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From the President
An Inspiration Who
Who is Still with Us

hen | read Carl
WHoImberg’s obituary, |
immediately remem-

bered how and when |
first met him. Upon graduating
from Mounds View High School,
and to help pay
for college, | got
i a job at the
{ Shoreview
Pharmacy where
Carl was a fre-
quent customer
and would tell
stories of the people and places
of the area. | fully believe he
was my inspiration in becoming
more involved and interested in
local history. Although | was born
and raised here, | did not find the
area’s history all that exciting or
important. However, Carl always
spiced up the facts with stories —
in other words, he made history
personal.

| learmed about the Twin
Cities Arsenal-- how the property
was fenced in record time in WW
Il. Carl told me stories of the
nation’s notorious gangsters and
their girifriends and local hang-
outs. Whenever something new
was being built, he would tell me
what once stood at that particu-
lar location decades earlier.

In the early days of the
Shoreview Historical Society,
when the self-directed tour was
being developed, Carl was the
“historian” the SHS depended

(continued on page 4)

SHS Notes 2006 Accomplishments;
Sees 2007 as a Return to the ‘ABC’s’

The Shoreview Historical Society moves into what
promises to be an active and challenging 2007, following a year
of successful activities on a broad scope of projects.

“Sometimes it seems like we aren’t moving as fast as we would
like, but | think the board and the organization made real progress last
year,” said SHS president Jacci Krebsbach. She noted this year will
involve SHS as part of the city’s 50™ Anniversary. She noted progress
in 2006 in the following areas:

+ New Quarters. “The SHS moved into the Snail Lake
Education Center, where its modest space is being fully used, and the
membership had one program meeting there in October. It provides us
an anchor, where we can establish a separate address and a place to
do our work.”

+ Web Site. “After a lot of preparation and information
processing, we finally established a web site, with the help of a local
professional, giving us a much needed means of communication and
visibility in the community. Where possible, we have used other current
technology as well.”

+ Programs. “We are trying to bring to the membership,
interesting, relevant and history-oriented programs.” That included
variety-— from noting the local fire department’s history (60 years) to
the immigration of Scandinavian families.

+ Local societies. “SHS took the initiative to host a special
meeting of local historical societies along with a special presentation
on area geography and history by Dr. David Lanegran, Macalester
College. Helping maintain the vitality of other societies, helps make the
works and synergies of all of us more meaningful.”

+ Heritage Family. “The Heritage family project, while work
intensive for the heritage family involved, was another success in that it
further helped us understand more of the community’s history.

(continued on page 4)

Plans Underway for Revised Heritage Trail

Planing for revising and upgrading the city’s Heritage Trail is
underway—to be part of the city’s 50" Anniversary celebration in 2007.

SHS board members Ken Hoff, Mary Hilfiker and others are
working out the details. “We will do an ‘on the ground’ review, comparing
the existing trail together with new suggestions in keeping with the growth
of the city, as well as its history,” says Hoff. SHS board also said it would
be updating its self-directed auto tour, of particular interest to newcomers.




‘Tracing the Scandinavians to Shoreview’

Members Enjoy Speakers on Scandinavian Immigration, Settler’'s Experience

As we all know, the land of that is now Shoreview was a greatly different place just a few decades
ago, and was still largely just farm land a century ago when many immigrants were settling in the area. Those
times make for good story telling, from the perspectives of a ancestral family member and an genealogist.
SHS members heard both in the SHS quarterly meeting in October.

Bill Seabloom and a cousin, Jim Seabloom, related several stories of their family’s early farming years
in community, and also traced their ancestors back to Sweden. Bill had numerous beautiful slide photos and
artifacts of Sweden, having visited with relatives there over the years. Jim talked more of the visible changes
in the local community, including the years when some of the nation’s infamous outlaws resided briefly here,
assured of asylum by local law authorities, and who received advance wamings of any planned police raids,
he said.

; In the second part of the program, local
. genealogist Marilyn Sorensen demon-
. strated how meticulous one must be when
| tracing ancestors from foreign lands,
" pointing to even to the minute details in
passenger lists of steamer ships that came
from England, loaded with Scandinavian
immigrants. Her handouts showed the
major routes of ships from Europe to the
US, including some via the St. Lawrence
Seaway to lllinois or from New Orleans and
their eventual migration to Minnesota.
While the early immigrants faced severe
challenges, the economic situation was
actually worse in Norway, she said. Many
of the immigrants stopped their westward
Marilyn Sorenson discussed Scandinavian immigration routes, journey in Minnesota, as they learned
tracing the settlers’ pathways from Europe to U.S. locations. rainfall further west was less plentiful and
crops not as bountiful.

