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From the President
Comprehensive Plan
Includes ‘Preservation’

t was really former mayor Dick

Wedell's idea. The one-inch

newspaper announcement
chalienged: “Calling All

Organizers®—and the rest is

history!

As the City prepares to
update its Comprehensive Plan,
the SHS is
pleased that
historical
{ preservation is
being discussed
and will be in
included in the
revisions.
Identifying structures with histor-
ical or cultural significance and
recognizing and preserving
designated sights benefits
community both economically
and socially.

This may be the perfect
time for the City and the SHS to
develop a Preservation ordinance
which must include a site
inventory. What an opportunity
we will have to “preserve today's
history for tomorrow”. To nomin-
ate a site, contact Don Follett
651-490-7510.

+ - +
In its second year, the SHS
organized a bus tour from City

Hall to the former Preventorium --

one of our historically-designated

sites. Dick not only procured a

bus for us, he and Sandy Martin

acted as tour guides.

“Here’s the deal,” as Dick

would say, “let’s get this done!”
~-Jaccl Krebsbach

Kentucky Woman Traces Her Family Roots Back to

Socrates Thompson, Shoreview Settler in 1800s

When Jane Buyse Nitz discovered a set of old photos in a valise
in her parents’ Anoka basement 18 months ago, it triggered a hot pursuit
to learn more about her great-great-grandfather---- Socrates Thompson,
one of the Shoreview area’s best known and earliest settlers.
he daughter of John and Marge Buyse,
Jane graduated from the town’s high
school in 1971 and left to attend
Wheaton College in lllinois where
she met her husband to be, Arthur
Nitz. They eventually settled in
Frankfort, KY., where Arthur serves
on the University of Kentucky
faculty. Jane visits the Twin Cities
annually, but hadn't thought
seriously about her family history
until 2006.

Finding the rare photos,
impressed upon her their import-

(continued on page 3)

Jane Nitz
Socrates Thompson descendant.

Dick Wedell Urged Historical Society for Community

Former Shoreview Mayor Dick Wedell, who died last month, will
be remembered as the city official to first to publicly recommend the
formation of a historical society for Shoreview.

His life was celebrated in special services at City Hall on June 14
where community leaders and family members spoke about his
contributions as mayor from 1978 to 1991(the longest term of service of
any Shoreview mayor), and as a family man. He was 77.

In a 2007 interview in Historical ShoreViews marking the city’s
50" year, Wedell noted his tenure was marked by a rapid growth of the
city, almost faster than municipal facilities could support the expansion.
What was needed was a more planful approach, he said. The city had to
change from “an amateur approach to more professional outiook.”
Eulogizers hailed Wedell's penchant for “visionary thinking in his
approach to problems and the city's needs.”

Over the years, among a variety of recommendations Wedell
made was to have a local historical society to protect valuable documents
photographs and memories of Shoreview. The planned demolition of the
old city hall in 1987 had prompted him to issue the statement. A few
years later, the SHS was launched and now marks its 16" year.

Three other past city mayors—William Farrell, Jim Olson and Jim
Chalmers — are still living, along with current Mayor Sandy Martin.
Memorials honoring Wedell may be forwarded to the Shoreview Historical
Soclety, per the family's request.




SHS News Notes

+ At the Annual Meeting : SHS Reviews Progress, Sets Goals for 2008

A brief annual meeting of the SHS in April brought members up to date on the organization’s activities.

Shoreview Reflections, a written history authored by John Klobas and commissioned by SHS, has sold
about a third of the 1,500 copies printed.

SHS membership is at 70, including family and single categories. That is a drop from two years ago; also

the number of honorary members has decreased, mostly the result of people moving away or by death.

The treasurer’s report reflected a busy year, partially through the history book transactions and a mid-
year finance campaign that netted about $2,500.

