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SHS to Nominate Historic Trees

SHS will nominate two oak trees that flanked the
original Snail Lake School (then called the Hill Farm
School, east of Hodgson Rd. on Tanglewood Ave.) to
the register of Historic Trees.

MHS Conducts Grants-in-Aid Program

Community historical societies can apply for
funds through the Grants in Aid program conducted by
the Minnesota Historical Society. More than $94,000
was granted during the past fiscal year. Among those
grants was one for $1,100 to White Bear Historical
Society to purchase White Bear Lake archival
newspapers dated between 1934-2000.

Arbor Month Emphasis
Area Tree Forestation History
Is SHS Topic for Apr. 8 Meeting

Info on Commemorative Trees from
‘Friends of the Park & Trails’on Agenda

John Moriarty, a natural resources specialist
with Ramsey County, will discuss the area’s tree
growth and history at the SHS membership meeting
set to start with a 6:30 p.m. social period and a 7 p.m.
program on Apr. 8.

Moriarty will provide various visual aids such
as maps and photos to help depict the tree growth, its
demise of specific tree species and introduction of
others. The meeting will be held at the Shoreview
Community Center and is intended to be a focus on
April as Arbor month.

While only general information about the
county’s landscape growth of a century or more ago is
known, knowledge of specific tree species and their
period of prominence is information acquired through
careful examination and study.

Moriarty, a Shoreview resident, points out that
many trees we presently see in Ramsey County are
the result of regular plantings over the past century.
Not many trees of a century or more of growth are still
in evidence. The current trees and terrain on the
former Ammunitions Plant, depict somewhat more
closely what the wider Shoreview area would have
looked like a century ago, Moriarty says.

Peggy Lynch, executive director for Friends
of the Parks & Trails in Ramsey County, will be a
second speaker and will explain her organization’s
commemorative tree program.

Trees can be purchased through the Friends
and can be planted in back yards or donated to public
parks as gifts. They range in price from $10 to $50.

Friends of the Park reportedly sold about
1,000 trees a year ago. About a third of the sales were
donations made to area parks. Trees purchased as
donations are eligible for tax deductions.

At the meeting, there will be opportunity for
questions and answers, and a small display will be
setup.

Members are encouraged to bring friends;
there is no charge for the meeting. For more
information, please contact Don Follett, 6851-490-
7510.




From The President
Trees Are ‘Living

Memorial’ to Enjoy

hen my mother, Kay
WStahl, died Jan. 21, a
group of her friends don-

ated a commemor-
ative tree through
the Friends of the

Parks & Trails to be
planted at Island
Lake County Park.
| These women, all
widows and origin-
ally fromShoreview,
meet for breakfast at a Perkins
Bakery and Restaurant, the first
Thursday of each month.

The group was started
almost 10 years ago by Marge
Vineski, a former Avon Lady and at
the time a recent widow. She
noticed that many of her cus-
tomers were widows and would
welcome a monthly get-together.

Some in the group trace their
Shoreview roots to the early 1950s
as they raised families in the new
suburb. | want to personally thank
Marge, Pat Wrobel, Sue Bjork,
Marlene Selvog, Flo Schumacher
and Dee Harper for their donation
of a commemorative tree.

Although commemorative
trees are not tagged with plaques,
a gift card is sent and the recipient
receives a map showing the tree’s
location. Donors may choose a
park location, but the trees are
planted and maintained by the
park district. A variety of trees from
red oaks to shrubs are offered.

This is the third tree at
Island Lake with a Shoreview
Historical Society connection. The
society has donated trees in
memory of SHS member Eunice
Hoff, wife of SHS vp, Ken Hoff,
and Donald Claeys, the husband
of Doris. Commemorative trees,
besides being an environmental
investment, become an emotional

(continued on page 3)

Preserving Old Clothing, Heirlooms

Requires Owners’ Close Care, Attention

Owners and those interested in storing and preserving old and
valuable clothes learned a number of lessons in last quarter's SHS and
New Brighton Historical Society (NBHS) combined meeting.

Attendees learned that many cleansing agents in normal use
aren’t always good to use on old, and sometimes distressed clothes, from
textile expert Nancy Cyr.

“Perhaps the most damaging element to clothing you want to
preserve is light,” says Nancy. The more exposure fibers have to light, the
more they can break down. Frequent vacuuming, instead of dry cleaning,
is the preferred method to clean rare fabrics, but you must know what you
want to use them for—display or hanging, etc.

