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Restt;red Locomotive in 2d Decade
Shoreview Couple and Volunteer

Group Sustain Love of Railroads

lifetime love affair with old steam locomo-
Atives and trains has been a decade-long

special interest business for a Shoreview
family much to the delight of rail enthusiasts. The
business starts a new decade this year.

Rail fans can keep in touch with history riding
in a train pulled by a 58-year old restored steam
locomotive. The train is pulled by the old Milwaukee
Road’s locomotive No. 261 and represents, in part,
an exciting step back into history itself, and is a
thrilling experience for all rail buffs.

Decades ago, Frank Sandberg, Jr.,
Shoreview, admired his father's work as a railroad
fireman and engineer in a 51-year career with the
Milwaukee. While Frank Jr. never worked for a
railroad, those rides he took as a youngster (legal
years ago) with his dad as engineer between the
Twin Cities and LaCrosse, WI., helped forever forge
his interest in railroads.

“I would just sit in the jump seat in the locomo-
tive and have a great time,” recalls Frank about
those days years ago.

(continued on page 2)

Nancy Cyr, Textile Conservation
Expert, in Special Feb. 2 Program

The special expertise of taking care of valuable
and historic clothing and other textile items is the topic
for the Feb. 2 SHS membership meeting.

Textile conservation expert Nancy Cyr will be
the presenter at a special comb-
ined New Brighton and Shore-
view historical societies meet-
ing for 2 p.m. at the New
Brighton Community Center.
The Feb. 2 event will be partially

interactive, as Nancy encour-
ages attendees to bring men’s
i or women’s items. She will

Nancy Cyr share commentary on a limited
number of items as time allows, providing general
observation on the garments’ preservation, plus some
historical insights when possible. She welcomes
clothing items like baptism gowns and other
accessories as well, i.e., hats, shoes, plus flags, etc.

Nancy, who is also a member of the SHS and
is on the Vadnais Heights Historical Commission, is
Collection Manager for the Goldstein Museum of
Design for the University of Minnesota, located in
McNeal Hall. The collection is comprised of more
than 25,000 items, including 18,000 clothing items.

In similar presentations, Nancy has
examined garments dating back 150
years. She holds a master's degree in
Museum Collection Management from
the University of Minnesota.

The event supplants the antique
appraisal show held annually by the
two groups the past three years.

Current plans are to hold the
appraisal as a biennial event.

Restored Milwaukee locomotive No.
261 is a nostalgic example of the
country’s old railroad days as it moves
across the land.

Photos courtesy of Judy Sandberg and
Steve Glischinski




From The President
Many Ways to Preserve
Family History

here are many ways to
Tpreserve a family history.

The Shoreview Historical
Society explored one of those
ways when genealogist Darlene
Joyce addressed our group in
October (see page 4).

Another
way is to archive
our treasures.
According to an
article in a recent
Martha Stewart
Living magazine,
"the process of
archiving seeks
to resolve two opposing senti-
ments: the desire to display
heirlooms and the desire to
protect them for the future, which
usually involves handling them as
little as possible.”

Nancy Cyr, textile restora-
tion expert, presents a Feb. 2
program on the importance of
properly storing fabric items.
Many of us have inherited items
that are not in good shape and
need restoration and repair.
Wedding dresses, christening
gowns and military uniforms are
items that would deteriorate
rapidly without archival care. We
will learn the process of removing
stains, neutralizing the pH and
the proper way to repack clothing
in an archival way.

A former SHS board
member, Nancy did a similar
program in the early 1990s and it
was one our most popular pres-
entations. Bring a friend and don’t
miss it. It's 2 p.m. Feb. 2 at the
New Brighton Community Center.
Retirements & other notes:

A couple of friends of the
SHS have announced retire-
ments. George Verley (see page
4) and Robert Vogel, historic

(continued on page 3)

Friends of 261-— continued

“Temperatures would get pretty
hot in the summer, but nice and
warm in the winter runs.” Today,
Frank, Jr., and his son, Steve,
spearhead a group that directs the
“The Friends of the 261", a non-
profit organization, incorporated
under the banner of Railroading
Heritage of Midwest America, also
non profit and operating with the
guidance of Northstar Rail Corp-
oration (NSR), put together by a
group of investors.

The group restored the
steam locomotive after leasing it
from the Green Bay (WI) National
Railway Museum. Ironically, the
engine is one that was once
operated by Frank Sandberg, Sr.
those decades ago.

The restoration of the engine
under the NSR, “taking a year to
complete and costing a $1 million,
was an extraordinary accomplish-
ment,” says Steve Glischinski,
editor of the group’s newsletter.

No. 261 was built in 1944
and was on the rails for only 10
years when the advent of diesel
engines forced steam engines to
the sidelines. The engine is one of
a few of its type in the last 30 years
to operate once again on the
railways. While there are many
locomotive restoration projects, the
NSR effort is slightly different be-
ing designed for profit.

Frank Sandberg, Sr., is flanked by
his son Frank, Jr., left, and grand-
son Steve at 261's renewal run.
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Steve essentially manages
operations and---together with
other qualified engineers---also
operates the train on those sum-
mer trips which attract riders from
across the country. A reading of
the Friends’ Internet bulletin board
shows the riders’ joy.

Frank, who operates a
Vadnais Heights engineering
company, and his wife Judy, who
administers the organization, have
acquired about a dozen passenger
cars, now cast in old Milwaukee
Road colors.

