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Book Review

Mill City Publisher Had

Turtle Lake Property
By Doris Claeys
.V. Jones (Herschel
H Vespasian Jones), a New
York native who became a
national figure, was one of the
first “developers” of the land
around Turtle Lake in 1919. How
did that happen?

His adventures in the
publishing business are recounted
in a recent book “H. V. Jones: A
Newspaper's man Imprint on
Minneapolis History”, by John
Koblas that touches on Jones’
Shoreview connection.

Born in New York in 1861,
Jones was named after Herschel
Vespasian Johnson, a pro-Union
sympathizer and candidate for the
U.S. vice presidency in 1860.

As a youngster, Jones was
interested in newspapers, reading
practically every word of a New
York newspaper his grandfather
subscribed to; he began to publish
his own newspaper at age 10, and
at 18 bought a local newspaper,
The Jeffersonian.

He was hired as a reporter
for the Minneapolis Journal in the
1880s and soon became one of
the best known editors in the
Midwest. Jones was invited to buy
the Journal when one of the
owners, E.B. Haskell, died. Not
having much money, Jones asked
a friend, James J. Hill, to lend him
the money—$1.25 million.

In 1919, Jones and his
wife purchased a lot on the north
shore of Turtle Lake in what is
now Shoreview. He also owned
much more land on the lakeshore
in the name of the Journal.

The Journal used the land

(continued on page 4)

Seniors Day Apr. 18
Special Program at the Community Center

Will Honor Our Shoreview Seniors

Shoreview Historical Society (SHS) again salutes the senior
citizens of the community with a special Sunday afternoon program
commencing at 1:30 p.m. Apr. 18 at the Community Center.

All seniors-- age 80 and over-- who either have grown up in the
area, or have resided in Shoreview in recent years, will be honored. It's
the second such event, arranged by the SHS, the first one being in 1999.
April 18 will be officially declared “Seniors Day” in Shoreview by action of
the Shoreview City Council.

| - Two Part Fun Program -—

Shoreview Salutes its Seniors with

| Music by the ‘Banjo Bandits’ ; A Pie Social

Peg Wedell, SHS chair for the event, said the committee has
promoted the event with area churches and organizations.

“As always, we want to honor those citizens who have had
Shoreview as a part of their lives,” says Peg. “We hope to honor as many
as possible. This is a good opportunity for all of us in the community, not
just the SHS, to show our appreciation for those who have had a role in
building our community.”

As before, the SHS is interested in special stories that the seniors
can relate to others, either through informal sessions on that Sunday or
in written form to the SHS.

SHS continues to build upon its oral interview files, especially useful
for those persons who have spent a large part of their lives residing in
Shoreview.

“If you attended the special Seniors Day in 1999, you are still
welcome to attend this one as well,” says Peg.

To provide both the reception, and to keep costs down, special
refreshments feature a Pie Social. Peg asks those planning to attend to
let her know at 651-484-6234. While some invitations have gone out, if you
are aware of seniors age 80 or over, let Peg know.

Following the social period, there will also be a 2:30 p.m. special
musical program —featuring the “Banjo Bandits,” an area favorite musical
group.

There will be no charge for honored guests, with a $5 charge for all
others. Peg said a brief program, will include short comments by some of
the special guests, including former Mayor Bill Farrell and current Mayor
Sandy Martin.

If you have special historical photos, or stories about your early
days in Shoreview to share, please bring them along for posting and
sharing.




ShoreViews Notes

+SHS to Honor Lundgren Family at ‘Slice of Shoreview.’ In a new feature at this summer’s Siice of
Shoreview, SHS will highlight a long-time family in the area. SHS is compiling information on the Howard
Lundgren family, whose parents were farmers in the area decades ago. The family will be part of the Slice
parade, the SHS exhibit at Island Lake Park, and its story will be in the Community Center's SHS display booth.
‘Slice’ is July 23-25 this year at Island Lake Park.

