“preserving today for tomorrow”

April 2002

-- Membership Meeting April 16--
Christensen Family Arboretum
Gave Way to TC Arsenal Creation

Dr. Jonas J. Christensen---who died in 1964 at :

age 72 and left a legacy of academic research at the
University of Minnesota-—-was a former landowner and
plant scientist on a Mounds View farm.

His life and contributions and times in the
community will be discussed at the Shoreview Histor-
ical Society’s general membership meeting at 7 p.
m. Apr. 16 at the Council Chambers.

Christensen was known for work in two basic
food problems: understanding genetics of micro-
organisms that damage food crops; and developing
new disease resistant crop varieties. His research was
both extensive and intensive, and much of his study
was devoted to improve food production. He gained
many academic honors. Students came from around
the world to study with him.

Prior to WW II, Christensen’s small farm was
in later became the Twin Cities Arms Plant. JJ, as he
was called by friends, developed a family arboretum
with trees and plants in dozens of varieties.

Renee Christensen, JJs’ daughter-in-law, will
lead the discussion. “While | didn’t know him too well,
as | married his son in 1970, | know of many of his
accomplishments, and times in our community,” she
said. “| am anxious to know others who might have
worked with him.“ Renee, a member of the SHS
board, has many photos and documents of JJ to share
at the meeting. It was in the mid-1930s that the
Christensens purchased 40 acres of land which also
had a farmhouse and other buildings. The submarginal
sandy soil seemed ideal for an arboretum and nursery.
J J. planted more than 100
. varieties of trees and plants
including ginkgo & eucalyptus.
 In 1941, when the govermment
claimed the land, Christensen
along with the other farmers,
% had just weeks to move his
nursery. Former residents who
¥ remember the nursery are
| especially encouraged to attend
the SHS program.

Christensen, who eamed
{continued on page 2)

Dr. J. J. Christensen

Roofers apply special cedar wood shingles to the
Lepak/Larson home on County Road |, typical of roofing
used when the home was built. Restoration work

continues this spring. See SHS Newsnotes on page 3.

+ Marking Our Birthday—45 Years Old

if you’ve noticed, the SHS display case in the
Community Center highlights the year 1957—when the
city was born, 45 years ago this month. SHS board
member Peg Wedell has included fun many items
from that year—when citizens voted Shoreview be
separated from Mounds View. City documents,
newspapers-and other items remind us of the fabulous
year. Other events, like the Slice of Shoreview will

{note our 45™ during 2002. if you tave ideas for future

displays with a historical theme, let Peg know. More
about our birthday on page 2.




From the President

Trees Help Define a Community
It is not a coincidence that this month’s

membership program was chosen to honor
Jonas J, Christensen, famous botanistand
scientist. Trees, gardens-and nature-are-an
- honored part of our commun-
ity andit is part of our identity
and history. After the loss of
#1 so many trees during that hor
§ rible 1998 tornado, our com-
munity mourned as one.
Our board has made dona-
tions to Friends of the Parks & Trails for
trees in memory of the spouses of board
members Doris Claeys and Ken Hoff. These
commemorative trees will be planted in
Shoreview. For more information about pur-
chasing a commemorative tree, call (651)
698-4543.

A recent article in a local paper
described the process of nominating trees to
the Living Witness Program, the national
register of famous and historic trees. The
Shoreview Historical Society is considering
nominating the two Bur Oaks, located on
Tanglewood Ave, east of Hodgson Rd, that
stand as sentries for the late Hill Farm
School, forerunner to the Snail Lake School.

April 2002 is especially significant in
Shoreview because it is our 45" Anniversary.
The year was 1957: The year of the “Cat in
the Hat”, Elvis Presley and the famous ‘57
Chevrolet. SHS secretary Don Follett would
marry his lovely wife _Charlene; Vice
President Ken Hoff was playing football on
the Mounds View High School Mustangs; the
school would also have its first graduating
classes. New _board member Renee
Christensen would graduate from high
school. | was a 6™ grade school at the brand
new Island Lake school, much more interest-
ed in Nancy Drew than in politics and local
events. To share your memories of 1957,
please email Peggy Wedell at
dickmarg@aol.com or call 651- 484-6234.

