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At Members Meetin
Burial Records

Reveal New Info

About Ancestors

There’s a lot to learn about
your family ancestors by just
through reading their burial and
related records, says Darlene
Joyce, local genealogist who
spoke at the Shoreview Historical
Society meeting last quarter.

There is usually a distinct
paper trail left when someone dies,
whatever the year the death
occurred.

Joyce broke down in detail
the various records a researcher
into a family death uses to
establish ancestry trails.

Joyce made it clear you
won't find these burial records in
one place—or you may never find
them—but when you do, they are
most helpful. As a board member
of the Minnesota Cemetery
Project, Joyce encourages
researchers to visit their families’
burial plots. “A ctemetery Vvisit
allows us to identify neighboring
graves, to learn about children who
died young and young men who
died during wars,” she said in her
handout sheets. "We sometimes
can discover maiden names,
military service or the name and
death date of an earlier spouse.”

Joyce’s comments elicited
many questions from the audience,
and many who told their own
experiences in their family history
search. Her appearance, a rare
repeat speaker, has prompted the
SHS to invite her back for an
appearance thisfall.

She asked the audience
members what topics they would

(continued on page 3)

Native American Artis Topic for Feb. 1 Membership
Meeting in Co-op with New Brighton Historical Society

Native American artifacts and antiques will be the topic for the first
membership meeting of the year to be held in conjunction with New
Brighton Historical Society, 2 p.m. Feb. 1 at the New Brighton Community
Center.

Catherine Vesley, Columbia Heights, is a former college

2. teacher and expert in Native American jewelry, with

a speciality in Southwest Native American works.

She has an extensive collection reflecting unique

styles and the rich imagery of those cultures, she
says

~As part of the meeting, attendees are encouraged

to brmg examples of Native American art pfeces for

A graduate of the Unnversuty of Minnesota, Vesley
has training in history, anthropology, geology/gem-
Catherine Vesley ology and studio arts.

Vesley is also a painter and has exhibited locally and nationally
in more than 60 shows. After she retired from teaching, Vesley
concentrated on setting up a restoration studio and has worked
extensively with auction houses, antique dealers and collectors.

Tom Goff, former college professor, and current antique collector,
will also share the program and his expertise is more with Native American
artifacts, including copper items and assorted trade artifacts that were
(continued on page 3)

Historical Society Planning to Honor Seniors

SHS is planning another special event to honor Shoreview
Seniors, those 80 years of age and over. The Apr. 18 afternoon
festivities will also include a regular SHS speaker program.

The afternoon get-together will be at 2-4 p.m. at the Shoreview
Community Center. A regular SHS program —celebrates the unique and
historical wear of home and business aprons---will be included. Xelma
Pitzl, a museum curator, will present the special program.

All persons over age 80 who have lived much of their lives in
Shoreview will be recognized. Peg Wedell, SHS board member, is
heading up the event’s planning committee, including invitations. Let her
know of any Shoreview area seniors who should be invited. More than 170
persons attended the 1999 luncheon, including 100 guests.

“Our seniors are most important to our community, have helped
shape our neighborhoods, and we are proud of their contributions,” says
SHS President Jacci Krebsbach. “It’s a privilege to honor these citizens.”

“Our 1ast seniors’ event was a wonderful opportunity for many to
tell of their early days in Shoreview, and we are hopeful this one witl be
the same,” said Peg. Please call Peg at 651- 484-6234




ShoreViews Notes

+ In Memoriam. (ShoreViews takes note of those Shoreview seniors, age 80 and over, who have died
since the last issue.) + Jeanne Blumberg, 80, died Oct. 23. She is survived by her husband Henry; son Stephan;
daughter Marian; and grandchildren. + Erma Breitbarth, 82, (wife of Shoreview’s first village clerk) died on Dec.
4. She is survived by her husband Reuel, son Lynn; daughters Roxanne, Braa, Laura and Lorraine; sisters; and
grandchildren. + Frances Marie Derdoski , a SHS member, 90, died Nov.16. She is survived by her daughter Jeri;
sister Lucille: and grandchildren.+ Ruth Lloyd, 80, died Nov. 13. She is survived by husband Gordon; daughter

Terry; son Brian; and grandchildren and great grandchildren.

+ SHS Produces New Brochure. Shoreview Historical Society has produced a new color brochure
to explain its objectives and projects. It will be distributed during public exhibits like Slice of Shoreview and other

information opportunities.

+It’s a Blue Cheese World. St. Paul was called “the Blue Cheese Capital of the World” during WW
Il as a result of its storage area in the sandstone caves on the West Side of St. Paul from 1933 to the 1950s. The
cheese was a form of Roquefort cheese, later named “Minnesota Blue”. Read more about the cheese and the
University of Minnesota’s use of St. Paul's sandstone caves in the current issue of Ramsey County History.

