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MHS Speaker
Underscores Local
Societies’ Role

In Suburban History

The Minnesota Histor-
ical Society (MHS) is paying
more attention to “suburban
history “because of its
obvious and growing import-
ance, says Tim Glines,
manager of Outreach Ser-
vices for MHS, and a liaison

with local and county
societies.

Glines spoke to a
group of local historical
societies’ representatives,
including Shoreview
Historical Society, at a
meeting at the Bruentrup

Heritage Farm in Maplewood,
hosted by the Maplewood
Historical Society. It was one
in a series of networking get-
togethers with a dozen area
societies.

Capturing suburban
history is important because it
tells the story of why smaller
communities chose to indus-
trialize their areas, remain
agricultural or become a
mixture of the two, says
Glines. In many cases, of
course, the entire evolution of
some out-state towns chang-
ed due to the start of
businesses, ie., Hormel Pack-
ing Co. in Austin, Mn.

While Glines con-
cedes there is much more
mobility now within the popu-
lace which can make
historical information gather-
ing more arduous, he says
“historians have always work-

(Continued on page 4)

“preserving today’s history for tomorrow”
SHS Looking for Fun at the Slice of Shoreview

Like the Old Days. This horse-drawn wagon from Windy Hill farm will carry
Shoreview Historical Society members in the Slice of Shoreview Saturday July
26 parade. If you'd like to ride along, contact Ken Hoff, 651 -484-7709, not later
than July 18. Space is limited. The SHS booth at the Slice will have hourly
drawings for free rides in the wagon. Plan on stopping by.

Open House is Sep. 28

New Community Center Expansion, Pavilion

SHS will be among community groups participating in the Sep. 28
dedication and open house at the new Shoreview Community Center expan
sion including a new picnic pavilion, expanded fitness center and other rooms.

The event will be from 1 to 4 p.m. and will feature a brief dedicatory program,
picnic food (for a $1 contribution, with proceeds going toward a Linus statue), and
music by the Shoreview band. SHS and the Studio 96 Arts group will have special
displays.

SHS board member Mary Hilfiker, a member of the overall planning
committee, says the new expansion is an important event in the city’s history as the
facility further enhances the our quality of life. The new facility will help meet a con-
tinued heavy demand by users for personal fitness and space for meetings and activ-
ities. It is expected to be completed sometime in July, pending final landscaping work.




From the President

Some Odds and Ends
Ithough Shoreview’s 50™
Abirthday is still four years
away, the year 2007 will be

upon us sooner than we expect.

Establishing a heritage
trail complete with
a map and
brochure is one
uggestion being
" explored by the
Shoreview
Historical Society.
Our neighbors in

: i Roseville recently
publlshed a new brochure with an
expanded trail.

Roseville’s trail, created in
1975 with the encouragement of
the Roseville City Council was
dedicated in 1976 with 32 sites. It
was updated in 1983 and again in
1991. The current edition incre-
ased the number of sites to 53
with a new marker at each site. It
created a file on more than 100
Roseville properties.

After a site is chosen and
researched, a marker with an
identification number is placed on
the property. Information about
each site corresponds to the
number/photo in the booklet. The
brochure is available for a fee at
Roseville City Hall.

Homes, churches, bams
are all represented in the 29-page
booklet. In the “Did you know
category”, site No. 46 is the 45
degree latitude marker. Quoting
from the brochure—"this marker is
a large rock with a bronze tablet
inset describing this location. The
marker is set on the 45" parallel
of north latitude, which is halfway
between the equator and the
North Pole. It is located on the
east right of way off Cleveland
Ave., 75 feet north of Loren Road
and about 390 ft. north of
Roselawn Avenue.”

(continued on page 4)

County Natural Resource Specialist Relates Story of

Area’s Emerging Trees, Changing Landscape

John Moriarty, Ramsey County
Department of Natural Resources
specialist, spoke at the last SHS
meeting, relating how the early
forestation of Shoreview and nearby
areas has changed over the
decades and centuries. Much of the
= area has been replanted by
landowners at least once with tree
" species not necessarily native to the
area, he said. He also explained the
various new forestation programs
being conducted by the county to
.| retain some native species, some of
the department’s budget constraints;
and some of its long range plans. His
illustrated talk also included a
question /answer session.