Shoreview News Notes

+ SHS Board Meetings, normally scheduled for 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday each month, are now being
held at the society’s new address, Snail Lake Education Center, 350 Minn Highway 96, Shoreview.

+ Vadnais Heights Historical Commission has published an excellent, and photo-loaded, history of its
community, marking its 50" birthday. Rose-Ellen Soler, commission chair, the book’s editor, will sign copies
at 1:30-3:30 p.m. Jan. 27 at the Shoreview Community Center

+ In Memoriam. (Historical ShoreViews includes the names of those Shoreview persons, age 80 and over, who
have died during the past quarter.) + Carl Holmberg, 93, died Dec. 8. (See story, page 4). + Ruby Bacon, 81, died
Oct. 5. Survivors include nieces and nephews. + Mildred Eckart, 89, died Nov. 8. She is survived by her husband
Tom; stepdaughter Alexa Umbreit ; and grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Clarence Gebhardt, 84, died
Nov. 17. He is survived his wife, Della. + Margaret Haney Keys, 97, died Dec. 3. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Ancel Keys, an internationally known food scientist (K-ration creator), who also lived in Shoreview.
She is survived by a daughter Carrrie D’Andrea; son Dr. Henry Keys; and grandchildren and great grandchildren.
+ Marcella Perri, 83, died Dec. 14. She is survived by her husband Louis; sons Robert, Thomas and Gregg;
daughter Kathy; and grandchildren. + Robert Straube, 68, died on Oct. 5. He is survived by his wife Betty; and
daughters Mary Jo, Nancy and Debbie.




Through the Years—

Shoreview Marks 50 Years in 2007--- What’s Ahead?

n 1957, when the community of Shoreview was born, some 5,200 people resided within its borders, once a

| part of Mounds View.

Perhaps few other half-centuries have been so jammed with change, triggered by housing expansion,
technological improvements, medical advances and population increases—both locally and across the nation.
Later, this year, Shoreview commemorates its 50" anniversary through a number of civic events, noting our past
while looking to the future. Historical ShoreViews notes a few key events with an emphasis upon our history:

+ 1957- A local citizens group
petitions Ramsey County to
incorporate the Village of
Shoreview. Election is held Apr.23
approving the move. City is
inadvertedly named Shorewood
by a group of businessmen but
changed to Shoreview

+ First city council meeting site is
at Willis Wilson’s former chicken
coop, and later to mayor Ken
Hanold's garage. Reuel Breitbarth
is first city clerk. Population: 5,300.
+ Island Lake School opens.

+ 1958-City’s first planning and
zoning commission is formed.

+ 1959-League of Women Voters
forms Shoreview unit, merges with
Arden Hills in 1977.

+ 1962 -Incamation Church is form
ed by merging two area Lutheran
churches. |-S highway 694 opens
and crosses the community.

+ Last passenger train goes
through Cardigan Junction.

+ 1965- City government changed
to aform A, changing from electing
key city officials to appointments.
+ 1966- Victoria Apple Orchard
operated by Don and Molly
Pappenheim is launched.

+1970- Population reaches 11,000
+ 1971- Seven construction work-
ers were killed as a radio tv tower
crashes at County Road F and
Victoria Ave.

+ 1973 - A $575,000 bond issue is
passed for construction of new City
Hall. City has 14,000 population.

+ 1974- state Legislative action
makes Shoreview a city.

+ 1976- Ramsey County assumes
administrative control of Lake
Owasso Children’ home, its

predecessor organization was formed in 1910 and was later named
Children’s Preventorium, and now the Lake Owasso Residence.

+ 1984 - Cardigan Junction, long time rail station site, is removed.

+ 1989 - Annual community festival “Slice of Shoreview” is launched.

+ 1990 - A new City Hall and Community Center is built.

+ 1991 - SHS is formed and Jeanene Hayes is first president.

+ Target Greatland opens in Shoreview, only the second store of its type.
+ 1992 - A new Shoreview library opens.

+ 1993- Lake Johanna Fire Department, serving Shoreview, marks its 50"
anniversary.

+ 1995- Asmat Museum opens.

