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Shoreview’s 45" Year

July 2002

Aug. 3 Open House at
Historic and Renovated

Lepak/Larson Farm Home

The Minneapolis Housing
Resource Center is holding a
House Warming at 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Aug. 3 at its new leased
quarters—the historic Lepak/
Larson farm home at County Rd |
and Lexington Ave.

The historic home was
acquired by the City of Shoreview
last year in a move to preserve and
improve the home and make it
available to the community. The
Minneapolis agency provides fin-
nancial and technical housing and
home assistance to residents in a
wide area.

The intensive restoration of
the home was virtually completed
earlier this year, with final land-
scaping expected after County Rd.
| is rerouted next year.

A long- time supporter of
the home’s acquisition and for its
continued preservation and place
in community history, SHS has
helped acquire some furmnishings
for the home and communicated its
progress toward becoming a city
site.

SHS Enters Competition

Recently, SHS board mem-
ber Mary Hilfiker, on behalf of the
SHS, applied for a grant partnered
by the Hampton Inns and Ameri-
can Automobile Association as part
of the Explore the Highway with
Hampton adopt-a-landmark initia-
tive. The contest attracted 250
nominations, with Florida’s Monu-
ment of States the winner. Shore-
view’s entry: Guerin’s Gas Station.
The $10,000 award would have
been welcomed by SHS.

Foliowmg the picnic there will be an opportumty to tour'the gmunds
and | new structures. SHS members are encouraged to bring aiong friends
and guests as wel! and orgamzers ask they bring salad and desserts The

Proclaiming Our 45th. shoreview’s City Council formally noted
Shoreview’s 45th birthday with a proclamation presented to the Shoreview
Historical Society by Mayor Sandy Martin to SHS board members (left to
right) Doris Claeys, Peg Wedell, President Jacci Krebsbach, and Ken Hoff.




From the President

Reflections
uring the past 2 and 1/2 years,
D | have been absorbed in the
history of Art Larson, long-
time owner of the recently
restored farm home. (See
page one). 1first met Art in 1991
when | was a sub-
stitute election judge
! in Turtle Lake School.
One of the other
judges -—- knowing that
| was involved in the
new Shoreview His-
torical Society—introduced me to
Art. | spoke with him and gave him
one of my lime green boutique flyers
with my name and phone number.
Over the next few years, he called
me occasionally with stories, jokes
and history.
He told me about his parents,
Emest and Augusta, who farmed on
the southeast comer of the County
Road | and Lexington Ave. Emest
was an early Mounds View School
board member. Through his words, |
met his older sister, Ada, who married
a man named Art Larson! Art talked
lovingly of his wife, Edna, who he met
at a picnic. She later was a cook at
Turtle Lake School. Coincidentally,
Art would sell part of his property for
the current school as well as property
for the Lake Johanna Fire
Department.
While Art talked to me he
would mention items in his home: a
round oak kitchen table; a dining
room table-that he purchased at an
estate sale; the curved glass front
china cabinet that was his mother’s.
He also said that he had his
graduation picture and even some
report cards. He worked as a
motorman as well as a farmer.
Unfortunately, | was never
able to visit Art in his home, but our
society did purchase some of his
treasures. When you visit the restor-
ed home, now the Housing Resource
Center, look around. | think he and

L

Remembering J J. Renee’ Christensen, SHS, facilitated a mem-

bership meeting that discussed Dr. Jonas J. Christensen, renown

University of Minnesota professor of Plant Pathology and Botany, and

Mounds View farmer years ago. Panelists who discussed JJ’s professorial

style and his contributions included former University faculty members -
and colleagues (left to right) Al Linck, John Rourell, Neil Anderson and

Thor Kommedahl (standing) and Renee’. Renee’ was the daughter-in-law

of JJ who farmed 40 acres where he raised a variety of special plants and

trees. The land later became part of the Twin Cities Ammunition Plant and

JJ moved to Rosemont where he started another farm.

Minnesota Historical Society Event
Grand Reopening of Lindbergh Visitor Center

Among the new sites featured by the Minnesota Historical
Society, is the grand reopening of the Lindbergh Visitor Center on Aug.
8, marking the 75™ anniversary of Lindbergh’s return to his hometown
after his historic transatlantic flight.

