Historical ShoreVIEWS

Shoreview’s 48th Year

From The President
Historical Contributions
Are Welcomed

hat do these things have
Win common: a school
blackboard, a cupola, a

primitive gas station, old
report cards and family
genealogies?

These are
some of the
items donated
to the Shore-
view Historical
Society over
the past
decade.

Currently they
are housed, along with many more
items, at the North Star Mini
storage. Until such time as the
SHS obtains a museum space,
they will continue to be catalogued
and stored. They will also be
available for viewing soon on the
new SHS web site.

Recently the SHS acquired
memorabilia from Snail Lake
school including a time capsule
scheduled to be opened in 2007. It
will be part of the August display at
the Community Center.

We are very appreciative of
such acquisitions; they represent
an important part of Shoreview's
past and are welcome additions. To
donate an item or to lend
something for an exhibit, contact a
SHS board member.

--— Jacci Krebsbach

‘preserving today’s history for tomorrow’

July 2005

SHS in Slice of Shoreview

SHS’s booth at this year's
Slice of Shoreview will include
times when area genealogist
Darlene Joyce will be on hand to
give tips on how families can
trace their ancestry.
www.findmyfamilyplease.com is
Darlene’s website.

As a recent and frequent
program leader for the SHS,
members know of hers skills in
maximizing efforts in searching
via internet and local sources
such as the Minnesota Geneal-
ogical Society, the Minnesota
History Center. Drop by and say
hello.

The SHS booth will also
feature photos and history of the
city’'s Bucher family, this year’s
SHS-designated Heritage Family
of the Year. The Bucher family
will also represent SHS in the
Slice parade.

SummerHouse Writes History

The Summerhouse of
Shoreview, a residence for seniors,
has compiled a history of its first
five years, including a fire which
delayed its initial construction.

The Presbyterian Homes
of Minnesota first announced it
would build the 72-unit structure in
1997. It marked its fifth year this
June. Residents operate under a
set of by-laws and work with a
resident council while creating
various activities and programs.

Resident Gordon Paulu
coordinated a committee to
compile the history, and providing
SHS with a copy. The 18-page
history notes the home's evolving
from its early plans to development
of a social schedule and other
activities shared by residents.
Paulu and his wife
Arylene who had spent winters in
Arizona, now make the home their
(continued on page two)

Snail Lake School’s Contributions
Are Part of Shoreview History

With an 118 year history, Shoreview's Snail Lake School closed
its doors for the final time last June, with the building’s use now shifting to

other educational programs.

The closing was marked by several events which received wide
newspaper coverage including the school’s Five Star Celebration on May
20 and later on May 31 at the formal close of the school.

The school's demise---along with Pike Lake elementary school in
New Brighton--- was another indicator of roller coaster turbulence in school
resource management and student population trends. Just three years
ago, a new office area and media center had been added. Mounds View
School Board voted last year to close the facilities when faced with a $3
million deficit. The school has been at its present site for 75 years.
(continued on page 3)




SHS News Notes

+ Know Your Fire Department History. The SHS October membership meeting will feature the history of
the local firefighters who will be the featured story tellers of the organization’s history in the Shoreview area,
and the site will be the remodeled station No. 3 at Lexington and County | on Oct. 17. More in the next newsletter.
Meanwhile, remodeling is also being done on station No. 4 at Island Lake Park and firefighters will mark an Open
House there at 5to 8 p.m. July 29 and 1 p.m. to July 30 during the Slice of Shoreview.

+ ‘Thank You’ from the Buchers. SHS honored the community's Bucher family (many families now) as its
Heritage Family of the Year in April. The Buchers had a good time at the membership meeting and sent a card
of thanks: “Thank you for choosing the Buchers as the Heritage Family for 2005. Your thoughtfulness and
dedication are greatly appreciated. We are enjoying the honor—from the Buchers.”