——————Jacci Krebsbach

Happy Birthday: Shoreview is 45in April

In 1957, a citizen’s group petitioned the Ramsey
County Board of Commissioners to ask for the incorporation of
the village of Shoreview which was then approved by a citizens’
vote in-April—853 to 748. That separated the community from
Mounds View Township, formed in 1858 when Minnesota
became a state; Shoreview’s poputation was then 5,231.

On April 23 Shoreview was officially incorporated, and
Ken Hanold was elected the first mayor the next month.

In 1974, Shoreview became a city through-an-act of the
State Legislature. The city had more than a 14,000 population
at the time—and now we have more than 27,000 residents.
Shoreview is the fourth largest community in Ramsey County
and the 26" in the state. Happy Birthday !!
Jonas Christensen-April program— continued

Christensen, who eamed his bachelor’s degree in 1921
and his doctorate in 1925, served as chairman of the Plant
Pathology-and Botany Department foreight years and was at
the U for 41 years before retiring in 1961. Of Danish descent,
Christensen was bomn and raised with nine other siblings in
Hutchinson, MN. He taught in a country school near Mercer,
ND., before coming to the University of Minnesota.

e

Appraiser Dan Erickson assesses the value of a pair of rare
bowls for a Trash or Treasure Fair attendee last quarter. The
event, co-sponsored by the Shoreview and New Brighton
Historical societies, attracted about 500.




SHS Newsnotes

+ Restoration Resolution on Larson Home. SHS board has approved a resolution to support the
restoration of the Larson/Lepak house. At its February meeting, the board said it “supports and endorses the
grant application to the Minnesota Historical Society State Grants-in-aid program.” Melissa Joyce, assistant city
planner, has coordinated the work on the house, including interior and exterior rehabilitation work this past
quarter. It is expected the home will be ready for occupancy by a local housing agency office by May. Roofing
with wood cedar shingles, characteristic of the time when it was built, is done. The floors have been retained after
resanding, except in the bathroom where a special hexagon tile is being laid. The home’s interior wiring will be
brought up to code. SHS, of course, has been a long time advocate for retention and eventual restoration of the
home which has had the strong support of the City of Shoreview. A summer Open House is planned.

+ Community Center Expansion Plan. The Shoreview Community Center built 12 years ago has been an
important historical milestone in the city’s growth. Shoreview city officials have asked for citizen input on its
proposal to expand the the center’s complex to better meet the growing needs of residents. The proposal comes
from a study conducted for more than a year. About a half million persons visit the center, including nearly two
thirds from outside of Shoreview. Visitors pay an additional fee for recreational uses. A new fitness and exercise
center, additional banquet and meeting space, an outdoor plaza and pavilion for group picnicking and community
events and an improved year-around skate park are planned. A preliminary budget put the project cost at $5 5
million and it would be financed through the city’s long range Park Improvement Fund.

+ SHS Membership. Tell your friends about the Shoreview Historical Society. They will want to be SHS
members too. Remember, we work to preserve those worthwhile things of a historical nature in our community,
program four membership education meetings a year, distribute a quarterly newsletter and participate in activities
such as the Slice of Shoreview, the community information fair, and others. Annual membership dues continue
to be a bargain—maybe a nice birthday present: $10 for an adult; family for $12; senior citizens for $8 and
corporate membership for $100.

+ Storing History. The SHS has rented a larger pace at North Star mini storage, thanks to a generous
contribution from the City of Shoreview. Since we are without a museum, safe storage of donated items in critical.
Some of our donated items will be on display at the Larson/Lepak Open House this summer.

+ In Memoriam. + Lowell Noreen, 85, died Jan 21. He is survived by his wife Moraine; and sister Evelyn.