A celebration of the opening of the remodeled center with new
exhibits and improved landscape at Lindbergh’s boyhood site in Little
Falls. Charles Lindbergh is one of America’s pioneer pilots of the air,
piloting the first aircraft alone in a transatlantic flight in 1927.

The ceremony will be at 3 p.m. and there is a fireworks display
scheduled. Children’s day at the site will be Aug. 17.

The Lindbergh home is considered the most intensely
biographical of all the sites in the society’s network. Lindbergh’s flight
inspired songs, movies and even toys, the society says.

Admission is free on Aug. 8 Other dates $5, and for seniors $4.
The site will be open until Oct. 27.

Edna would be smiling at you.

A few weeks ago, | was contacted by a woman who was doing
a genealogy on Art's mother, Augusta. We met and exchanged
information and stories. She is currently collating all this data and will
present her findings to the Shoreview Historical Society in a completed
form. Stay tuned!! ——Jacci Krebsbach




SHS Newsnotes

+ League of Women’s Voters Records. Shoreview Historical Society is working with the Shoreview-
Arden Hills League of Women’s Voters (LWV) in retention of part of the latter’s historical records. Peg Olson,
LWV, made available various files such as newspaper stories, booklets, programs for copying or retention by SHS.
SHS board member Peg Wedell said,”"Many of the league’s files are valuable in capturing important names and
events evolving around public policy discussion and local issues over the years.” The league has operated for
several decades. Wedell said the SHS will work to acquire the records sometime this year.

+ Slice Time. SHS will participate again in Shoreview’s summer festival “Slice of Shoreview”, both in
the July 27 parade and by having a three-day booth on the grounds at Island Lake Park. Barb Kast is coordinating
the SHS parade unit— which will include marchers and a horse drawn old fashion buggy, while Ken Hoff and Don
Follett are handling the SHS exhibit booth arrangement which will feature old photos and SHS activities.

+ Community Center Display. SHS utilizes a display case in the Community Center to feature a topic
of area interest, frequently evolving around historical events. Peg Wedell is the coordinator and appreciates your
continued input for ideas and materials to depict days gone by and how they relate to the current Shoreview.

+ In Memoriam + Harlan Anderson died Apr. 23 at age 85. He is survived by wife, Betty; daughters
Denise, Barb and Laurie ; son Harlan; grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Elmer Goodman died Apr. 5 at
age 87, survived by his wife, Lorraine; son Allan and daughter Pat; grandchildren; and brother Ralph. + Richard
Hopps, age 95, died June 23. He is survived by daughter Beverly; grandsons; and a great grandson; and sister
Carol. +Sherwood Kuehn, 85, died Apr. 19. He is survived by his wife Donna; son Gus; and sister Ruth. + Ellen
Loe, 83, died Apr. 23. She is survived by sons Steve and Roger, daughter Jackie; grandchildren; and great
grandchildren.+ James Magnuson, 86, died June 28. He is survived by a daughter, Roxanna; and sons, John and
Philip; grandchildren; and brother Donald. + Eunice Millington, age 83, died on May 3. She is survived by her
husband, George; daughter Nadya; a grandson; and brother, Clemente. + Dorothy Rose Morse, 80, died May 31.
She is survived by daughters Carol, Deborah, and Robin; sons William and James; grandchildren; great
grandchildren; and sister, Lorraine. + Myrtle Smith, 94, died on May 26. She is survived by son, Jim; grandchildren
and great grandchildren. + Charlotte Thill, 90, died May 14. She is survived by son, James; and daughter, Janis;
grandchildren; and great grandchildren.

+ Other notes: Letters. . .. "We wish to thank you for all of the effort you devoted to the beautiful tribute
to our father (John Haggenmiller, age 100, in the April issue of Shore Views) signed-—-Carol Osterbauer, John
Haggenmiller and Marian Puetz. . . . . last quarter’'s membership meeting was in the City Hall Council Chambers,
the first time for several years. . . Photo help: SHS is forever grateful for help from local citizens who provide
photos of events in the community’s early days—or even more recently of the area’s special events. SHS
members may find the presentations at the St. Paul History theater of special interest. The theater brings
historical dramas with a local emphasis on a regular basis. Minnesota’s pop singing Andrew sisters trio of the
1940s was spotlighted earlier. . . Citizen involvement: It may become only a blip on the historical panorama of
Shoreview, but the move of Cobra Trucking Co. away from it's two-year long site along the tracks of Canadian
Pacific rail lines--- near the east side of grass lake, near I-S 694 and Rice St. this summer is a strong display of
Shoreview citizens and the city government persevering and combining to help better preserve the community
residential area. Cobra had utilized the area as a trucking pool, resulting large truck traffic in residential portions
of the community. Protests of local citizens eventually resulted in a long-discussed negotiated settiement of the
firm moving out its equipment.




