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From the President

Communing
With Ghosts

t's a small windowless room
I but for the Shoreview
Historical Society, it's home.
Last month the stars
aligned and | was able to move
two truckloads of “stuff’ from our
storage unit into our office at the
Snail Lake Education Center.
Of course,
none of this
would have
1 been possible
1 without the
cooperation of
Nick Temali,
Mounds View
School
District's direct-
or of Community Education and
Technology, and the muscles
and trucks of three Shoreview
Public Work’s employees.

For me, the items we
moved were more than “stuff”.
There’s the large oak cupboard
that | immediately coveted when |
saw it at the one-room school-
house on the property of the
Lake Owasso Residence; sur-
prisingly there is an identical
cupboard in the office of Dr.
Witthun, superintendent of
schools, also located at Snail
Lake. From Lake Owasso also
came a handmade white book
case with glass doors (formerly
windows). The paint is peeling
but | first saw that in the former
school library and thought we
had to have it | There’s an old
desk and wooden filing cabinet
from the “Preve”, too.

(continued on page 4)

Genealogist to Trace Area’s Scandinavian History;

Seabloom Heritage Family Celebration Continues

Bill Seabloom family’s “ride”-- in the Slice of Shoreview parade
in July -- continues.

The 2006 Heritage Family of the Year will be featured at the SHS
October meeting for members wherein Bill will relate stories of his family,
how things were in the community during his childhood and how the area
has progressed and changed into the city we have today.

October SHS Membership Meeting
Bill Seabloom, Heritage Family Discussion
Marilyn Sorensen, Scandinavian Migration
When: 2 p.m. Oct. 15, 2006
Who: SHS members and friends
Where: Snail Lake Education Center, Hodgson Rd & Hwy 96

What:

He is part of a double-feature program which will also include a talk
on Scandinavian migration by Marilyn Sorensen, a local genealogist. She
spent much of her career in education, both as a teacher and for the last
30 years as an administrator with the Minnesota Department of Education.

She retired in 1998 and says genealogy has become more of
avocation with her, she has visited and taught in several foreign countries
and lives now in Arden Hills.

“The talk about the Scandinavian migration will be from a
genealogical perspective,” she said. “It was around 1825 when the
heaviest migration of Scandinavian families came to the U.S., after the
Homestead Law, when land opportunities were many. Those who came
to the upper midwest were both farmers and townspeople and came
mostly as families, though many more single persons came after the U.S.
Civil War.” Marilyn will explain some of the more popular research
methods.

“Many migrated to this area from Canada, but our records are not
complete on border crossings, so tracing our (individual) genealogy can be
difficult,” says Marilyn. Immigrant processing of decades ago lacked the
easy-to-track records that are maintained today

(continued on page three)

SHS Co-Sponsors Prof Lanegran Talk for Local Societies

SHS will host a special program on Oct. 11 given by David A.
Lanegran, Macalester College professor and Geography Department
chair.

The session is being held for the leadership of all the historical
societies in northern Ramsey County, including their board members
and other key persons. The event is by invitation. The session will be at
7 p.m. at the Community Center and is cosponsored by SHS.

(continued on page 3)




SHS Notes

Slice Parade Includes Heritage Family, Minnesota Governor

The Slice of Shoreview
- ' , parade in July featured a

' . . - variety of floats and
marching units, including
the Seabloom Heritage
family who rode in an “air
conditioned” Capital City
Trolley car, sponsored by
the SHS. The parade also
included a marching unit
on behalf of Minnesota
Gov. Tim Pawlenty,
believed to be the first
time a Minnesota gover-
nor in office has
appeared in a Slice
parade. With the fall
election coming up,
candidates from the many
political parties and
offices were out on
parade. Temperatures
reached 100 degrees
during the weekend.