Nancy is the curator of the Goldstein Museum of Design at the
University of Minnesota, whose collection includes some 18,000 clothing
items, and is also on the Vadnais Heights Historical Commission. She
spent two hours giving knowledgeable responses on a wide range of
audience inquiries, including specific comments on the many heirlooms
brought to the session for inspection.

Among the many old family treasures brought for review in-
cluded a winter carnival uniform coat, a wedding dress, baptismal gowns,
a woven rug, large and small needle works--one dating back more than
175 years.

A few hints: clothes that are framed can be best retained under
plastic, not glass, and kept from direct sunlight. If you must use hangers,
consider plastic tubular hangers with padding, she advises. With folded
cloth, try to fold pieces differently over time, as folds in the same places
break down fibers. Nature and unnatural events are always

=== acting against
clothing preservation.
There is always the
normal stress on
threads through
hanging, washing
and wearing. “Also
insects, like moths,
seek out storage
areas, and they
especially like wool,”
she pointed out.
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Nancy Cyr, right, examined a variety of old garments.




SHS Contemplates Heritage Trail
Shoreview Historical Society (SHS) has
shared its ideas with others in informal conversations
about the creation of a Heritage Trail, a routing of sites
marking community historical locations and events.
Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president, says “the idea
of heritage trail is not a new one and is a project that
the community, the SHS, and other organized groups
may want to formulate.”

The trail would help build a sense of history,
underscore the community’s growth and highlight
those memorable activities and events involving both
people and sites. “We have several sites—like the
Larson/Lepac historical home and businesses—which
through their preservation can help tell the stories of
the early days of our community,” Jacci adds.

Recently, the City of Roseville dedicated its
new Heritage Trail, some 24 sites largely in the south
and southeast sectors of the city, denoting old homes,
churches and business locations. A brochure and map
which outlines the trail is available.

Shoreview Community Display

The history of the state high school hockey
tournament finals is the general subject of the SHS
display at the Community Center. Peg Wedell,
coordinator of the display, has acquired a variety of
articles, programs and information about the
tournament’s history dating to the mid-1940s.

From the President— continued
connection as well. They are a living memorial and a
legacy for future generations.

Humans identify with living organisms and we
form an emotional attachment to our trees. Many
Shoreview citizens were in tears after the terrible May
1998 tomado and saw the devastation by Snail Lake
Park. Homeowners said they could repair their homes,
but could not replace their mature trees during their
lifetime. Whether the city widens a roadway or adds a
trail, residents gather to lament the potential loss of
the trees. Jacci Krebsbach

Florence Stutsman—continued

several doors down the lakeside. Florence's house seemed to be just one stop in the neighborhood to Tara. In
time, she began to settle in just for the night. Later she moved in permanently and was cared for until she died.

Florence and her husband Carl purchased their home on the lake in 1929, spending just the long summer
seasons there, until remodeling the home for year-around-living in 1960. Carl died in 1976. Earlier, Florence and
her siblings first got to know Turtle Lake when her family had a summer home on the south side of the lake.

One of Florence's expressions was: “I| have a sweet tooth, you know.” Yes, we all learned that. Florence
is remembered by the children, now aduits, in the neighborhood for, as one said, her “knack for drawing in the
neighborhood kids.” They knew they could count on sweets during their frequent visits. And they also knew
about the toys and puzzles that would be taken out to play with, then put away until their next welcome visit.

Florence so much enjoyed the theater, and attended every opening at the Chimera Theater Company
in her 89th year. When that theater closed, she got season tickets to Park Square Theater for several years.
She dissected plays like a professional theater critic.

Her 90th birthday was the occasion for testimonials. One speaker declared: “Tonight we are gathered to
pay tribute to a neighbor and friend who--at fourscore years and ten--puts most of us to shame. She has lived
here on Turtle Lake longer than most of us have lived, and she continues to live with a zest that is inspiring to
observe.” Several of the neighborhood parties called for toasts. With nostalgia, | remember this one:

Here's to you, my friend. May you live a thousand years;

Just to cheer things in this vale of human tears;

And may | live a thousand, too; a thousand less a day

'Cause | wouldn't care to be around and hear you'd passed away.