“People still love to ride be-
hind a steam engine,” says
Glischinski. The group has run
summer tours since 1993, some-
times three or four a year, often
with up to 700 passengers,
depending upon arrangements. A
full train can be up to 10 pass-
enger cars, and past regional trips
have been to Chicago, Duluth and
other northern points, plus special
excursions across the land.

In the planning stage, says
Judy, is an upcoming trip to
Baltimore and the Baitimore &
Ohio Railroad Museum to help
mark its 175" railroad anniversary.
The trips require extensive plan-
ning and approvals from various
agencies and are a substantial
undertaking for a volunteer group.

During the off season, No.
261 rests in a private northeast

- Minneapolis rail yard building,

along with a special passenger
car dubbed the "Shoreview,”
owned by the Sandbergs.

The Friends have no formal
meetings, and when they get
together it's usually at the rail
yard to do ongoing routine main-
tenance, says Glischinski.

Anyone may join the
Friends for $25 a year. A
newsletter is sent to members.

Check www.261.com on
the Internet for more details.




SHS Newsnotes--

+ Honoring Seniors. SHS is honoring active Shoreview seniors in its regular Community Center displays. Peg
Wedell, who coordinates the project, says the initial display features long-time Shoreview citizens Carl and Jean
Holmberg. Both have long resumes of community activities including Carl’s work in civil defense and Jean’s
church work. Both have demonstrated a strong interest in Shoreview and are members of the Shoreview
Historical Society. Check out this interesting display
about two of Shoreview’s finest. (See photo, right.)
SHS continues its interest in highlighting those seniors
who have improved our community by their presence.
If you are aware of a senior who has been a
contributor to the community over the years, please
contact Peg. Tel: 651-484-6234.

+ Oral Histories. SHS continues its ongoing project of
collecting oral histories of long-time Shoreview
residents. If you or someone you know would be a
good candidate to reflect upon the community’s
earlier days. Please contact any SHS board member.

+ Board Members. Barb Kast, a SHS board member
since 1992, resigned from the board last month. The
SHS salutes Barb for her decade of work on the board
and for the community. Barb worked closely with the
SHS entry in the Slice of Shoreview parade. She will
continue in SHS and participate in special projects,
she says.

+ In Memoriam (Historical ShoreViews notes those
Shoreview residents, age 80 and over, who have died
since the last newsletter.) + Lois Benson, 90, died Sep.
16. She is survived by daughter Sandy; son Robert;
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. +Herbert
Kirkwold, 88, died Oct. 27. He is survived by sons

Carl and Jean Holmberg, along with Peg Wedell (right)
by the SHS display case in the Community Center.

Robert and Paul;and grandchildren and great-grand- children. + A.M. Bert Kuchinski, 80; he is survived by his
wife Edna; and son Dan. + Frank Larimore, 80, died Sep. 14. He is survived by daughters Linda and Becky; son
Fred; and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.+ Matt Steinhofer, 82, died Oct.7. He is survived by his wife
Madge; and brothers Joe and John.

From the President—continued
ordinance. In Cottage Grove, he helped establish that ordinance, cataloged historic features and developed a
school curriculum centered on local history. In Shoreview, Robert Vogel Associates was instrumental in the
historical research of the Preventorium and the Larson/Lepak home.

Tom Landwehr, Shoreview City Council member, chose not to run for re-election. Tom delivered a
gracious presentation at the Open House last August at the historic Lepak/Larson home. -—Jacci Krebsbach




Membership
Meeting .Attracts
A Large Crowd

Darlene Joyce, Shore-
view genealogist, spoke
to SHS members, high
school students and
friends at a crowded
quarterly membership
meeting last quarter at
Shoreview City Hall.

Genealogist Urges Family Heritage Search Adventure

Learning to track down your ancestors can be both a tedious and fun task. What you get out of it will
depend upon how hard you want to pursue records, newspaper files and maybe even writing to request
information. Darlene Joyce, a certified genealogist, explored the many sources one may utilize to trace their
family heritage at last quarter's membership meeting.

She explained the many facets of Internet utilization, and provided handouts on how to get

started, in addition to a beginner's packet and some strategies to use in launching your search.
Joyce is among a few persons in Minnesota who is a certified genealogy records specialist and chairs
the Minnesota Genealogy Society cemetery records project. Her website is findmyfamilyplease.com

SHS President Jacci Krebsbach said that in light of the session’s success “the SHS would

consider another meeting on a similar or related topic” this year or next. About SHS programs, she
said she is always interested in pursuing programs of special interest to members and general public and would

appreciate their input.

Roseville Marks Heritage Trail

Roseville will hold a dedication ceremony at 6
p.m. on Jan. 15 at the John Rose Oval which
celebrates its Heritage Trail. A new brochure has also
been produced.

National Trust Conference in St. Paul in 2007

The National Trust for Historic Preservation
will hold its annual meeting in St. Paul in 2007.

The organization which headquarters in
Washington, D.C. made the meeting announcement
recently. More than 2,000 preservationists from around
the nation are expected to attend.

Verley Retires from Long Career

George Verley, who has retired from his post
as executive director of the Union Gospel mission, first
worked at the organization from his youth and also
was a Snail Lake camp participant as a nine-yearold..

The Shoreview camp, a long time landmark in
the city, celebrated its Ministry Center’s new quarters
last year, capping George’s long and rewarding
career. SHS members will always remember his
generosity over the years, and worked with him in
holding membership meetings which emphasized the
camp’s past and future. George is always willing to
recite the organization’s history.




