Historical ShoreVIEWS

Shoreview’s 48" Year

From The President
Happy Birthday, Art

I first met Art Larson in the early

1990s when he came to vote at

Turtle Lake School. | was an
election judge and another judge
introduced him and told him that |
was with the SHS. We spoke and
| gave him my phone number
telling him I'd love to come to visit
him in his wonderful house some-
time.

Over the
years, he'd
phone me
and tell me
stories of
his life, his
father's
farm, or his
years at the
first Turtle
Lake

School (District 35),about his
sister Ada and his wife Edna. He
knew of my love of antiques so
he would describe his house
while we spoke -- the old framed
photos of his parents, the round
oak kitchen table, and a curved
front china cabinet.

One day, Doris Claeys and |
drove into his driveway and he
came out and spoke with us. He
allowed us to take photos of his
property, his house and even one
of him but he wouldn't let us
inside. | was always so intrigued
about it but it wasn't until after his
death that | had the privilege to
go through the home when |
attended his estate sale.

The SHS was able to
purchase some of his items and

(continued on page 4)

reserving today’s history for tomorrow’ October 2005 |

Membership Meeting Doubleheader

Firefighters’ History of Community Service;
And Open House at Old Art Larson Home

The firefighters that protect citizens and their homes in Shoreview
have been around longer than the city has as an official entity. Shoreview
became a city in 1957, and the beginning of an organized Lake Johanna
Fire Department goes back to 1943.

How the department started, grew and became more professional
will be covered in a historical perspective at a SHS meeting at 7 pm. at
Sta. # 3 at Lexington Ave, and County Rd |.

“We like when meetings can be held at different sites, which better
helps tell those evolving stories of community organizations,” says Jacci
Krebsbach, SHS president. “Other meetings have been at the old
Preventorium, the Gospel Mission, TC Arsenal, and other sites. It adds
greatly to understanding those organizations' roles in Shoreview's history.”

SHS Quarterly Membership Meeting

What: Reception at historic “Art Larson House”
Fire Department Historical Perspective
Where/When: Lepak/ Larson House 5:30 p.m.

Station No. 3-- 5545 Lexington Ave N.
7 p-m. - Monday Oct 17

A special part of the evening includes a 5:30 p.m. Open House with
refreshments at the old Art Larson home, now the North Metro Housing
Resource Center, just west of the Sta #3. It's an opportunity to toast again
Art's contributions to a growing Shoreview, and his early days as an area
pioneer. He had lived in the home for 65 years, before he died

(continued on page 3)

Heritage Bucher Family Turns Out for Slice Parade;

Reminder: Nominate a Family for 2006

Shoreview's Heritage Family of the year, descendants of
Henry and Anna Bucher, were out in big numbers for the Slice of
Shoreview parade in July. See story on page 4.

Shoreview Historical Societys’ designated project of selecting
a Shoreview Heritage Family is meant to be equally the product of
input from the community and the SHS. Nominees are accepted
throughout the year, and prior to April 2006 for next year's selected
family. Check with any board member for more information.




SHS News Notes

+ Art Larson 100* Birthday. Many Shoreviewers still call it the “Art Larson House”--- the two-story 109 year
old structure across the street from Turtle Lake School and just west of fire station # 3. Had the owner for 65
years, Art Larson, lived, he would have celebrated his 100" birthday on Oct. 17— a date this month's
membership event will recognize. Art sold properties nearby the house which later were the sites for those two
structures, plus other land for the Twin Cities arsenal. Over the years, Art talked about how the Shoreview
Historical Society and/or the City of Shoreview would own his home. The city presently leases the restored
Chaska brick building to the Housing Resource Center to provide for financial assistance . See membership
meeting story page one.