+ Annabelle Bocklund, 84, died Jan 28. She is survived by husband Clarence; daughter Vesta; and son Michael;
grandchildren; and great grandchildren. + Donald MacKenzie, 85, died Feb. 14 and is survived by wife Margaret;
son Richard, and daughters Susan and Jan; grandchildren and great grandchildren. + John Thurner, 81, died
Feb. 9. Survived by daughter Patti; sons Scott and Michael; grandchildren and one grandchild. + Dexter Krueger
90, is survived by daughter Joanna; son Jon; grandchildren; and a great grandchild; brother Stanley and sisters
Doris Hendrickson and Mayfred Denny + Murial Johnson died Feb. 20 and is survived by husband Edward;
daughters Karin, Karleen and Susan; and sons Richard and Robert; grandchildren; and great grandchildren; and
sister Ardis Holmgren. + Naomi Meyer, 90, died Mar.7 and is survived by son Neal; grandchildren and great
grandchildren. + Merville Young, 80, died Mar. 17. He is survived by his wife Ellie; daughter Saundra; sons
Thomas and Michael; and grandchildren. + Raymond Bot, 82, died Mar. 23. He is survived by his wife June;
daughters Becky and Cherrie; sons John and Richard; grandchildren; great grandchildren; and brother John.

+ It's Tax Deductible. Please consider a tax deductible contribution to the Shoreview Historical Society. A
traveling exhibits for local schools and groups are in the planning stage. Contact Doris Claeys 651-484-2970.

+ Help! The SHS is organizing an oral history committee, collecting information through oral interviews of key
Shoreview residents, past and present. If you would like to be a part of that committee, please contact Ken Hoff
(651) 484-7709.




Long-Time Shoreview Resident
John Haggenmiller Marks 100"Birthday

A one-time chemical engineering student and
chicken farmer who later had a career at the Ramsey
county garage, John Haggenmiller, marked his 100"
birthday last quarter.

Haggenmiller’s relatives recalled many of the
achievements in his life during a weekend reception
in his honor. A Shoreview resident for more than 70
years, Haggenmiller, has resided for the last three
years at the Trevilla of New Brighton nursing home in
New Brighton.

Over the years, John has lost his hearing and
communicating with others has changed, but his
children speak with pride of his early and formative
days in Shoreview.

Born and raised in St. Paul, John eventually
came to build a home near his parents’ cabin on | ake
Owasso, north of the current boat landing on Owasso
Blvd. As a youth he had earlier raised a few chickens
and rabbits, says his daughter Carol Osterbauer of
New Brighton. He raised chickens, after having to
drop out of the University of Minnesota as a promising
chemical engineering student. In 1934, he married
Esther Nelson of Scanlon, who died in 1999 at age 97.

An arsonist burned down John’s new, modern
poultry building, forcing him to reassess his future.
That brought him in 1934 to become a heavy
equipment operator at the Ramsey County Highway
garage, located then at Arlington Ave. and Rice St.

“He was kind of a ‘gearhead’, intrigued by
mechanical things,” says Carol, and he also served as
a mechanic, finally retiring in 1969 with his last job as
a watchman. “He was even called when the building’s
boiler had a problem,” Carol recalls. “He became a
‘jack of trades and master of all’.”

Inventive in his work, Haggenmiller was
instrumental introducing new and more efficient
blacktop mixing in the days of changing the county’s
gravel roads to blacktop.

Later, John could drive his model A car just a
few blocks_to the new highway garage built in 1949 at
Rice and Owasso Blvd. However, Carol, her brother
and sister couldn’t visit their dad at the garage for
safety reasons, she recalls.

When John was 14, and while checking his
rabbit traps near Como and Snelling avenues in St. ~,
Paul on a winter day, he came upon an abandoned =

new born baby; the event made front page headlines
in the St. Paul Dispatch. The baby was saved after
John’s family called authorities, primarily his uncle,
Ramsey County Sheriff. Years later, as a county road

grader operator, Haggenmiller came upon an elderly
woman in the ditch stricken by the cold; he put his coat
around her, and called authorities to rescue her.
John resided on Lake Owasso’s shores, and
he was more interested in building than in fishing or
lake-activities, recalls Carol. “He built-a canoe when he
was young and still reroofed the house when-he was
85---and insisted on ‘doing itright’,” she adds, "passing
up help offered from younger members of the family.”
About 50 family members and friends visited
John at his reception. Carol visits him daily at the
Trevilla home where he “remains upbeat and would
welcome any letters of greeting sent to him.”

John is surrounded by his children Marian {Puetz) Jack
and Carol {(Osterbauer), and great grandson Michael.

John is photographed with a -new road grader aftera
hot-summer’s work day in 1940.




