From The President
Making Marks on
Our Community

any of us are into
M genealogy— tracking

names and dates of
ancestors. However, when we
discuss our
heritage, we
see a larger
picture. There

1 is an implica-

tion that we

have received
alegacy to
carry on and make our own
marks on a community or
family.

Our 2005 Heritage
Family---the Buchers---have
been residents of this area for
six generations. Family mem-
bers have been farmers,
educators, business people
and many were active in local
government. Bucher Park and
the Western Pines develop-
ment were both part of the
Bucher farmstead.

As we consider future
Heritage honorees, we
encourage nominations and
suggestions. Please join us
Apr.18 at the Community
Center to honor the Bucher
family.-—-——-—---Jacci Krebsbach

Henry Bucher Family/Descendants to be
Honored; SHS Spotlight on Family, Farm

What: SHS Membership Meeting Honoring Bucher Family
When: 6:30 p.m. Apr. 18
Where: Shoreview Community Center

Bucher Park in north Shoreview, named for pioneer farmer Henry
Bucher, is on land once farmed by the park’s namesake, dating back
about 140 years. ,

Long before there was a Shoreview, Bucher with his children,
including Henry, Jr., were on the 250 acre homestead on both sides of
Hodgson Road between county roads | and J. It's the Bucher family and
its many descendants that the Shoreview Historical Society will honor at
a special membership meeting on Apr. 18.

At the meeting, several Bucher family members and relatives will
be on hand to talk about their great grandparents and relate stories
handed down through the ages in their family. There will be an
accompanying photo dispiay.

Henry Jr. remained on his father’s land, married Henrietta Rapp in
(continued on page 3)
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Tl;is photo taken in 1906 depicts the Bucher family. Front row, I-r, Carl,
Henrietta, Irvine, Ferdinand, and Henry; back row, Herman, Henry, Anna,
Robert, William and Henrietta.




SHS News Notes

+ Celebration of Fire Department. SHS will celebrate the long service of local community fire department
support with an upcoming program in October. Local fire support recently marked its 60" year of service and
is also remodeling its stations. SHS planners said the fire support sometimes goes unnoticed,; it is interesting
to see how the professionalism of the force and improved fire safety practices have become a part of the
community.

+ Slice of Shoreview. SHS will again sponsor a booth at the Slice of Shoreview set for July at Island Lake
Park. The society booth will feature its programs while providing a chance for community citizens to check in and
share a part with the SHS in the city’s history. A photo lineage of the Henry Bucher family (see page one) will be
on display, and a genealogy exhibit with handouts is being planned.

+ Snail Lake School. To mark the history of Snail Lake School which traces its lineage to 1897 and the Hill
Farm School, a celebration is set for 6:30 p.m. May 20 at Snail Lake Elementary. Current students, staff, alumns
are invited and a historical exhibit will be on display.

+ ‘Minnesota’s Greatest Generation’ Project. The Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) is launching a four-
year project aimed at preserving the history of the important years during World War Il. The MHS will work with
families to encourage their own collections. With their help, the MHS says, the society’s own collections will be
enhanced through the acquisition of oral histories, archival materials and objects which will be presented in future
displays and exhibits. The MHS recognizes that with each passing day the legacy of those years become in
danger as those who both served in the conflict as well as families back home are passing on. The era dubbed
the Greatest Generation by former newsman Tom Brokaw has been the focus of many books and film portrayals.

+ MHS Online Photo Services. More than three million people have benefitted from the Minnesota Historical
Society’s web site services, says the society. The MHS newsletter says a new service is an expanding collection
of Minnesota birth certificates. The existing death certificate index also helps researchers. The society’s vast
collection of photos, posters, and artwork can be found at mnhs.org/collections.

+ In Memoriam (ShoreViews notes those Shoreview seniors age 80 and over who have died since the last newsletter.)