+ In Memoriam. Historical ShoreViews notes those persons, age 80 and over, who have died since the last
newsletter. + Reynold Bellandi, 93, died Jan. 29. He is survived by his wife, Angeline; son Jim; grandchildren and
great grandchildren. +Florine Chenoweth, 95, died Feb. 8. She is survived by sons William and Thomas; and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and brother Cewin. + Jean Cunningham, 68. She is survived by husband
Patrick; daughters Diane, Mary Jo and Teresa; sons Tim and Pat; grandchildren; sister Marge; and brother Tom.
+ Rose Egersdorf, 82, died Jan. 18. She is survived by husband William; daughter Sally; brother Tony; sisters
Marie and Fran;and grandchildren and a great grandson. + Raymond Gruetzman, 80, died on Jan. 23. He is
survived by wife Mildred; sons Paul, James, and Steven; daughters Jeanne, Mary and Kathleen; grandchildren;
and great grandchildren. + Ruth Henriksen, 87, died Jan. 27. She is survived by husband Ejvind; son Carl; sister
Majorie; and grandchildren.+ Clement Johnson, 87, died Jan. 28. He is survived by his wife Ellen; five children
Karen, Kathy, Bruce, Brad, and Brian; brother Floyd; sisters LaVerne,Marilyn, Irene and Dorothy; grandchildren
and great grandchildren. + Margaret Kuenzli, 85, died Feb. 2. She is survived by daughter Kathleen; sons Chuck
and Larry; grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Glen Maas, 82, died Feb. 19. He is survived by daughters Julie
and Susan; son Gary; and grandchildren. + Dorothy Olson, 80, died Feb. 25. She is survived by her husband
Russell; daughters Barbara and Gayle; grandchildren and great grand children. + Clifford Svidal, 87, died on Mar.
11. He is survived by daughters Susan and Kristi; sons Kurt and Tom; and grandchildren and great grandchildren.
+ Margaret Uhler, 84, died Jan. 6. She is survived by husband Albert; daughter Barbara; grandchildren; and great-
grandchildren. +Bernard Geisbauer, 86, died Mar. 25. He is survived by sisters Anna and Dorothy; brothers Otto
Richard, and Robert. + Flora Bucher, 93, died Mar. 25.

+ Spring Tea Benefit. The Maplewood Historical Society is hoiding a Spring Tea Benefit for the Bruentrup
Farm on May 15, with 11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. seatings. It will be held at the farm on 2170 E. County Road D.
Tickets are $25 and $15. -

+ PBS’ ‘Antiques Roadshow’
Coming to St. Paul June 26
“Roadshow Antiques”, the rising
popular television show on PBS-TV, is set
for St. Paul’'s RiverCentre June 26.
Admission is free, but tickets are
required and are made available in a
random drawing. Those receiving tickets
may bring two items for a free verbal
evaluation. Contact 1-888-762-3749.
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+ ‘Hiding in the Open’ a story of the
Holocaust, written by local resident
Sabina Zimering, is at the Great Amer-
ican History Theater until Apr. 25. The

story, adapted into a play , recounts how - - : 3 s
Zimering and her sister survived the Native American Art . Antique experts Catherine Vesley (center)

: : and Tom Goff (right) assessed numerous art pieces brought by

Ezf&?:: tTE\Z ?—ise::? |gs afta gs()e E01a 32°S"f attendees to last quarter’s Shoreview Historical Society membership

St Paul ; : : meeting, held in the New Brighton Community Center and in
s conjunction with the New Brighton Area Historical Society.

2




Straube is a “suburban guy”

enjoying his three decades in
Shoreview, where the city’s many
park and pastoral landscapes
await his talents as a watercolor
and oil painter.

His studio can be a mobile
one, he points out, because he is
likely “to drive-up to a place, get
out of the car, set-up and paint the
scene.”

Now retired, artist Straube
continues happily doing full time
what he did as an avocation when
he first worked with Shoreview's
DelLuxe Corporation.

ln his words, prolific artist Bob

He sees Shoreview's
splendor as others do, and his
paint brush skills have captured
forever the area’s seasonal colors.
The walls on the Straube’s home
are lined with oil and watercolors of
outdoor scenes from across the
country—as well as nearby North
Oaks, Stillwater, plus Wisconsin
and Minnesota--- and Shoreview.

The paintings depict equally
both the area’s beauty and
tranquility. “They are very
Minnesotan,” says Bob, a quiet
and understated guy.

‘I do what they call
‘representational art’,” says Bob,
who was at DelLuxe from the early
1970s, (where he began at the
company's Chicago office) staying
until 1992 before he retired from
the Shoreview headquarters, part-
ially for health reasons.

As a heart transplant
patient of a decade ago, Bob is in
close touch with doctors and
maintains a disciplined life style to
accommodate his condition.

However, cutting back on
painting does not appear in his
future: “I hope be more prolific,” he
smiles. His 1,500 foot square foot
lower level studio is full of
paintings, framed and unframed,
ready to join others that were sold.

Bob recalls when he first
moved to his Shoreview home

Bob Straube

Shoreview Artist Captures
Landscape Splendors

Bob paints on large and small
canvasses in his workshop at home.
—hurriedly designed by him on a
restaurant napkin given to a builder.
It was the only one in the area, and
was built with no dining room- but
with plenty of room for the
paintings.

“I knew | would like it here
as it was a wooded area with birds
and even deer,” Bob recalls, noting
that many families have since
moved into the Tanglewood Ave.
neighborhood. Deer still occas-
ionally pass through the yards.

He and his wife Betty have
three daughters-- Mary Jo, Nancy,
and Debbie, all born in Chicago.
They came tc Shoreview from
Chicago, via a stop in St. Anthony
in northeast Minneapolis. “It was
good to have city parks nearby for
our daughters to play in when they
grew up,” says Bob. “Today they
consider themselves ‘Minnesota
Citizens.””

Early on, Bob served on
Shoreview's Park and Recreation
Commission that directed
recreational land planning between
1977-80. That effort, while enjoy-
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able, he said, became more
strenuous and time consuming.