President Jacci Krebsbach noted that SHS goals since the last meeting that were achieved, including:
1) the Heritage Trail project was completed; 2) SHS office was consolidated, becoming PC-equipped and
computer photo filing was commenced; 3) a successful finance campaign was conducted; SHS website was
upgraded; and 4) SHS provided ongoing support of the community’s 50" Anniversary.

In 2008 , Krebsbach said SHS will concentrate on forming a new Oral Histories committee; continue to
market the new history book; and conduct a survey of local businesses; and identify the area’s oldest structures.

Three board members — Doris Claeys, Ken Hoff and Don Follett-- were re-elected. There are presently
eight directors, allowing for a normally phased election of up to three board members each year.

+ SHS at the Slice of Shoreview / Ramsey County Fair SHS will again staff a booth at
Shoreview’s annuc! Festival, Slice of Shoreview, July 25-27. The booth will be among other civic organizations
located in a major tent near the grounds entrance. SHS informational materials will be available, plus Shoreview
Reflections and an accompanying DVD for purchase. Author John Koblas will be on hand to sign copies, noon
to 3 p.m. July 26. The booth will also feature the town’'s new Heritage Trail with accompanying photos. On July
11, SHS will also staff a booth during the Ramsey County Fair's education day.

+In Memoriam ( + Historical ShoreViews includes the names of those Shoreview persons, age 80 and over who have
died during the past quarter.) + Peter Demma, 86, died June 3. He is survived by daughter Gina Asulin; son Nick; and
grandchildren. + Eleanor Glaser, 90, died May 23. She is survived by husband Chester. + Dorothy Lindholm, 84,
died June 7. She is survived by daughter Sandra; sons Richmond, Greg, and Kevin; and grandchildren.

+ Monthly Board Meeting Actions. . In last quarter's SHS monthly board meetings, the board:

+ re-elected the following officers to serve in the next year: Jacci Krebsbach president; Ken Hoff, vice
president; and Don Follett, secretary. Doris Claeys was appointed treasurer, per SHS charter.

+ made final plans and completed its “Heritage Family of the Year” program

+ scheduled time for photo cataloging at SHS office.

+ signed up to have an exhibit at the Ramsey County Fair in July.

+ working with a county agency requesting photos and information of Shoreview area

+ reviewed Chapter 8 “* Community and Cultural Resources” of the Shoreview Comprehensive Plan and
provided appropriate feedback to the city planner’s office.

+ prepared plans for the Slice of Shoreview, SHS exhibit, and adding to its popular photo exhibit, featuring
historic locations and places of interest in the community.

Historical Shore VIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society (SHS) for its members and
friends. SHS board members are Jim Bucher, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hiifiker, Ken Hoff, Jaccl Krebsbach,
Lucena Slaten and Peggy Wedell . You are weicome to contribute information by contacting editor Don Follett,
3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 88126 Tel: 651-490-7510; emall: DHFCVF29@USfamily.net. To join the soclety,
contact Doris Claeys, #110, 4038 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 85126
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Socrates Thompsaon descendant—continued
-ance in her family, igniting a new interest in her ancestors and leading
to a contact with SHS.

A busy schedule, including home schooling the couple’s five
children, now ages 14 to 28, deprived Jane of any free time to check her
family background.

“When we discovered those old photos, | thought this is a
treasure that other members of my family should have,” Nitz said. Using
computer technology, she made copies for her siblings. Then she went
on an ambitious information-collection mission.

Nitz says she has now garnered much of the most essential
background on Thompson. “Of course, you are never ‘really done’ on
such a project,” she says, as finding “a little new information inevitably
expands the search.” Some Thompson family members seem to “have
disappeared” from readily available records sources, and will be the
object of future information searches for Nitz.

An Ohio native, Thompson reportedly first came to the area in
1850 at age 24, left in 1851 and returned in 1857 when he purchased
farm property in the area. (More about Thompson in Shoreview
Reflections published last year.)

