Shorewew s 45“' Year

“preserving today for tomorrow”

Co-op Effort with New Brighton Historical Society
‘Trash or Treasure Antique

Show’ is Set for Feb. 3

The 4™ annual Trash or Treasure Fair returns to
the New Brighton Family Service Center from 2 to 5
p.m. Feb 3. An expanded line-up of experts and
appraisers will examine ireasures o help determine
their potential value.

Large crowds are expected again, say the
planners. Here's your chance 1o bring that old relic or
colorful dish and have experts assess its background
and value. Find out when your great-grandfather’s
pocket watch was made and what it is worth.

“The idea behind the show is io perhaps
discover you have something of value—and have a little
fun doing it,” says Jacci Krebsbach, SHS coordinator
for the event. Participants are encouraged to limit
requests to one item per expert.

Visit the SHS display in the community center.
Organized by SHS board member Peg Wedell, it
typifies items brought to the appraisal event.

Again a number of specialists on a variety of
antiques will be on hand, she said. See article on
experts below. The antique event is somewhat
patterned after PBS-TV’s traveling antique show which
has attracted large audiences .
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Making Way for the New. The Administration
Building, the last remaining structure of the Lake
Owasso Residence (formerly the Preventorium) was
demolished in the fall of 2001.The two year project,
scheduled for summer 2002 completion, will feature
residence homes and a new administration building.
Employees and nearby neighbors were among those
viewing the razing. See story on page 2.

‘Weather Permitting’ is Title for New
History Center Exhibit Starting Jan. 20

Paying homage to the state’s extreme in
temperatures, the Minnesota History Center will
underscore Minnesota citizens’ ongoing endurance
with the elements.

The exhibit—Weather Permitting--- starts Jan.
20 and will feature information, photos and displays
ranging from ice fishing and ice harvesting in the state
years ago to water skiing and fighting floods.

Potential Development Discussed

For Rice St.- 694 Interchange
The City of Shoreview and other agencies are
studying for potential major changes for land devel-
opment at the Rice St., 1-694, and County Road E
intersection---one of the city’s busiest and best known,
even prior to the coming of the freeway in 1963.
(continued page four)




FROM THE PRESIDENT

RECALLING AN INTERSECTION
ne of this newsletter’s cover stories describes
the potential changes planned for the
Rice/694 intersection. This ambitious project

is necessary to address intense traffic problems that

strangle the.area daily. In our memoriam item on pg.3,
brief mention is given the Dec. 7 death of Joseph

Sacco, a former Shoreview businessman.Two seem-

ingly unconnected stories, but that is not the case.

, Let’s look back to that intersection
| before the coming of 694: County
. Rd.E was an east-west road
that passed under the Soo Line
tracks to connect up with Soo St.
and proceed west. On the cement
| walls of the bridge or “viaduct” was
the warning: “Sound Your Horn.”

The yellow Sacco family home and property
were located on the south west corner of Rice & E.
There, son Joe built a brick building with a grocery
store below and an apartment for his young family
above.

When he out grew that space, he purchased
property across E to the north and built the first
supermarket in Shoreview with shopping carts on
wheels, a new invention. High school boys got their
first jobs as carry out boys. My husband, Mike, worked
for Joe in the early 1950s. Residents remember when
emerging businessman Gino Palucci visited to give
pizza samples. Children bought penny candy and
popsicles. The original block building became,
among other things, an antique store and a variety
store. Restin peace, Joe.-—----------- ----Jacci Krebsbach

Steve Osman, Ft. Snelling historian (left), spoke with
descendants of early Ft. Snelling area residents after his
SHS presentation on the Fort last quarter. (Left to right)
Ralph Adair, the great-great grandson of early Ft.
Snelling area settler Charles Perry; Ralph’s mother,
Ida Adair; Jewell Martin, and Chick Gaffy, the great-
granddaughter of Perry. Perry was among the settlers
living near the Fort before moving to property now in
Shoreview. Osman has spent 30 years at the Fort,
furnishing the site and developing and managing
public programs. Ft. Snelling, of course, was an active
site in the state’s early years, important in the
development of the Twin Cities and the upper midwest.

RAWL LINES CAME TO SHOREVIEW IN 1880s
The first railroad lines in the Shoreview area were
built in the 1880s. John Wald’s History of Shoreview

notes that the St. Paul and Minneapolis lines of the
Minneapolis, Sault St. Marie and Atlantic Railway
bet- ter known as the Soo Line came together at
Cardigan Junction where the line’s first station house
was built.

SHS Acquires Owasso Residence Old Furnishings for Larson House

The Lake Owasso Residence officials have contributed a number of old furniture pieces and household
items to the Shoreview Historical Society, while in the process of moving to new quarters.