SHS Exchanges Ideas with

Historical Societies in Area Meeting

Shoreview Historical Society board members
attended a recent meeting of eight other area local
historical societies officers, plus Ramsey County,
comparing programs and activities.

“It's good we share whatever positive and
successful ideas we have among us and with others,”
says Sara Hanson, White Bear Historical Society
director, who convened the group at the White Bear
restored train depot.

Attendees heard that some societies receive
city budget support, have permanent quarters (one has
amuseum), hold regular meetings for the membership,
mount special campaigns, and always try to tie-in with
com- munity celebrations.

In virtually every case, the volunteer
attendees said they are concemed about failing to
acquire and retain valuable historical records, photo-
graphs, opportunities for oral histories, primarily due to
lack of resources—people and time.

Historical records, of course, can be very
perishable, and once lost are frequently lost forever; a
community’s history, of course, is made up of more
than mere events—but also encompasses the families
and people who contribute to the betterment of their
community, they said.

Some societies have special emphases, for
example, Little Canada’s extensive use of computer
technology in tracing back families for several
generations through cemeteries’ records.

Some of the more mature suburbs have long-
time residents which helps in capturing historical
information, while others may have large percentages
of relatively new residents unfamiliar with the local
heritage, making the capture of historical information
more challenging. The reps agreed to share news-
letters, program ideas and other activities in the future.

*

New Brighton Area Historical Society will be
publishing its second book later this summer. The book
will be approximately 200 pages and will be a pictorial
history of New Brighton from the 1880s to the 1950s.
Joyce Kloncz, former NBAHS president, is editior of
the new book.

Roseville Historical Society is currently
finishing its new brochure for the Heritage Trail. SHS
will be watching carefully.

Viv Henningfield Remembers

‘ We Did A lot of Living . ..’

By Viv Henningfield

n 1957, my husband, Don, and myself and two

children bought and moved into a house in Mounds

View Township. | felt as though we had a palace,
built by the team of Rehbein and Husnik, with a
walkout basement.

That same year our village, having gained a
residency of 5,000, became the village of Shoreview.
It was exciting to be a the beginning of a history.

We lived in Shoreview and had a good
life and our neighborhood was
filed with wonderful folks.
Having grown up on the East
side in St. Paul in rented
houses, to have ownership in a
community surrounded by other
homeowners was great.

We did alot of living in
Shoreview -— great  schools,
churches and shopping was

& convenient--- the Jiffy Market,
Shoreview Pharmacy, Bregel's dental office-—it was
all there. | worked about 18 years at the pharmacy,
after spending some time in real estate sales.

We attended Incamation Church where | have
had an opportunity to take part in the church’s vac-
ation school and with confirmation activities. We
made so many friends in Shoreview where we lived
on both Virginia and Dennison avenues.

We formed a garden club, Lilac/Den; had
shows and won ribbons. The scouts, 4-H, Campfire
Girls--so much living and learmning in such good ways.
Lakes to fish and swim in the summer, and fishing
contests in the winter.

While | have had some minor health prob-
lems and | don’t drive any longer, | still like to keep
involved in the community. | don’t like to sit around!

Forty five years. . . it doesn’t seem possible.
And the city seems to be getting better, too. | think
organizations like the Shoreview Historical Society
have something to do with that. As for me, | didn’t like
history when | was in school; now | enjoy it, leamning
more about my community.

(Editor’s note: Viv, a SHS member and now age
81, volunteers by working with troubled teens through
the Salvation Army four days a week, and also with the
Minnesota Horticultural Society for one day. ShoreViews
welcomes more stories from early Shoreview residents