In her research, Nitz has used many of the sources used by
accomplished genealogists, plus the old basics of “asking questions of
many people along the way.” John Buyse has been equally interested,
but concedes he, too, hasn't “been able to devote much time to the
project” in the past.

Buyse, of course, is a principal family member to fill in many of
the family’s relationships, names and whereabouts in the recent
generations. He is the founder and former president of MclLean
Midwest, Champlain, and has served on St. Paul's Northwestern College
(NC) board of directors. John’'s mother, Daphne Thompson, married
Leonard Buyse who was from Holland, and they became the first foreign
missionary couple to graduate from NC. John was born in Africa.

In her visit to Shoreview
last month, Jane exchanged infor-
mation with SHS board members,
made other local contacts and
visited Socrates Thompson's grave
site in the White Bear Union
Cemetery.“We appreciated so
much Jane's contact and time
spent with the society,” says SHS
president Jacci Krebsbach. “When
people take the initiative in their
family's individual genealogy, it
provides linkages with other area
families and helps enrich the rest of
the community.”

In last month's Minnesota
History magazine, Thompson was
mentioned along with other mem-
bers of the Old Settlers Assoc-
iation of Minnesota in the 1800s.
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Membership Application or
Renewal

Shoreview Historical Society
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone

Indicate preferred type of
membaership. Annual dues:

__ Adult- $15; 3yrs.—-$37.50

___ Sr.Citizen-$10; 3yrs — $25

— Family-  $18; 3yrs .- $45

Additional tax deductible donaﬂoni

are weicome and needed.
Volunteer opportunities: (Checi
here__or ocall 651- 483-2416 o
651-490-7510). Detach & mail witl
check to: Doris Claeys, 4035 Victori
St. N. #110 Shoreview, Mn 55126

Membership includes a subscrip-
tion to Historical ShoreViews.

‘Shoreview Reflections’ On Sale

Shoreview Reflections, the
book marking the community’'s
50" anniversary, is on sale at City
Hall. Price: $20. A DVD on the
same theme is $15; the two items
are $30 when purchased together.

Jane Nitz, second fm left, daughter Kirsten, lefl, and Jane's
parents, Marge and John Buyse, at the Thompson grave site.




produced by the family that captured many of their decades-
old photos including the one above, wherein Gust was trying

.. : ; out a new car circa 1915. Jean and her grandson, Joe Caughey,
Jean Hoaglan cuts the cake honoring the Gust with cake, left above, and sister, Judy Rangren, toid the Larson
Larson family as “Shoreview’s Heritage Family of multi-generational story and later fielded questions from the
the Year” in April. Jean is a granddaughter of Gust SHS membership audience. The family will spotlighted in the
and still resides on the one-time farm on the edge Slice of Shoreview parade, July 26. Also check out the display
of Turtle Lake. Part of the program inciuded a DVD about the family in the Community Center SHS.

Heritage Family Nominations

The Gust Larson Family= being
celebrated as Shoreview's Family of the
year for 2008---brings to mind that
nominations for a future family of the Year
area are always in order.

The SHS has nomination forms,
and those thinking about family
candidates should remember that the
family's members should have lived a
significant part of their lives in Shoreview
and have contributed to the vitality of the
community and quality of life through
social, civic organizations, etc.

Other factors considered include
the family’s historical imprint of two or
more generations, whether a singular
contribution was made to the betterment
of the community; and whether any family
land holdings played a part in local
history.

If you have a family candidate in
mind, contact any SHS board member for
more details

A Painting of Our Past A print of John Cartwright's
painting of the old Cardigan Junction in Shoreview was officially
presented to the Shoreview City Council as a gift in May. Co-
presenters were (left) Mark Stange, Rotary Club, which provided
the frame, and Cartwright (right,) the artist. The print is placed in
a hallway in the Community Center. Cartwright has gone on to
paint scores of setanding and abandoned raliway depots
throughout the state as among his signature works. The depot,
built in 1888 and prominently noted in Shoreview Reflections,
was demolished in 1984.
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