+ The Preve Remembered. Many Shoreview residents, including many transported St.Paulites, have
enjoyed author Larry Millet's “Strange Days, Dangerous Nights”, a wonderful collection of photographs from the
St. Paul newspapers during 1930s to the 1950s, portraying some robust journalism. The photos are from a time
when reporters and photographers’ works of sensational images—crime scenes and human tragedy and
oddities— often found their way into print. One photo is of six young boys being treated by sun lamps at the
Ramsey County Children’s Preventorium on Lake Owasso. The Preventorium operated between 1915-1 953
for treatment of children exposed to tuberculosis. Eventually, medical studies later indicated the treatment was
of “dubious value.” The complex has been completely remodeled and now helps meet other special needs for
people. SHS has retained a few artifacts from the old “Preve”, and has followed closely the new facility (three
years old this summer) inits changes during 2000-02. Also in the historical mode, Millet has also authored, “Then
and Now”, a collection of photos showing the contrasts between Twin Cities’ streets and architecture of decades
ago and today.

+ In Memoriam. (Historical Shore Views regularly notes those area persons age 80 and over who have died during
the last quarter.) + Angeline Bellandi, 86, died July 3 . She is survived by her husband Reynold; sister Mary; son
James; and grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Lorraine Berry, 88, died June 23. She is survived by husband
Leo; daughter Ann; son Tom ; and grandchildren. + Robert Caldwell, 81, died Aug. 2. He is survived by daughters
Nancy, Barbara, and Elizabeth, and sons Jamey and Dave; and grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Mary
Moga, died June 27. She is survived by brothers Dan, Dick. and Dave. + Hildegund Smith 92, died Sep. 6. She is
survived by sons Sheldon, Gregory and Paul; and grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Blanche Trojanowski,
a life long resident of Shoreview , died July 1. She is survived by her husband Roy; daughter Cindy; and sister
Edna.

+ Some News and Some Notes. . . + SHS board members were among the many community volunteer
boards and their members honored at an August picnic held by the City of Shoreview at the Commons Pavilion.
A good time was held by all. Mayor Sandy Martin praised the volunteers’ efforts. The SHS board has remained
the same for the last three years. Others interested in serving on the board or a committee are asked to contact
president Jacci Krebsbach. . . + Former Shoreview City Council member Curtis Housch has passed along
a collection of news clippings, council agendas and other items about city government in the 1960s for SHS files.
Thanks from the SHS-—- we are always appreciative of old records. . . + Pulitzer Prize Photos. Six decades of
journalism’s finest news photography will be on display at the Minnesota History Center, Oct. 15 to Jan 15, 2006
with photo images ranging from war to poignant events like Babe Ruth’s farewell, to labor strikes and President
John Kennedy’s assassination. Also on display will be a collection of Minneapolis StarTribune’s national award
winning photographs. . .+ Commemorative trees. SHS continues to sponsor the Commemorative Tree planting
program in Ramsey County, usually in city parks. Contact a SHS board member to learn more.

Historical Shore VIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society (SHS) for its members
and friends. SHS board members are Renee Christensen, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Jacci -
Krebsbach, Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You can contribute information by contacting editor Don Follg{\} 377z
Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email: DHFCVF29@aol.com. To join the society, contact Doris
Claeys, #100, 4035 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 55126




Art Larson Open House/Fire Department---Membership Meeting--- continued
in December, 1999. He would have been age 100 on Oct. 17.

“It's good we get another chance to visit a ‘historic’ site ofimportance to Shoreview,” says Jacci Krebsbach,
SHS president. “We appreciate the North Metro Resource Housing Center which occupies the old home now for

cooperating in this event.”

There was an Open House in the summer of 2002. Back in 1986, the Lake Johanna Fire Department used
the Art Larson barn as “practice burn”, virtually in the back yard of Station # 3.

Fire Department Grows to Serve a Wider Variety of Needs

The Lake Johanna Fire Department has about 65 firefighters and has evolved to become a more
professional staff of firefighters today, says Tim Boehlke, Lake Johanna Fire Department chief, and one of three
full time employees. “The requirements in training have greatly increased due to our added responsibilities. The
variety of calls over the last 20 years has greatly expanded.”

A 21- year department veteran, including the last three as chief, Boehlke says introduction of the many
hazardous materials, changes in vehicle designs ( needed in vehicle rescues), increasing utility followups (power
lines and natural gas leaks) have added to the firefighters’ increased need for information and knowledge.