+ Community Center SHS Displays. Following the close of Snail Lake School, school officials forwarded to
SHS a collection of the school’s history told through the printed word and visuals. SHS will, in turn, display some
of those materials and others at its Community Center Display later this summer. Currently the Bucher Family
display featuring early photos are in the display through July.

+ In Memoriam.(ShoreViews notes those Shoreview seniors age 80 and over who have died since the last
newsletter) + Lorraine Berry, 88, died June 23. She is survived by her husband Leo; daughters Ann and son
Tom; and grandchildren. + Lorraine Grosshauser, 82, died Apr. 2. She is survived by sons Steven and Jeff,
grandchildren and one great grandson. + Doris Isaacson, 86, died May 10. She is survived by daughters Donna,
Diane, Sherri and Cheryl; grand children and great grandchildren. + Burdette Teig, 90, died May 11. He is survived
by his wife Bemadine; daughters Linda and Marsha; grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Leo Carl Sinna, Sr.,
86, died May 1. He is survived by his son Leo Carl, Jr. and grandsons. (See story on page 4.)

+ ‘Minnesota’s Greatest Generation’ Day is Aug. 14. Minnesota Historical Society will mark the 60"
anniversary of the end of WW Il. The event is the official kick off of the society’s Minnesota’s Greatest Generation
project. The goal of the project, says the society’s newsletter “History Matters”, is to create a dialogue, a state wide
discussion in public forums and around kitchen tables that will enhance perspectives, provide insight and help
individuals preserve their family histories and treasures. On Aug. 14 there will be an afternoon of events at the
history center from noon to 5 p.m. It will culminate in a major new exhibit in 2008. Gen.John Vessey, former
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is honorary chairman of the project.

+ Website Update. SHS says it expects to have its website operational this summer, and hopefully in time
for the Slice of Shoreview later this month. Among other features on the site is a complete cataloging of SHS
photos, artifacts and other resources for those interested in the historical Shoreview. Funding and operational
hurdles have been cleared to provide the website.

SummerHouse history ----continued

permanent residence after a long career in insurance and investments, Paulu retired some 20 years ago.
Summerhouse is at 4655 N. Victoria St. at Minnesota State Highway 96. SHS values those mini- histories of local
organizations as they help provide a more complete picture of life in Shoreview.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society (SHS) for its members
and friends. SHS board members are Renee Christensen, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Jacci
Krebsbach, Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You can contribute information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772
Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email: DHFCVF29@aol.com. To join the society, contact Doris
Claeys, #100, 4035 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 55126




Snail Lake School—continued

Countless numbers of
Shoreview citizens, including many
seniors still in the community spent
their young years at the school and
many attended the celebratory events
last month. With the closings, teachers
either were reassigned or retired. For
many Shoreview residents who
attended the school, it was the
teachers they most remembered. The
teachers, too have their memories.

Anita Rylander, now retired,
taught at Snail Lake School for 30
years, retiring in 1997, and even wrote
a 100 Year history of the school. In
writing the history, Rylander
interviewed a wide variety of persons
including many seniors like Carl
Holmberg, current SHS member, who
attended the school decades ago.

“| remember the Shoreview
mayor (Dick Wedell) came by and
brought along a buffalo skull to
dramatize the animals who once
roamed the area,” Rylander says. “Ruth
Larson, a 1905 grad of the school, had
retained her reports cards, a compo-
sition book and other materials. We
went to visit her and interview her. It
was a great experience for the kids.”

Rylander’s teaching tour included
working in the old structure, built in
1930. Seeing teaching as a goal, she
graduated from St. Paul Johnson high
school in the late 1940s, worked as a
secretary and returned to school at the
University of Minnesota to earmn an
education degree and then landed a
job at Snail Lake in the Mounds Views
School District.

Her days were busy. She taught
all subjects except for phy ed, science
and a few others. She worked at
providing variety in her teaching, and
as special activity, she especially
enjoyed creating a Shakesphere Club
for the fourth and fifth grade youngsters
where they were introduced to great
literature.

