHS was represented by its 2009 Heritage Family
of the Year, (below) the John Kurkowskis--- including
several family members like grandsons Gene and
Ambrose and his wife Joan Kurkowski who rode atop a
flat top trailer and waved to the crowd. The parade
route, ironically, went right through the old Kurkowski
farm properties of decades ago.

A farmer and visionary
H. H. Chapman’s Farm Helped
Build Up ‘North End’, Attract Visitors

By Lucena Slaten
Born Nov. 7, 1862, in Niles, Ml, Harry Howard

Chapman moved with his parents to St. Paul in
1867.

As a young man, Chapman became a
tobacconist and cigar dealer, owning two stores, one
at 4™ and Jackson streets which opened in 1890, and
another in the New York Life Building, opening in
1906.

Established and well known in the business
community, Chapman was inspired by friends and
associates to develop a resort where property could
be purchased and recreational facilities would offer
relief from the stress of a bustling city.

In the early 1890s Chapman began to develop
what is presently known as “Chapman’s Lake
Owasso”. His first two homes were built on what was
then known as Breezy Point. On his homestead was a
dairy farm, plus other farm outbuildings and animals,
plus the hired help.

Utilizing his farm experiences as a youth,
Chapman expanded his business talents becoming a
tri-state distribution representative for agricultural
related equipment---silos, dairy supplies, and live-
stock feed. In 1900s he organized the Milk Producers
Association, and was the group’s secretary.

With a knack for bringing people together, he
once put on a huge dinner for prominent business-
men and farmers in his scrubbed clean barn—
complete with white tablecloths, covering a long
banquet table. (Photos on page 1).

Sunday picnics were often held between Lake
Wabasso and Lake Owasso in a spot that is now Lake
Owasso Park and a picnic area. They were the first of
many efforts to promote and raise awareness of the
need to develop the “north end” of St. Paul as it was
known then. We know it today as Shoreview.

(Editor’'s note: Lucena Slaten, a SHS board
member, is H.H. Chapman’s granddaughter, and lives
with her husband Jim on land that was once part of her
grandfather’s farm.)

Historical Shore VIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society, 350 W. Minn Highway 96,
Shoreview, MN 55126 (SHS) for its members and friends. SHS board members are Jim Bucher, Doris Claeys, Don
Follett, Ken Hoff, Jacci Krebsbach, Lucena Slaten and Peggy Wedell . You are encouraged to contribute infor-
mation by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email:
DHFCVF29@USfamily.net. To join the society, contact Doris Claeys, #110 , 4035 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 55126




DQ Queen---continued

one who walked up to the store a ticket for a free Dairy Queen,”
remembers Epersen. Recently the store was remodeled, its
fourth make over since it was built.

On a busy street in the community, the DQ has always
been a hangout for young and old, and was noted among the
places (some left to history) displayed as “hangouts” at the SHS
exhibit at the*Slice of Shoreview in July. ( See page 2)

Years ago the drive-through feature was added, and
Carol remembers other changes in the neighborhood that
once included businesses like Carbone’s, a dance studio, a
Tom Thumb store and others, all formerly the Roller Rink
building. Years ago it was mostly woods to the north and west
of the store.

From 1993 to 2000 she managed the store which has
upwards of 20 employees, including many students. Her current
job is shift supervisor .

Born in Browerville, Mn, Carol Layer (her maiden name,)
her parents and three older brothers later moved to St. Paul
where five more brothers were born. Carol attended both St
Paul Mechanic Arts and Johnson high schools. Her husband,
John, also attended Mechanic Arts, and first met Carol at a
pizza place in downtown St. Paul where Carol worked. The
couple marked their 50" anniversary this year.

Their two adult children, Laurie and Steve live in Hugo
and Long Prairie, respectively. Marrying John brought Carol into
the circle of one of the city's most early families-— the
Fabianskis. John’s great grandparents and immigrants, Jozfina
and Frank Fabianski, settled property in 1875 along what is
now Victoria St. north of County Road F.

Part of that property is where today’'s Victoria Valley
Apple Orchard and nearby Snail Lake are located. Molly
Pappenheim, current owner of the orchard, said she and her
husband purchased about 5 and %z acres of the farm from the
sisters Lucille and Frances Fabianski in the 1960s. The farm

was used mostlz for daiz farming.

Speaking of Banana Splits

B Norm Espersen, the first owner of the DQ in Shoreview,

tells about the time he decided on a special one week “Banana
Split for .39 cents” sale, as he was frantic for business. “After it
started, | never thought we would have enough bananas with so
many customers. We worked hard all week, and Sunday was
coming up and | didn’t know where | would get any more
bananas. But on Sunday morning there were three containers full
of bananas at the door when we arrived at work. | never did learn

who brought them.”
Roller Rink Rats Reunion Readied

SHS is planning a January reunion and program of
former rink rats of Shoreview's roller rink, of days gone by. If
you have any photos, memories, artifacts, please contact a SHS
board member.