+ Leonard Beckstrom , 83, died Feb. 27. He is survived by his daughter Cherry, son Garry; brothers Richard and
Gene; and grandchildren. + Naida Hardy, 97, died Feb. 21. She is survived by daughter Mary and grandchildren.
+ George Johnson, 86, died Mar. 7. He is survived by his wife Jean; sons Mark and Paul; and grandchildren.
+ Leslie Judkins, 90, died Feb. 28. He is survived by wife Syvilla, daughter Joan, and son Jim; step daughters
Judy and Karen; sister Orpha; brothers Roy and Joe; grandchildren and great-grandchildren. + Mary Kelsey, 88,
died Jan 30. Sheis survived by her husband Clive, daughter Linda, and sons Donald and Thomas; grandchildren
and great-grandchildren + Herbert Lagermeier, 91, died Mar. 9. He is survived by daughter Carol Mary and son
Michael; grandchildren and great-grandchildren.+ Arthur Lewis, 81, died Mar. 8. He is survived by wife Helen;
children, Ted, Joia and Jon; brothef Wesley and grandchildren. + Fern Peterson, 91, died on Jan. 10. She is
survived by a son Ron and daughter Janis; grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Chester Thompson, 80, died
Jan. 10. He is survived by his wife Jessie; daughters Carole, Jane, and LeeAnn, and son Richard; and
grandchildren. + William Toenjes, 91, died Jan. 10. He is survived by sisters in-law and a brother in-law. + Nicholas
Walirich, 91, died Feb. 11. He is survived by daughters Lois, Linsley, Barbara, Deborah, and sons Jack and
Richard; and grandchildren.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society (SHS) for its members
and friends. SHS board members are Renee Christensen, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Jacci
Krebsbach, Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You can contribute information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772
Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126 Tel: 651-490-7510; email: DHFCVF29@aol.com. To join the society, contact Doris
Claeys, #100, 4035 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 55126 : : SEa : :




Bucher Family — continued

1886, and raised nine children. The homestead act of
1862 allowed him to homestead the land near the
Anoka and Ramsey county lines near Highway 49. Part
of the land is now the site of the city’s neighborhood
Bucher Park on Mackubin Ave. The old farm home
(photo page 3) was a simple one: a white farmhouse
with a large barmn and two corn silos.

Irvine Bucher, the youngest of Henry Jr.s
children, has been a contributor to SHS oral history
collection and 10 years ago SHS recorded his
memories and recollections of his family and their early
days on the farm.

The 250-acre farm had dairying and its early
crops included strawberries, apples and potatoes. The
men needed several hours to journey via horse and
buggy to the downtown St. Paul market.

On the Hodgson Road location at County Road
| was the one-room Turtle Lake School, also well
document
the 1-8 grade school would board and room at the
Bucher farm.

This is the second year that SHS has honored
a Heritage Family in Shoreview based upon earlier
criteria established by the SHS board of directors. The
Howard and Virginia Lundgren (and Karth) families
were honored a year ago.

=

Bucher Park, located on Mackubin Ave. In northeast
Shoreview, once on farm land owned by the Buchers, is
an expansive neighborhood park dedicated in 1963 and
used for outdoor sports and playground activities.

This photo provided by the Bucher family, shows the family’s first farm in what is now Shoreview. The farm is also
among early farms portrayed in the book Images of America, Shoreview-- Minnesota . Henry Bucher claimed the
farm in 1858, the year Minnesota became a state. In addition to dairy cows, Bucher raised strawberries and potatoes.
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Some Surprises,Some Ho-hum, but Always a Good Time

area antique lovers it was a fun

afternoon—learning whether their
closeted-away porcelain dish or great-
grandmother’s old golden ring was
worth a near fortune or just sentimental
value.

The Antiques Appraisal Show
sponsored by the SHS and New
Brighton Historical Society brought
many positive comments from
attendees who brought their wares for
appraisal and helped contribute funds
to the two organizations.

From hurricane lamps to
Swedish cut class dishes, it was treat
for all to see the many varieties of
pieces. Appraisers Jim Marriman and
Kamy Ide were impressed by the items
brought by SHS and NBHS members

For the turnout of more than 65

and others. Antique appraiser Jim Marriman provided comment, history, and
People brought their antiques estimated the values on a variety of antique pieces from porcelain to

(mostly antiques, that is) to learn of hurricane lamps at the societies’ fund raiser. Karmy Ide, left, below,

their value— and told stories of the provided expertise for jewelry pieces. Most attendees told a brief

story to go with their special antique piece. CTV videoed much of the

family hand-me-downs and auction or event for a future showing.

garage sale treasures. There were
numerous vases, glass figurines, and
specially-cut glass ware. For jewelry,
there were many bracelets, rings,
silver pieces, plus some diamonds and
other gems.

Perhaps the most expensive
discovery was a set of sapphire ear
rings and necklace that had a value of
more than $3,000---a pleasant surprise
for the owner.

Meanwhile, some items were
cited as one-of-type with just family
keepsake value, and maybe not too
much monetary value; but you could
see that was still okay with the owners
to find out.

The event was videoed by CTV
and is currently being shown; please
check local listings.