Norwegians Immigrate to State
In the state’s early settlement
days, there were more Norwegian
Americans residing in Hennepin
County than in Ramsey. But St.
Paul was the earliest settlement of
Norwegian immigrants.
Norwegians were charter members
of Scandinavian Methodist and
Lutheran congregations in the
1850s that predate any similar
churches in Minneapolis. From
1900 onward, Ramsey County had
the third largest urban Norwegian
community in the nation.

Historians say first clusters
of immigrants were on St. Paul’s
East Side, Lake Phalen, Midway
and later to Roseville.

In the 1890s and early
1900s, most immigrants came to
the cities not the rural sectors of
the state, and Minneapolis started
its gain as the leadership as a

center point for Norwegians.
From Norwegians in Minnesota, 2002

Native American Art—continued
prevalent with European settlers.
His interest also includes those
tribal items which were unearthed
centuries later.

Vesley says there has
been a reawakening in interest of
Southwest Native American art,
including wearing of the culture’s
_jewelry, collecting of ceramics and
rugs.

“Fashion cycles tend to
be 30 years in length, and use of
some of the popular Native
American jewelry of the 1960's and
’70s is returning,” she explains.
The jewelry’s distinctives of silver
and turquoise give it widespread
popularity. Other countries also
produce turquoise for wide use in
today’ market, Vesley adds.
Southwest style jewelry has been
a unique production of American
Indians ever since silver smithing
was introduced to the Navajo
Indians in the 1850s.

When the tribes obtained more
tools around the turn of the
century, their skills and products
became more elaborate. The first
pottery, rugs and other art works
marking the culture date back
several centuries. Vesley hopes
many in attendance bring various
items to share and discuss with the
audience.

MHS Exhibit Opening: ‘Going
Places:The Mystique of Mobility’
A new exhibit at the
Minnesota History Center will trace
how the American passion for
mobility has shaped Minnesota.
Special activities and short pro-
grams will be featured at the
opening 1 to 4 p.m. Jan. 17, 2004.
The exhibit celebrates the
advances in transportation and to
reflect on consequences of
societal and personal choices.

Historical ShoreViews is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and friends.
SHS board members are Renee Christensen, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Jacci Krebsbach,
Peg Wedell and Ken Wingard. You can contribute information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place,

Shoreview, MN 55126/ Tel: 651-490-7510. Email: DHFCVF29@aol.com. To join the society, contact Doris Claeys, #110

4035 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN, 55126

2




From the President
Looking Back,
Looking Alread

henever | start a new
year, | purchas€ new
folders, storage boxes,

photo boxes and new pens—and
resolve to make it my “most
‘ organized” year
yet. My folders
" are color coded:
8§ Green forThe
. Chickadee,Blue
for the Histori-
cal Society, and
Red forthe SI-
Slice of Shore-
"view. Everything
else goes into Yellow folders—the
miscellaneous file, the biggest of
all !

| got an early start this year
because | vowed to sort through
old photos and return some of
them to the people in the pictures
After two days, | had photos in

seven photo boxes and hadn't yet
touched the pictures | inherited
frommy parents, grandparents and
in-laws.

‘ | have started notebooks on
each family member and | hope
some of the information imparted
by genealogist Darlene Joyce at a
SHS membership meeting will
influence my organizational skills.
She stresses the importance to
keep items together: birth, death,
and baptismal certificates; and
marriage licenses and military
discharge papers.

The Shoreview Historical
Society has also started organizing
its year and we hope that the
programs we have booked will be
informative and entertaining. Our
February joint meeting with the
New Brighton Area Historical
Society joins elements of our
recent Trash or Treasures and an
educational presentation, like the
program on clothing brought to us

Darlene Joyce (center) was surrounded by members after the fall SHS

meeting; they were anxious to learn more about tracking family history.

Darlene Joyce--- continued

like to hear about in a future appearance. The heaviest response was on
using the Internet in searching for ancestors’ information. Let the SHS if
you have some favorite subjects you want covered.

Joyce is a professional genealogist residing in Shoreview and s
reached through her website www.findmyfamilyplease.com

by Nancy Cyr last year. Catherine
Vesley and Tom Goff were two of
our busiest experts at past Trash
and Treasure programs. They will
combine knowledge and expertise
while discussing Native American
art and artifacts. Guests are en-
couraged to bring their own Native
American items to the program.