+ SHS in ‘New Home'. SHS is gradually moving materials and what equipment it owns into its quarters in the
Snail Lake Education Center (SLEC). Members will be able to see the new space if they attend the quarterly
membership meeting Oct. 15 in the SLEC commons, adjacent to the SHS space. There has been good
response from local citizens in contributing some office type items, though the SHS is still in need of a PC. “Our
space is somewhat limited, we know,” says SHS President Jacci Krebsbach, "but we welcome contributions like
paper and office supplies. Please contact any board member if you have items.” Photo on page 3,

+ In Memoriam. Historical ShoreViews includes the names of those Shoreview persons, age 80 and over, who
have died during the past quarter. + Donald Frank, 84, died June 22 He is survived by his wife Mildred: sons
Donald, David and Brian; a daughter Deborah; and grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Franklin Geer, 85,
died Sep. 8. He is survived by his daughter Lisa; son Jay; and grandchildren. + Wilbur Keefer, 86, died Aug. 6.
He is survived by his wife Kathryn; son William; daughters Charlene and Kathleen; and grandchildren and great
grandchildren. + Carol Peterson, 70, died Aug. 1. She is survived by her husband Donald; sons Kern, Kjel and
Kore; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Betty Sorenson, 82, died Aug. 21. She is survived by her
husband, Dale; daughter Nan; sons Greg and Andy; and grandchildren.




Appreciation from The City

Mary Hilfiker, left, was among several Shoreview
volunteers on city committees to be recognized at the
city’s annual volunteers picnic at the Shoreview
pavilion behind City Hall. Honored for her long service,
Hilfiker has served on the SHS board, the new City 50"
Anniversary committee and the Parks and Recreation
Commission. Mayor Sandy Martin, center, and council-
persons Larry_ Morrisette and Terry Quigley, right,
distributed the honors.

Lanegran — continued

Highly regarded in the field of geography,
Lanegran’s remarks will focus on local history as to
the area’s development and change over the decades.
He is an expert on urban development and planning
issues, the history of the Twin Cities and the iron
range area of Minnesota.

He has published several books and articles
and is working on a book examining the residential
patterns of the Twin Cities.

SHS President Jacci Krebsbach noted this is
SHS’s first time to host a meeting of the local
societies’ directors and officers. “Dr. Lanegran is an
excellent and fitting featured speaker,” she said. “As
Shoreview prepares for its 50™ anniversary, this is an
informational program which can help background our
community’s development in the context of the
county’s overall change and growth.”

Some dozen or so local societies in the county
have met periodically to network regarding artifact
collection methodologies, preservation, programs and
general upgrading of their groups roles.

Membership meeting—continued

In the 1850s when Sweden suffered a
succession of poor harvests, unemployment grew and
wages fell, according to historical sources. This led to
an increase in the numbers of people wishing to
emigrate. Most of these were bankrupted farmers and
out of work agricultural laborers.

Only about a quarter of all Swedish emigrants
came from towns and cities. A survey carried out in
1890 revealed that one in four Swedes in the United
States were engaged in farming. It was estimated that
by the 20th century they owned more than 12 million
acres in the United States, a much higher figure that
most other immigrant groups.

Already by 1890 there were large numbers of
Swedish born immigrants in the states of lllinois
(87,000) and Minnesota (100,000). There were also
significant communities in Chicago (43,000) and
Minneapolis (19,000).

By 1900 large numbers of immigrants lived in
cities—-- and had increased greatly in Chicago to more
than 100,000. This was a larger figure than any other
town or city in Sweden except Stockholm.

SHS Salutes Heritage Families :

For the past two seasons, SHS has dedicated a
membership meeting to the annually selected heritage
family. Bring your photos and/or questions for Bill and
Marilyn. Light refreshments will be served prior to the
meeting.

This is also the first meeting for the membership at
the new site, the Snail Lake Education Center. The
best entrance is on the north side of the building and
then follow the signs which will direct you to the
building’s common area where the program will be held.