A Tree for the Future. As part of the special presentation by John
Moriarty at the SHS membership meeting, a tree was gifted in the memory
of former SHS member Kay Stahl and mother of Jim Stahl (second from left)
and Jacci (Stahl) Krebsbach (center). Long-time friends of Kay—Marge
Vineski, Dee Harper, Sue Bjork, Marlene Selvog, and (far right) Flo
Schumacher and Pat Wrobel — presented funds for a tree planting in the
Island Lake Park. In turn, Jacci and Jim turned over the request for the
planting site to Peg Lynch, (left) executive director for Friends of the Parks
& Trails in Ramsey County. Trees honoring Kay, Eunice Hoff, and Don
Claeys, will be identified with yellow ribbons at this year's Slice of Shoreview.




SHOREVIEWS NOTES

+ In Memoriam: Two persons who played a part in Shoreview’s history both died on May 9, last quarter. They
are Harold Koeck, 74, who was on the first Shoreview City Council back in 1957 and Jean Holmberg, 87, long
time SHS member and active in civic organizations, along with her husband Carl. Jean and Carl were honored
as a Heritage family in a recent SHS Community Center Display. Jean is also survived by sons Rich and Harry;
and daughter Karin; and grandchildren. Koeck was active in local politics and worked with helping the elderly
and the poor and was a member of the Minnesota Senior Federation and the Advocacy Center. He is survived
by his wife Ruth, and sisters Donna and Laurene; and brother Eugene. + Blaine Rowe, 81, died Mar. 13. He is
survived by his wife Sandra; and sisters Elaine and Winne.+ Shirley Hill, 83, died on June 9. She is survived by
sons Richard and Robert; daughter Sharon; and grandchildren and great grandchildren.+ Harold Hoffman, 92,
died May 5. A former Shoreview city councilperson, he is survived by his son Harold; daughter Kathleen; grand
children and great grandchildren. + Dora Anderson died June 8. She is survived by husband Gordon; daughters
Barbara; Gail and son Gordon; and grandchildren. + Kathleen Lyons, a former employee of the Preventorium
died June 1. She was 92. + Gordon Graham, 88, died Mar. 21. He was a former WW || veteran.

+ Local Societies Meet. One of the larger meetings of local historical societies representatives occurred at
the Breuntrup Farm site in Maplewood last quarter. The Maplewood Historical Society was host for numerous
societies who also had a chance to tour the farm buildings along County D east of White Bear Ave. just off
I-S 694. Tim Glines of the Minnesota Historical Society spoke (see page one) , and individual societies’ reps
reported on recent activities and upcoming programs. Hugo, Gem Lake, Roseville, White Bear, Little Canada,
Vadnais Heights, and Shoreview were among communities represented. The old Breuntrup family farm home,
bam, and work buildings were moved a short distance from their original site with virtually all original structures
unchanged. The city and the Maplewood Historical Society maintain the buildings for use by the community.

Telling the Story.Barb
Bollum, center, and John
Maas, (right) Mounds View
~ School Board member and

®* administrative support
director, respectfully, talked
with SHS members (from left)
JacciKrebsbach, Doris Claeys,
Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff and
Peg Wedell at a SHS board
meeting. District 621 board
representatives have been
busy in recent weeks talking to
key Shoreview groups about
the district’s current and
future funding challenges and
the pending referendum on the
tax levy.

+ Mill City Museum Set to Open Sept. 13. A new experience and a visit into the past is available when the
new Mill City Museum opens later this year. Operated by the Minnesota Historical Society, the museum at 704
S. 2d St. Minneapolis, is in the center of what was once the world’s main flour milling industry. It is built within
the ruins of the Washburn A Mill. Tours, demonstrations, and an elevator ride in the eight-story tower, with a great
view of the Mississippi are all part of your visit. Museum curators say there are stories to explore about the art,
culture, commerce and espionage that flourished in the industrial era of milling. The new museum will be open
year-around Tues.- Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m; and Sun. noon to 5 p.m.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and
friends. SHS board members are Renee Christensen, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Jacci
Krebsbach, Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You can contribute information by contacting editor Don Foliett, 3772
Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126/ Tel: 651-490-7510 e-mail: DHFCVF29@aol.com. To join the society, contact
Doris Claeys, #110, 4035 Victoria St., Shoreview, MN, 55126.