The department services might range from everything from destroying a marijuana field to hunting down
natural gas leaks to crashes on the highways, not to mention the normal residential and commercial fires, totaling

some 600 calls last year.

Boehlke estimates the current value of
the department’s truck equipment at $3.8
million, the stations at $4 to 5 million and
training gear at another $1 million.

Former veteran volunteer firefighter
Jim Schmaedeke, now retired, remembers
the early days: "We didn’t have anything in
the early years,” he says.

Schmaedeke recalls that the early
volunteers had to raise their own operating
dollars, through fund raising campaigns.

Until the Mounds View Town Board
okayed $5,000 for the department in the
mid-1950s there had no governmental help.
The department is a private non-profit
organization.

Like others, his full time job was
compatible with being a volunteer. “| worked
nights with Northwestern Bell and was
available for day time calls,” he remembers.
He believes his volunteer service actually
helped him advance in the ranks at the phone
company where he became safety
supervisor.

Firefighter training has also been
enriched in the last decades, initially through
the state Fire Marshall's office when
volunteers took a one-week course at the
state fairgrounds, says Jim. Now, new
volunteers spend a year in training as
“rookies”. Volunteer firefighters have to be 18

or over. Most of the volunteers are local
residents, though they need not live in the

communities they serve.

The department’s Sta. # 1, New Brighton Road, Arden
Hills, went up in 1943, and in 1955 Sta. #2 on Hodgson Ave.
was built (and rebuilt in 1996); Sta.# 3 on Lexington Ave. came
in 1986; and $400,000 was spent for Sta. # 4 on Victoria St., in
1988, with the latter two both being remodeled this year.

Part of the SHS Oct. 17 program will be a short video,
recapping the department’s 60 years. “This is an opportunity
learn more about what the department encompasses and how
it works to provide protection in the widely spread area it
serves,” says Jacci.

Early Lake Johanna firefighters had to raise the money-and do
much of the labor, too, --- as shown above, to build fire stations.




Buchers Relive Past, Enjoy Present at ‘Slice’ Festivities

110 Family Members of early settler
Henry Bucher’s family gathered during the
Slice of Shoreview when the family was
The 3 recognized as the Heritage Family of the
Bucher Farm 4 Year by the SHS in the parade.

- Established 1885 S

“We had a great time,” says Betty
Hildestad, SHS member, and in the Bucher
family tree. “Unfortunately, we don’t see one
another, (in a big group) except for
occasions like funerals.

“At the Slice, for example, we had
some of the cousins involved with the
parade preparation and other activities,” she
said. The family used the north pavilion at
Island Lake park for the Saturday
gathering. It was probably the largest single

. s . get together of the Bucher extended family
Among Bucher vehicles in the Slice of Shoreview parade in July  ___pt it still didn’t include all of the relatives.

was this float carrying the replica of the old Bucher farm .

In a related item, punctuating the
occasion, the family moved to install a
gravestone in Rice Lake Cemetery for
Henry (1822-1993) and Anna Bucher (1830-
1907).

Prior to the parade, St. Paul Winter carnival
royalty King Boreas LXIX (left) bestowed
honors on the Buchers and here on family

member June Fischer.

Photos provided by the Bucher family

History Center Classes on Whose House?, Vital Records From the president —continued

The Minnesota History Center is again offering special classes on ~ memorabilia and they will be on
your research on your house or how to find information through Vital ~ display at the Reception for Art's
Records. Birthday at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 17.

“Whose House Was This?” is offered 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Oct 11, Maybe you too have been intrigued
and “Vital Records at The Library” at 10 to 11:30 a.m. Oct. 22. Both  about the Chaska brick house-— and
are at the History Center. Cost is $6 for members and $8 for non- ~ now you have the opportunity to visit.
members.  Find out how to use maps, city directories, manuscript Happy Birthday, Art !
collections, architectural periodicals and state archives to learn more -—--mm--- Jacci Krebsbach
about your house.