-

SHS president Jacci Krebsbach, left, acquaints a visitor
with the new SHS quarters in the Snail Lake Education
Center. SHS moved in last quarter.




Shoreview Histo

You Contribute

Who, What, Where and When are Among Your Top 507?

he SHS is continuing its
Tcollection from area citizens

on what in their minds
constitutes the top 50 events,
persons of note, and dates of
significance in Shoreview’s history
—dating back to 1957, the birth of
the city.

SHS initiated the collection
during the past summer’s Slice of
Shoreview, soliciting responses at
its booth from visitors. The effort
will help supplement the City's 50"
Anniversary Committee’s work.

“It's interesting to see what
residents feel is important in their
city’s history,” says Jacci
Krebsbach, SHS president. “It isn’t
always the most obvious events or
person. That's good, because
sometimes we forget those events
— many not making the news---
which have contributed to
progress.”

Residents are invited to
send along the names of persons
they feel have contributed to the
progress and greatness of the city,;
events which had a bearing on
change or contributed to a
significant direction in the city's
landscape, whether in business,
education, politics, environment
city facilities, etc.

Also you can send along
your thoughts on gradual change
which had an impact as well, such
as the coming of the Interstate
Highway system, or the park
systems, or the beautification of
the city, Krebsbach said.

Please send your names,
events, etc., to the Shoreview
Historical Society, 4600 Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126. or email:
dickmargmn@yahoo.com

Greatest Generation Program at
Minnesota History Center

A special program of film and
lecture exploring Minnesota's con-
tributions to the “Greatest Generation”
will be presented at the Minnesota
History Center noon to 5 p.m. Oct. 8. A
special legacy forum,"The Greatest
Generation Grows Up” will be presented
by University of Maryland professor and
author Kriste Lindenmeyer.

A festival of short films, produced
by amateur and professional film makers
exploring the life and legacy of
Minnesota’'s Greatest Generation will
follow. Winners of awards totaling
$10,000 in five categories will be

announced and their films screened.
+ + e

Researching Family History

You can learn about researching
family history and how to explore the
census reports, including birth, death and
marriage records, church records,
probate and citizenship records and
other interests.

Attendees will learn how to do the
research both online and off. Profess-
ional genealogist researcher will con-
duct the class at 10 am. Oct.7 at the
Minnesota Historical Society Library.
There is a fee of $14 for MHS members
and $16 for others.

+ + +

West Engine House Theater

The Mill City Museum in
Minneapolis will celebrate a second
weekend of “grand opening” for its West
Engine House Theater at noon to 5 p.m.
Oct. 15.

The theater is the museum’s
latest attraction and will feature a
weekend of music, performances and
children’s activities. A film “Minneapolis in
19 Minutes Flat”, especially com-
missioned for the opening will be shown
twice.

From the President —cont.
On the shelves are
items from the historical Art
Larson’s house. | remember
the many times we spoke on
the phone and | know he
would be glad that we have
his hat, some of his books,
and many of his family
pictures. He loved to telt me
stories and jokes. (FYI - Art’s
father, Ernest, knew the
Seabloom family in Sweden.
Both families went from
Sweden to Centerville, and
from lowa to Mounds View
Township. Bil Seabloom
will cover this in the Oct. 15
SHS membership program).
We have memorabilia
from Snail Lake School and
Mrs. Rylander's 4th grade
class .We also have a time

capsule from the
Preventorium that was
found buried deep in a

cornerstone. While we have
limited space, we are accept-
ing family histories, stories,
photos and clippings. Also
we are looking for school
lists and programs from
organizations and clubs,
especially scout troops and
4H.

Eventually we will have
regular hours but if you
would like to donate an item,
contact any SHS board
member and you will be met
at Snail Lake Center. As we
anticipate Shoreview's 50th
birthday in 2007, it is the
responsibility of the Shore-
view Historical Society to
“preserve today’s history for
tomorrow” and the
tomorrows after that !!

--Jacci Krebsbach
SHS president