Glines— continued
ed with changing populations and
conditions.”

He notes that much of the
work done by local societies is
wrapped around preservation of
key buildings and documents and
that's important, but “to keep
societies alive and vibrant it is
necessary to involve many and
spread leadership responsibility
around and search for new
initiatives.

“Obviously it is great when
you can respond to what people
want. Essentially, local societies
are put in positions to serve their
communities, not a club or group
of people who happen to be
interested in history,” Glines said.
There are presently some 400
local historical societies in the
state, with slow but steady growth,
he adds.

In a separate interview,
Glines said that “ historians give
much more attention is given to the
pioneer period, history is being
made daily” and he would like to
see “more initiatives evolving
around more current or recent
time periods, which are of a more
complex nature, and involve
suburbs more along with central
cities. He encourages community
societies to work with their county
society.

One way to give some
dimension to local history is to
record and reflect it in the context
of national or even international
event-altering events or move-
ments.

Local societies operate
independently from the MHS,
although they obviously can be
assisted through its grants-in-aid
program, project assistance,
information programs and
cooperation with schools. Glines
especially urged societies to work
with schools to create an interest
in history.

Given today’s budgetary

From the President-—- continued

Some sites being consid-
ered in Shoreview are: +The stone
pillars for the Carlson farm on the
northeast corner of Turtle Lake. +A
former railroad depot, now a
private residence, from Cardigan
Junction. +A sign marking the Ice
House on the east side of Lake
Owasso. +Victoria Valley orchard.

You can nominate a site;
please call a Historical Society
Board member.

++Jean Holmberg, along with
her husband Carl were very
instrumental in establishing the self
directed car tour of sites in
Shoreview. The SHS is updating
this tour guide and copies will be
available in City Hall.

—Jacci Krebsbach
concerns, Glines pointed out that
local societies need to be selective
and prudent in the types of
projects they undertake. They must
know the costs involved and how
to provide the funding.“ Many soc-
ieties provide very basic and sim-
ple services, such as tours and
information gathering.

The MHS has felt the bud-
get slashing as have other state
agencies, resulting in personnel
reduction, and grants money being
reduced. It continues to conduct
field workshops in 2003, having
already set its schedule before
budget constraints were
implemented. “We will avoid water
ing down programs, but retain qual
ity wherever we can,” Glines said.

Heritage Family Display.

The Schifsky and Sina
families and their lives in the area
are featured in the current SHS
Community Center Display. Peg
Wedell, who coordinates the
display, says future displays will
feature the various city hall build
ings, including the new pavilion,
throughout the city’s history, fol-
lowed by another heritage family
story. You can nominate a herit-
age family; give Peg a call.
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Preservation Week Notes

A public forum presented
at the Landmark Center on May 6,
with a title: Beyond Buildings:
Discussions in Historic
Preservation in a New Century—
actuality dealt more with manag-
ing community development and
had few answers about the role of
preservation planning.

Peter Bell, chairman of the
Metropolitan Council, gave an
overview of the council’s capability
and its future goals. Between his
talk and the panel discussion that
followed, little in the way of
answers about buildings or land
preservation was discussed. It was
more an reiteration of the chal-
lenges of expanding communities
and getting them to work together
in better planning of land trans-
portation (light rail and highways),
water waste and housing which, of
course, remain giant issues.

Panel members included
Ramsey County Commissioner Jim
McDonough. Several questioners
honed in on preservation-related
challenges and leamed that
frequently preservation planning
is a lower priority in communities’
current and future issues or have
little part in their planning. SHS
attendees were among a crowd of
about 150.

Preservation of small farms
usually has little chance with the
pressures of land developers who
also lobby for out reach services;
some panel members did however
emphasize the importance of
redevelopment within the core
cities for housing and jobs and to
reduce transportation costs and
improve air quality.

Shoreview neighbor Arden
Hills is one community which will
face land development chal-
lenges with the evolving status of
the Arms Plant land. Lake Elmo is
another area community currently
discussing its growth issues with
the council.