(FS)]

SHS News Notes

+ Assistant City Manager Tom Simonson
visited a SHS monthly board meeting last
quarter to assist in mapping out location
options and space requirements for the SHS
to operate more efficiently in the future. SHS
presently maintains a small space in the
Snail Lake Education Center.

+ In Memoriam. (Historical Shoreviews
notes the names of those Shoreview citizens
age 80 and over who have died in the last
quarter.) + Homer Bonhiver, 91, died Aug. 25.
He is survived by sons David, Thomas, and
Dan; daughters Judy and Nanette; and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
+ Troy Daniels, 88, died Aug. 4. He is
survived by daughters Sandra, Susan, and
Nancy; and sons Lawrence and Scott;
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

+ Helen Dahline, 92, died Aug. 26. She is
survived by daughter Sharon; sons Lloyd and
Kevin; and grandchildren and great
grandchildren. + Jeanette Gremmert, 90, died
Aug. 23. She is survived by daughter, Joan,
and grand- sons. + Esther Haroldson, 81, died
July 12. She is survived by her husband
Orris, and son Steve and daughters Sheryl,
Joy and Susan; and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.+ Edward Kieger, Sr., 83, died
July 13. He is survived by his wife Clare;
daughters Therese, Kelly, Jo, Jane, Laura
and Michelle; sons Anthony and Edward, Jr.;
and grandchildren and great- grandchildren.
+ Dorothy O’Neill, 89, died July 15. She is
survived by her husband Neill; sons Neill, Jr.,
Michael, and Patrick; daughters Peggy, Mary,
Deborah, Colleen and Ann; and grand-
children and great-grandchildren. + Roy
Reher, 85, died Aug. 8. He is survived by his
wife Jeanne; daughters Judith, Sharon,
Sandy, Jacquelyn and Cathryn; and grand-
children and great-grandchildren.++++++++
From the President--- continued

wasn't until SHS board member and neigh-
bor Doris Claeys later showed her a photo
of the Hanson family that Amy recognized
Heiny Hanson.

Plan to attend author Michael
Norman’'s program (see page one story) to
learn more about this sighting and others. It
may make you a believer. -—-Jacci Krebsbach




Carol Levy is Shoreview DQ’s Queen Employee for 35 Years

(Editor’s note: this is
another in a series of
profiles about area
seniors whose life
experiences help make
the Shoreview area a
richer one.)

arol Levy has worked a variety of
‘ tasks in Shoreview's Dairy

Queen — one of the city’s best
known businesses.

And she loves it!

Carol has been with the store for
35 of its 36 years existencel.

She’s not thinking of leaving a
job she loves where she has done it all
---from shift supervisor to managing the
store.

The DQ on Hodgson Rd. near
Minn. Hwy. 96, in the heart of Shore-
view, has been in business since 1973
with Norm Espersen, now retired, its
first owner.

Long- term employees are not
too common, but one would suspect
Carol’s loyalty is up there with the best
among DQ's 5,700 stores in 22
countries.

“Carol was great worker--- the
best,” says Espersen, noting “she was
especially good with people.” In the
early developing years, business

£

Carol Levy
At the place she loves to work.

growth was slow, Espersen remem-
bers, and Carol stuck with it. Eventually,
it has become one of the more popular
DQs in the area.

“I think it's wonderful working at
Dairy Queen, that's why | have stayed,”
says Carol, who in earlier days worked
at a variety of other fast food stores
plus a local envelope firm whose
budget woes laid her off the day before
she joined D Q.

“l get to meet so many people
and the work has been fun, too,” says
Carol, upbeat about her job even at
age 70.

Current DQ store manager Dan
Nelson says with a smile: “Carol is a joy
to have around. We love to have her
and her energy. She frequently runs
laps around the teenager employees.”

She lives in Shoreview and
frequently comes across other
Shoreviewers who immediately recog-
nize her as the “DQ lady”.

Working part-time now allows
Carol time to do necessary chores at
home, cut grass, etc. Retired from
Burlington Railroad, husband John is
currently recovering from a serious
neck injury and is confined indoors,
making Carol the principal care giver.

Carol has served the cele-
brities over the years who have walked
through the DQ doors including Kevin
McHale, former Timberwolves coach
(who has to duck under), and Twins
pitcher Frank Viola in the 1980s. Herb
Brooks, former Olympic hockey coach,
also used to frequent the store.

And for fun she gets to serve
some drive-thru motorists’ pets with
“dog cones”. They enjoy it! Carol’'s own
favorite dish to make is a banana split;
she also makes the large ice cream
sheet cakes, as DQ has increased the
number of its products over the years.

Once the store was used to shoot

a national TV commercial. “We had to

close for a few days, but gave every
(continued on page 3)