+ 1997- An anniversary video, “From Township to Today”, highlights the
city’s progress. City celebrates 40™ birthday with giant fireworks display at
Slice of Shoreview.

+ 2001 -SHS honors seniors, 80 years of age and over.

+ City purchases old Art Larson/ Lepak historic home to preserve and
retain the structure, itself a hundred years old in 2005.

+ Images of Shoreview, a historical photo collection is published. Verna
Rusler is the author.

+ Ancel Keyes, 97, one time Shoreview resident, creator of the WW Il K-
ration is honored at University of Minn. where he once worked.

+ Area communities recognize 50" anniversary of Arden Hills Twin Cities
Arms plant, bordering on Shoreview.

+ Gospel Hill Camp, marks its 100" anniversary.

+ 2002- Preventorium offices, now Lake Owasso Residence, are rebuilt
after old buildings are demolished as planned.

+ North Metro Housing Resource Center moves into Historic Lepak/
Larson House

+ 2005- the 118 year old Snail Lake school is closed and converts to Snail
Lake Education Center, also housing the SHS office.

+ 2006- Ramsey County Public Works facility is demolished, new location
is at Highway 96 and Hamline Ave. in Arden Hills.

+ 2007- Shoreview marks Golden Anniversary. Approx. Pop:: 27,000




Carl Holmber
Long Time Shoreview
Resident Was History Buff

A long-time friend and
participant in Shoreview Historical
Society activities, Carl Holmberg,
93, died Dec.,8.

He was among the four
election judges during the vote to
incorporate the community of
Shoreview back in 1957.

His parents purchased 10-
acres and a home at 4466
Hodgson Rd. in 1919 and Carl
recalled walking to the one-room J.
J. Hill School, from which he was
an eighth grade graduate in 1927.

Later, Carl became a prime
source in checking historical back-
ground and recalling first hand the
events in the community.

Carl was interested in first
aid and safety instruction which he
learmned in the Navy during WW I
and implemented many Red Cross
training programs in his employ-
ment at the Twin Cities Arsenal and
later at the Pine Bend Refinery. He
also worked at the Metropolitan
Sewer Board before retiring from
an insurance company in 1975.

Carl and his wife, Jean,
were active at Incarnation Lutheran
Church. Jean died a few years ago
and Carl moved to an assisted
living residence in Stiliwater.

A memorial service will be
held 1 p.m. Jan. 19 at Boutwells
Landing, 5600 Norwich Landing,
Stiliwater.

From the President---continued

upon—as he rode along and the
key dates and names rolled from
his lips.

As the SHS updates the tour
this year, we will miss consulting
with Carl. But | know he will be a
“silent passenger” in each vehicle
that takes the tour. We thank him,
as we are indebted to him and will
miss him. He will live on through his
stories. — Jacci Krebsbach

2006 Accomplishments/Looking Ahead—continued

+ Internal housekeeping. “We updated our bylaws, reviewed our
mission statement and examined some of other basic documentation.
What still remains is more active members—the board’'s work.”

Looking Ahead

“As to 2007, | look at it as a return to the basics—the A,B,Cs of our
activities,” she says. “Some of this isn’t new, but at the board meetings we
have re-emphasized some goals:

“A--we have—and need to continue to-- improve on our accessibility
of records, acquisitions of materials, and visits to our site.”

“B-Broaden our focus. For example, the work on the Heritage Trail
and the self-directed tour this year will necessarily get our activities ‘out
into the community’ more. We want to continue to involve members with
opportunities for those interested in history and preservation efforts in our
area,” Krebsbach said.

“C-Collaboration with others is important-— whether it be with other
societies through shared programs, and networking; and with the city
through our 50" anniversary year in 2007.”

+ Local Historical Societies. SHS hosted a meeting last quarter of local

societies representatives wherein they shared common interests,
programing ideas, and growth strategies. Earlier, the reps heard a historical
review of how the factors of geography and economics helped shape
northern Ramsey County and surrounding areas a century and more ago.
Dr. David Lanegran, Macalester College, professor of geography, explained
how the terrain and farm lands and lakes spawned agriculture and tourism
and other light industries. He also traced the Twin Cities urban expansion
and projected some future population patterns—more growth generally
expected along the I-S 94 corridor, St. Croix River Valley and southwest of
Hennepin County. The group’s next meeting in January will be hosted by the
Hugo Historical Commission.