Florence outlived many of those from her neighborhood. We who remain will think of her fondly and
marvel at the privilege we had in knowing this amazing Modern Woman.




‘A Modern Woman’

Florence Stutsman, 105, Longtime Shoreview Resident

By Marlene Stoehr

(Editor’s note: SHS member and near-
by neighbor of Florence Stutsman
since 1968, Marilene Stoehr shares
some recollections of Florence who
died at age 105 in January.)

In aTelatively early stage of
our friendship as | was explaining
the kind of work | did for the Univer-
sity, | suggested to Florence that
she probably thought it was not
good for mothers to have jobs and
be away from their children. Her
response: “Why no! | am a modemn
woman.”

That response remained a
good descriptor of this woman
whose life spanned three centuries,
whose curiosity was intact right up to
her final days of life. Born in 1897,
she was one of five children.

Even on days when she
struggled to remember who we
were, her conversation came in the
form of questions: “Are you fully

retired now?” was a favorite. Three
days before her death she asked, “Do
you live at the lake all year around
now?” That curiosity about everything
was amazing.

She even tried to stay current
about the wonders of technology.
She would often ask exactly what

Shoreview Mayor Sandy Martin helped

was it that we did with computers.

Florence was a good
audience for sharing vacation photos
with or a good opponent in cribbage
or Spite and Malice. She was a
seamstress of considerable
capability when it came to stitching
up catnip mice for Christmas gifts for
neighbor cats, grandcats, and great-
grandcats.

Her carport was home to a
family of barn swallows who return-
ed each year to nest. She was also a
soft touch for ducks, but not the
geese who were not accorded
Florence's trademark hospitality. A
small striped chipmunk gave her
pleasure, taking up residence
knowing it would be fed for life.

But no creature in the animal
kingdom gave or received more love
from Florence than Tara, the gentle
black lab who belonged to a family

(continued on page 3)

Florence celebrate her 105" birthday.

SHS Newsnotes---

+ Antique Appraisal Fair. The February SHS membership meeting with speaker Nancy Cyr, fabric expert,
held at the New Brighton Family Service Center, was in lieu of an appraisal antique fair held for the past few
years. Subsequent fairs now are planned to be held every other year in cooperation with the New Brighton
Historical Society, with the next one next winter. Planners are considering a combination of the two
events—expert speakers and antique appraisal specialists.

+ Oral Histories. SHS continues its ongoing project of collecting oral histories of long-time Shoreview residents.
If you or someone you know would be a good candidate to reflect upon the community’s earlier days. Please
contact any SHS board member; it's important to help preserve Shoreview’s history.

+ In Memoriam ( Historical ShoreViews notes those Shoreview residents, age 80 and over, who have died since
the last newsletter.) + Leonard Carison, 81, died Feb. 24. He is survived by his wife Sallie; daughter Nancy; sons
Dennis and Rick; and grandchildren. + Margaret Chiodin, 94, died Jan. 6. She is survived by sons William and
Robert; and grandchildren. + Violet Geer, 82, died Jan 10. She is survived by her husband Frank; a son Jay,
daughter Lisa; and grandchildren. + Rudolph Lehmicke, 91, died Feb. 27. He is survived by his wife Margaret,
sons John, Leo and Michael; daughter Anne; and grandchildren. + Helen May, 83, died Feb. 18. She is survived
by son Chuck; daughters Samantha and Barbara; and grandchildren.+ Agneta Nordstrom 85, died Jan 2. She
is survived by her daughter Barbara, son Sam; grandchildren; and great-grandchildren. + Joseph Odanovich,
87, died Feb. 5. He is survived by his wife Constance. + James Reynolds, 84, died Feb. 4. He is survived by his
wife Virginia; sons Leighton, Gregory and Scott; grandchildren; and a great-granddaughter.+ Kay Stahl, 79, died
onJan.21. She is survived by daughter Jacci; son James; and grandchildren. + Florence Stutsman, 105, died Jan.
21. Sheis survived by daughter Mildred; grandchildren; and great-grandchildren; and great-great grandchildren.
(Story above.) + Lucille Tuel, 86, died Feb. 13. She is survived by sons Jerome, Ronald and Marten; daughters,
Cecelia and Connie; grandchildren; and great-grand children. + Veryl Weinholzer, 82, died on Feb. 6. She is




