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‘preserving today’s history for tomorrow’

April 200

From the President

Trying to Retain Our
Faded Memories

ast week when | approach-
Led Rice St. from County

Road E, | was astounded to
see that two buildings on the east
side of Rice St. had been torn
down to make way for a new
County Rd. E intersection.

Although both had been

there for more than 50 years, it
was hard to
remember exactly
. what the scene
looked like just a
day before.
On page 4, there

is picture of the
old e|np outside

of Gospel Hill Camp on Highway
96. You may ask, what do these
two things have in common?
Businesses and organiza-
tions may come and go -- and
our memories are faulty. It is
necessary for the Shoreview
Historical Society to document
our businesses: their written
histories, signs, facades, origins
and even artifacts. The SHS has
prepared a business historical
questionnaire that will be distri-
buted to all Shoreview busi-
nesses this year, seeking their
help in an important project. it

* E 3 *

An oral history interview
committee is now being formed
by the SHS. To volunteer as an
interviewer or an interviewee,
contact Doris Claeys 484-2970.

-—--Jacci Krebsbach

SHS Annual Meeting Program Set for Apr. 20
Shoreview Historical Society will hold its annual membership
meeting at 2 pm. Apr. 20 at the Shoreview Community Center.

As part of the double-header program, SHS will also honor the
Gust Larson family and its descendants as its “Heritage Family of the
Year."

No extraordinary business is scheduled to come before the SHS
at its meeting and a the brief agenda will include the regular officer's
reports pius the president's “state of the SHS.” Members wiii have an
opportunity for input. Three board members will be elected as well.

Board President Jacci Krebsbach said most of the “society’s 2007
activities were weii pubiicized and the meeting wiii serve as a review and
some thoughts about the future.”

The Gust Larson family stil has members residing in the
Shoreview area after decades in the community, weii before the city was
incorporated. Larson first settled in Roseville, and eventually acquired the
farm land on Turtle lake where he raised mostly vegetables. (See related
story items beiow and on page 3.)

in the Apr. 20 program Jean Larson Hoaglun, a grand daughter of
Gust Larson and her sister, Judy Larson Ramgren, and other relatives will
tell of the family’s early years on the land and how it has evoived to today.

*

Gust Larson Family is ‘Heritage Family of the Year’

This photo was taken on Lars and Karin Nelson’s 50™ wedding anniversary,
Jean Larson Hoaglan’s great grandparents. Gust died in 1924 at age 88.
Front row, left to right, Ellen, Lars and Karin. Back row, John Larson, Gust
Larson, ( Hoaglun’s grandfather and the initial owner of the property now in
Shoreview) Mary Rapp, Charles Larson, Erick. More about the Larsons on
page 3. (All photos provided by the Larson family.)




SHS NewsNotes

+ SHS Board Members Election in April

Three SHS board positions are on the ballot for election at this spring’s annual meeting in April. Ballots
are enclosed with this newsletter.

The new composition of the board by charter amendment allows for up to nine members; presently the
SHS has eight board members. With a nine-member board, one third of the board-- or three members-- would
normally stand for election every third year, with exceptions caused by resignations or other departures. Interim
vacancies through resignations are sometimes temporarily filled to the end of the term by appointment. Board
members’ terms are for three years.

in that regard, SHS President Jacci Krebsbach says: “We are always looking for candidates interested
in serving on the board’s key committees. It’s a good experience and a chance to contribute to your community
at the same time.” Several current board members have served for two terms or more.

+ Monthly Board Meeting Actions !n last quarter's SHS monthly board meetings, the board—

+ discussed “Heritage Family of the Year” candidates. Gust Larson family is the selection.

+ approved other organizations’ marketing and selling of the Shoreview Reflections book, at the same
price with the SH3 realizing a reduction in its income per unit in favor of increasing saies.

+ firmed up the Annual Meeting program . There will be three candidates for board positions.