During his time at DeLuxe,
Bob's responsibilities ranged from
advertising art work to contracting
with area artists to check
backgrounds.

He has been active in
several of Minnesota’'s many artist
organizations, and is one of the
state’s senior artists. He has also
done pottery work as well as
stained glass, but that became too
boring, he says.

in the future, he wants to
become more prolific, he says,
maintain his production and market
his works.

His transition from a
corporate setting was welcome.
He prefers to have more autonomy
with his work. Artists in a corporate
setting normally have little power
and their artistic expressions can
sometimes be shunted aside,
unappreciated.

The many artistic works
throughout his home attest to
Bob's abilities to interpret nature’s
scenes in simplistic, yet majestic
ways. (continued on page 4)




From The President
Honoring Seniors,
Untapped Resources

recent article in the St. Paul
A Pioneer Press told of
today’'s 30 year-olds having
elaborate ° birthday parties and
celebrations. It said that today 30
BAE is the new 21,and

8= that adulthood is

now beginning
~ 39 later. Try telling
W, that to the guests
¢ we will honor at
our Over 80 re-
ception Apr. 18.
For this generation, adulthood
came early. Many completed their
formal education after eighth grade
and then life’s tutorial took over.
Others went on the high school
and beyond, but still were impacted
by the world and social influences.

Born before the 1929 stock
market crash and great depres-
sion, they practiced recycling
before it was trendy. They saw the
effects of influenza, polio, smallpox,
and tuberculosis first hand. The
Industrial Revolution impacted them
where they lived and worked. As
horizons broadened they took
trains and explored the country by
automobile. Communications went
from handwritten letters and party
phone lines to cell phones, inter-
net, pagers and telemarketer!

They moved to the suburbs
and raised families, changed school
systems and shopping patterns.
Main street and curb side shopping
was replaced by strip centers and
elaborate shopping malls.

But the legacy of this
generation is that they lived and
they remembered. They have
photos and memorabilia and family
stories and traditions. It is up the to
the rest of us to listen to them and
to truly care about their pasts. Do
yourself a favor, take time to ask
them a question and then listen to

Bob Straube--- continued

His paintings are varied.
Bob still wonders whether his
attention to watercolor and oils
work, detracted from his chances
to perfect other opportunities as
well.

Bob’s works are still shown
in different locations, including the
artists’ colony in Door County, WI.
Many Shoreview residents have
seen his paintings, including the
brilliant fall landscape hanging
prominently in City Hall.

“I don't do shows,” says
Bob, but he is likely to appear at a
special event like Shoreview's
new picnic Pavilion dedication last
fall, pull up a chair and paint the
scene.

He continues to respond to
regular clients such as Courage
Center, which requested a
rendering on the formidable St.
Paul Ice Palace a few months ago.

Bob’s paintings span more
than a half century and have been
recognized in many sectors,
including the U.S. Air Force Art
program. His works are in the
Pentagon and the Smithsonian,
both in Washington, D.C.

Re-Seeing the 1960s: lllusions
and Allusions—Special Lecture

A special lecture in a series
focusing on issues of race and
nation by Norm Rosenberg,
Macalester College, who spec-
alizes in U.S. legal and cultural
history, will be at 7 p.m. Apr.20 at
the Minnesota History Center.

the answer. You will both benefit.
On a personal note, | wish
a 2004 80" birthday greeting to
Doris Claeys, the Shoreview
Historical Society treasurer. A
charter member of our organi-
zation, Doris keeps us all fiscally
responsible. For Doris, 80 is the
new 70! —--- Jacci Krebsbach

H.V. Jones--- continued

for some promotions such as — if
you bought a five-year subscription
to the Journal for $5 a year, $2
would be applied to vyour
subscription and $3 toward property
on the lake; you could pay the
balance at your leisure.

One reason Jones may have
bought the property was that his
friend Hill spent time at his North
Oaks country estate that bordered
the eastern shore of Turtle Lake.

Jones was one of the elite
chosen to accompany then New
York Governor Theodore Roosevelt
in 1900 on the latter's six-week
speaking tour of “his west,” taking
notes of the agricul- tural and
industrial conditions. The book
details their friendship and letters.
Roosevelt often consulted Jones for
advice.

In his carefully researched
volume, Koblas quotes others in the
Shoreview area who told their
stories to him about residents who
had lived there, homes and cot-
tags, local ghosts and gangsters in
nearby locations.

This book records popular
plays and operas of the day, and
the historical and everyday events
that reflect an era of great change --
especially the growth of the
newspaper industry and the nation
tion, WW |, and a general over-
view of life.

H. V. Jones: A Newspaperman’s
imprint on Minneapolis History
$19.95/ 388 pgs.
North Star Press, St. Cloud, Inc.

Koblas spoke to SHS mem-
bers in 1999 on his work on the
Jones’ book. (See ShoreViews,
Oct. 1999.) He has written many
books on Minnesota historical
events and its people. Doris Claeys
is a SHS board member and a
resident of Shoreview since 1969.)