While Rylander says she recalls
education budget squeezes before,
but perhaps not as acute as the current
one which is affecting the state’s school
systems. She enjoyed the special
tributes to the school, and concedes

what she “misses most about (her) work and the school are the
kids” and watching them grow through their new experiences.

Another long-term teacher, Leslie Lundmark, whose first job
as an elementary ed teacher was at Snail Lake School some 36
years ago and it is where she remained until its closing. She will be
forever grateful for her experiences at Snail Lake.

She echoes Rylander’s praise of the local parents. “The
people in the community value education, the parents were very
involved. | don’t believe | had a parent ever miss a (parent-teacher)
conference, and they are a very important part of the education of
youngsters,” she said. “The facilities were wonderful as was the
recent renovation. We had the most beautiful library.

But you realize,” explains Lundmark, who is a long time
Shoreview resident, "it's also the people and the community are most
powerful parts in a successful school. | am looking forward to teaching
at Island Lake.” Several of her Snail Lake colleagues were also
assigned to Island Lake.

What became Snail Lake School started in 1886 when
business leader and railroad executive J. J. Hill opened the one-room
Hill Farm facility on his nearby property in North Oaks for some 15
students. In 1930 the school transferred to the site at Minnesota
Highway 96 and Hodgson Road, and took on the Snail Lake name.

Its two teaching rooms in the two story red brick building
were for 48 students in eight grades, notes the SHS history book,
Images of America Shoreview Minnesota. The teacher was paid just
$125. Closing Snail Lake brought the usual amount of heartache. An
area parents group opposed its closing, their quest was rejected by
the courts. -

Students are expected to continue their education at Turtie
Lake or other district schools. Snail Lake had 500 students at the time
of its closure, down from its peak years of 700 some 10 years ago, and
its lowest in 30 years, it was reported.---and that meant the inevitable
change. “Goodbye, Snail Lake”, said the Shoreview Press’ June 7 front
page headline.
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Snail Lake School in 1930.




Enjoying the Bucher Story

A Community Center room
full of Shoreview residents
and descendants of the Henry
Bucher family had a good
time celebrating the Buchers
contributions to the city’s
early days. L-R above, Peg
Wedell, SHS, moderated a
panel which was comprised
of Marilyn Silver, Betty
Hildestad and Dode Jandric
all part of the Bucher Heritage
family saluted by the SHS in
April. Areception, including a
special cake (left) honored
the Buchers. The family’s his-
tory is also featured in a Com-
munity Center exhibit in July.

in Memoriam

Leo Carl Sinna,Sr., Longtime
Shoreview Businessman

Much of the information
below appeared in an obituary
notice on Leo Carl Sinna, Sr., 86,
Tucson, AZ.,who died in May, and
was a descendent of an early
Shoreview family:

Leo Sinna’s grandfather,
Andrew Sajna, immigrated with his
wife and infant son from the
German-Polish border, farming
what is now Shoreview City Hall,
Shoreview Commons, and the
north shore of Snail Lake.

Leo’s father, Frank Sinna
(Sajna) married Anne Grudnowske,
settling on a 40-acre farm adjoining
his father's farm---now the site of
the Shoreview Mall---and raising
seven children.

As young dairy farmers,
Leo and his brothers frequented
the Snail Lake Club, often on
horseback. Leo served in the U.S.
Army Air Force during WW |1

He married Mary Elizabeth
Mathe in 1945 and started his own
masonry construction business—
Leo Sinna Concrete and Masonry
Contractor, pouring basements and
laying foundations for many Shore-
view homes over the next 30 years.

In 1958, he purchased 80
acres from his parents, remodel-
ing the barn to house the first
Shoreview Municipal offices and
building the first family home, The
Terrainian.

In 1962 he began develop-
ment on that site of the Shoreview
Industrial Park, completing it in
1976. He built on a home on Turtle
Lake where he lived until 1998.

He is survived by his son
Leo Carl Sinna, Jr. and his wife
Beatrice and grandsons.