+ accepted member Ken Wingard's earlier planned resignation at year’s end, noting his long and valu-
able service to the SHS.

+ reviewed the SHS annual financial report , showing income of more than expenses, although some
expenses connected to the anniversary book are scheduled for payment in 2008.

+ In Memoriam. (Historical ShoreViews includes the
names of those Shoreview persons, age 80 and over
who have died during the past quarter.)

+ Walter Arnold, 92, died Jan. 21. He is
survived by his wife June; children and grandchildren.
+ Roberta Carison, 86, died Feb. 3. She is survived by
her husband Walter; sons Bob, Steve and Dick;
daughter Karen; and grandchildren. + Vivian Eifstrom,
died Jan. 26. She is survived by son Steven;
daughters Susan and Jean; and grandchildren and a

= New SHS Board member is Lucena Slaten,

. . long-time Shoreview resident,
appointed to fill the remainder
of Ken Wingard's term who
resigned from the board at the
| |end of 2007. She is familiar
with Shoreview's community
_|and history as her grandfather,
|Henry Chapman, a St. Paul
businessman, built both a farm

great grandson. + Margaret Kaatz, 91, died Feb. 20.
She is survived by her son Steven; grandchildren and
great grandchildren. + Millard Kent, 88, died Feb. 5.
He is survived by his wife Barbara; daughters Ann,
Susan, and Barbara; and grandchildren. + Jane
Mitchell, 80, died Jan. 26. She is survived by sons
Mel, Steve, and David; daughters Jeanne and
Sharon; and grandchildren and great grandchildren.

+ Eileen Quarforth ,83, died Mar. 2. She is survived by
daughters Jane and Joanne; sons Gary, John and

home and later the Velvet Inn near Lake Owasso. She
and her husband, Jim, live now on land that once
pastured cattie on the farm. Lucena recently retired
from a long career in the airline industry.

and Dave; and grandchildren and a great
granddaughter. + Gerald Saxerud, 80, died Jan. 9. He
is survived his wife Edna; sons Terry and Ted;
daughters Shelley and Beverly; and grandchildren and
great grandchildren.
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Turtle Lake is Anchor for Larson Family’s Long Stay in Shoreview
ean Larson Hoaglan has lived virtually her entire life on the south shore of Turtle Lake, on land once
farmed by her grandfather Gust Larson, who came to the U.S. in 1882 as a youth.

The Gust Larson family and its descendants are being honored as Shoreview’s Heritage Family of
the year in a program set for Apr. 20 at the Community Center.

Jean is among several relatives who have lived on
the 45 acres over the years. The farm land stretched
southward from the lake frontage to across Tanglewood Ave.
or County Road G2.

Some of the early farm buildings in a remodeled form
exist. Jean lives on Larson Lane, named for her grandfather,
while her daughter and family live nearby in the farmstead's
remodeled “enchanted barn.” Ruth Larson, Jean’s aunt, had
earlier lived in the first remodeled barn for many decades.

Over the years, property values have changed and
the once farm land was prime development for more homes,
and other changes have naturally evolved. However, Jean
has never thought about living any other place than
Shoreview, and has kept those pleasant memories of her
youth close at hand. “I have enjoyed the lake, of course, and
live here year around,” she says,” it's been a great place.”
She has lived in her current residence for 51 years and on
adjoining-lots prior to that.

Among her early memories are the “young ice
skaters on the lake, sometimes going around the entire lake.”

Inrecent years, it seems the recurring snowfalls and melting, Reuben Larson (left) and his father
and maybe a climate change, has reduced the skating,” she Gust harvested ice on Turtle Lake decades

“ : ago. Below, Ruth Larson, Gust's daughter,
says. “On school days we would walk down to Lexington Ave. erfos out skiliig (In 8 dress)hére on the Larson
Turtle Lake property. She attended the Hill
Farm School; both photos circa early 1900s,
from the Larson family files.

(continued on page 4)

Iceboating decades ago on the glass-like Turtle Lake included
Larson family members.