April Meeting

Xelma Pitzl, our April
speaker, comes highly recom-
mended by Clare Erickson, of Antis
Clare’s Doll House. Xelma will
discuss the history and heritage of
the apron. I'm told that this is a fun
presentation and Xelma says that
“‘men will enjoy it as much as
women”.
Slice of Shoreview

July 23-25 are this year's
Slice of Shoreview dates. A theme
has not been chosen for the SHS
exhibit as yet; contact a SHS board
member if you have ideas.

Darlene Joyce Returns

Normally, SHS doesn’t
arrange for repeat programs or
speakers, seeking to bring you a
wide spectrum of topics. Joyce has
spoken the last two years at SHS,
and attendee feedback tells us
again we need to bring Darlene
back.

She will select topics most
requested by you for her visit next
October. If any Shoreview Histori-
ICA Society members have
completed a genealogy of a
Shoreview family, we would love to
have a copy for our archives.

2004 SHS Wish List

+ A new board member

+ A Shoreview Historical Society

Website

+ Cataloging Help

+ A traveling historical exhibit for
school and other special usage

---Jacci Krebsbach




Virginia Reynolds
Enjoys Long
Tenure in
Shoreview

In the *evenings, Virginia

Reynolds looks to the west from

her condominium balcony and
sees a beautiful sunset---and a
Shoreview landscape she’s been a
part of for a half century.

She has spent 50 of her
80 years in the city, the last three
in Summer Place, the new senior
housing complex on Victoria St.

When she and her husband
Jim first moved to Shoreview in
1954, things were a bit more rustic,
she recalls. “| still remember the
dirt roads, the field gophers and a
much smaller community,” she
says about her family’'s move to
Mercury Drive, just a few blocks
from Turtle Lake. There were hot
summers without air conditioning
and not many trees either, some
early photos show.

While there were other
nearby homes, many were just in
use during warm weather, part of
the Shoreview's busy summer
scene in those days.

The Reynolds chose to live
in Shoreview (Mounds View, then)
primarily on the advice of one of
Jim's work colleagues, and they
were forever grateful for their
choice, though Jim’s work with a
St. Paul insurance company was
now much further away.

Their new home with its
three-quarters of an acre lot
meant a chance for Jim to stretch
his gardening talents. His focus
was very much on the outdoors.
“Each year the garden grew larger,
pushing against fenced bound-
aries,” says son Greg, a Mounds
View High school and University of
Minnesota MBA grad, who later
built a home on the land, electing
to keep the plot in the family.

He has kept a garden, including
some grapes growing.

The Reynolds’ original
house was sold and transported
to northern Minnesota.

The Reynolds raised two
other sons, Layton and Scott,
making for a busy household. The
home was a meeting spot for
neighbors and others to come to
and enjoy Jim’s home made
Swedish pancakes which were a
family and friends’ favorite. “A
special recipe,” smiles Greg, “one
we are not telling you.”
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Virginia enjoys visits with her son,
Greg, and his family, and their home
built on the family site which includes a
small vineyard.

While in Shoreview the
Reynolds became one of a half
dozen families who helped form
today’s Peace United Methodist
Church, an important spiritual con-
tribution to the area community. A
Methodist district official came to
solicit Reynolds’ and others’ sup-
port when it was formed.

Today’s pastor Hugh
Stephenson, says Virginia’s energy
is still high, with a strong interest in
the church. “She is very much

involved in a positive way, active in
what the church does,” he says.

For awhile, the Reynolds
continued to have their health and
other needs met in St. Paul and
continued attending church in
Highland Park, their previous home
neighborhood, but eventually
joined the local Methodist Church.
“People were so friendly here”
Virginia remembers.

Born in Eau Claire, WI,
Virginia basically grew up in the
Highland Park neighborhood and
attended Central High School. She
met Jim at a local dance while he
was in the Army and, like many
couples in those days, were
impacted by WW Il in their early
married life. Married in 1943, Jim
continued in the service until the
end of the war in 1945.

Following a long career in
the insurance industry, plus some
years in retirement, Jim died in
early 2003, just short of the
couple’s marking their 60" year of
marriage.

Some of Virginia’s family
history was gathered by a SHS
oral history team interview last
quarter.

Her family is important to
her and she very much enjoys brief
visits to her son’s home. However,
living at Summer Place, Virginia
has acquired new friends, and
with her four grandchildren,
remains upbeat. “We have a
variety of activities here. . . movies,
cribbage and the move here has
been pleasant,” she says.

Across the street is Shore-
view's Ramsey County library and
the community center another
block away. Virginia no longer
drives a car, but family members
are readily available and trips to
stores or other needs are easily
met, she says.

SHS is looking for more
reflections on the early days of
living in Shoreview. Give us a call.