Are there scme in Shoreview ?

Historical Artifacts ‘Tell Stories’ About People and Time

istorical artifacts may be in our garages, our yards and our attics, without us be aware of their lasting
H educational value. They become so familiar around the home, they blend into the setting and sometimes
are discounted and tossed aside. Sometimes there is just one opportunity to salvage them.

Often special collections of historical materials
will occur and be more bountiful when one-time
programs "are celebrated, such as “Minnesota’s
Greatest Generation”. That's an observation by Matt
Anderson, Minnesota History Center currator of special
collections.

Presently the Center is pulling together the
special exhibit for showing in 2009, celebrating that
generation of Americans born in the teens and 20s
who lived through a depression, won a world war and
help right the world economy. It has put together a
vast coliection of materials reminiscent of the times.

For local societies like the SHS on the outlook
for items for preservation, there may not be many of
those special community events or other initiatives
that result in artifacts being brought forward. Photo
collections are good examples of what is wanted, are
manageable in size and tell a story.

“Naturally, it is important to have the artifact
piece connect to the community in a special way,” says
Anderson. An old horse-drawn farm implement might
be a nice addition to a collection, but would mean
much more if it had been used on a local farm, he
explains.

Jacci Krebsbach notes that the SHS retained
fixtures from a local gas station and a dairy barn
before they were destroyed. “For many these elicit
special memories,” she says, even though the pieces
in don't tell a specific story. “We would like to have
more artifacts, and we must stay alert to their
presence and not let them be left by the wayside or
be destroyed. The now restored Art Larson farm
directed several of its small kitchen utensils to the
SHS. Like the History Center we use discretion about
what is viable to be retained.”

Last quarter's Minnesota History magazine,
told how Anderson’s section cbtained a large neon-
lighted “St. Paul Tourist Cabins” sign that advertised
the cabins (since the 1940s) on the edge of Lake
Phalen. The land was recently sold to developers.

“it somewhat epitomized the era—tourism's
popularity in the state,” says Anderson. The Center
staff is on the alet for such pieces and also
coordinates with dealers and others who might find
such artifacts. At any one time, the center displays
only 10 percent or less of its collection of materials.

Sometimes, manufactured products, earlyina
corporation’s life might find their way to the History
Center. “SHS wants to contact with Shoreview's
companies who may have early product examples

still available,” says Krebsbach, noting their value and
interest in the context of the city’s growth.

“The use of our website to display these
materials in photos will increase their visibility and
enjoyment through a wider community.

“In the future, we hope to have a museum- like
setting to display the collection for school children,
aduits and the wider community to enjoy,” she adds.

Old Gaspel Hill Camp sign— an era gone by.
New buildings and signs are there now.

Larson family-— continued
in the early morning darkness, waiting for the school
bus in the 1940s, | remember seeing the ‘tracer
bullets’ from the New Brighton arsenal being test-
fired,” Jean recalls. She was a classmate of neighbor
Bill Seabloom, whose family was an earlier Heritage
Family of the Year recipient.

Gust Larson was the father of three children,
Ruth, born in 1895; Reuben (Jean's father) born in
1900; and Roy, 1910, Still farming in the early 1900s,
Reuben later worked for Ramsey County.

Jean still recalls some of the early years on
her grandfather’'s farm where they raised vegetables
like potatoes, asparagus and tomatoes and provided
such produce as eggs and milk to the downtown St.
Paul market and to the nearby Hill Farm. “I still recall
grandfather hitching up the wagon to go some dozen
miles away,” Jean says. Her father, his brother and
sister may have finished grade schools, but none went
on to high school, says Jean.

Jean married Ron Hoaglan who died a few
years ago. He worked at Brown & Bigelow , St. Paul,
before he retired. Earlier, Jean had worked at
Donaldson’s Manufacturing and in Turtle Lake
School’s library. Jean expects her home will remain in
her family after her death.