Jacci Krebsbach, who is working with CTV and the residence to produce a documentary on the long-time
organization and its services, said the pieces will be retained in the Art Larson/August Lepak historic home on
County |, near Lexington Ave., now being restored. The home was purchased by the city a year ago and is being
fully restored. The pieces contributed by the Owasso residence include desks, a file cabinet, shelving, a
conference table and other items “ that will fit well in their new surroundings”, says Jacci.

The furnishings will be utilized by the Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation, a new occupant of the
building. While many plans are yet to be developed, the SHS expects to be able to utilize the structure to focus
on historical events in Shoreview. “The society is always on the lookout for items of an period nature which have
a special meaning to Shoreview and this area,” says Jacci.




SHS NewsNOTES

+ 100" Anniversary. On Aug. 24-25, the Gospel Hill Camp, located on the shores of Snail Lake, will celebrate
its 100" anniversary. Former campers are invited to attend the reunion and picnic. The SHS will also hold its
annual picnic during the weekend; more information later.

+ Images of Shoreview. The historical photo book issued last year, depicting the early times in the Shoreview
area, continues to be on sale at area bookstores, Arden Plaza Pharmacy and at City Hall. SHS board members
also sold the book at the Northern Lights Holiday concert last month at Bethel College. Other historical items,
such as a map of the early farms on the property now occupied by the Arsenal, are also for sale.

+ Greater Minneapolis Metropolitan Housing Corporation at Lepack/Larson home. The Greater
Minneapolis Metro Housing Corp. has signed a three-year lease agreement with the City of Shoreview o occupy
the old Art Larson home, now being restored at Lexington Ave. and County |. Formerly operating out of northeast
Minneapolis, the housing resource center will provide help to homeowners and is expected to operational by the
spring of this year. The center will serve Shoreview and other area communities as well. The center provides
financial and technical help with housing and home improvements. The home, built in 1896, has received grants
to help in its restoration. SHS was active in supporting retention of the home as a community asset when it was
purchased by the city a year ago. Ramsey County says the home is one a few remaining late 19" century
farmhouses constructed from Chaska brick. Restoration of the building is expected to be completed by May. Also,
Ramsey County plans to reroute County | west of the Lexington Ave. intersection o go Jjust south of the home,
changing from its present location running north of the house.

+ In Memoriam. (Historical ShoreViews notes those Shoreview area residents, age 80 or more, whose deaths were
reported in the last quarter. Many have been long-time contributors to the community.) + Joseph Sacco, 81, died
Dec. 7. A former Shoreview businessmen (see Shore Views, Jan.1998), he is survived by his wife Catherine;
daughter Frances; son John; brother Antonio; grandchildren; and great-grandchildren. + Leonard Blees, 82, died
Nov. 27. He is survived by his wife Mary; sons Michael, John, Peter, Daniel and David; daughters Margo, Jane,
Rita, Annette and Camille; brother Albert; and grandchildren. + Kenneth Ward, 93, died Nov. 11. He is survived
by his wife Virginia; sons David and Tom; daughters Cheryl and Linda; 10 grandchildren; 16  great- grandchildren;
and a great-great-grandchild. + Lillian Chapman,82, died Nov. 3. She is survived by son Michael; daughter Marijo;
and brother Roger. + Pearl Baller, died Nov. 8. She was 94. She is survived by daughter Beverly; and son Paul;
and grandchildren. + Martha Standaert, 83, died Oct. 21. She is survived by sons James and Robert; sisters Luella,
Leona, Florence, and Gloria; brothers James, Ronald, and Richard; grandchildren; and great-grandchildren. +
Helen Heineman, 86, died Oct. 9. She is survived by many nieces and nephews.+ Leevi Harp, 84, died Oct. 7. He
is survived his wife Viola; brother Henry; daughter Beverly; son Robert; grandchildren; and great-grandchildren.
+ Helen Russell, 92, died Oct. 2. She is survived by son Keith; daughter Julianne; grandchildren; and great-
grandchildren. + George King, 84, died Sep. 24. He is survived by his wife Margaret; daughters Margaret, Jane,
and Barb; son John; and grandchildren.

+ Bringing the Sunshine. The SHS is forming a “sunshine” committee to help the membership keep abreast
of Shoreview individuals and families who would appreciate a word of encouragement during a time of sorrow
or stress. If you would like to coordinate the committee, please call Jacci Krebsbach, 651-483-2416.

+ Renee Christensen, new SHS board member, has been named to serve out the term of Terry Carlson, who
recently resigned from the board, due to other time demands.

+SHS Display Case SHS maintains a regular display in the Shoreview Community Center which is coordinated
by Peg Wedell. The current display features antiques. Future displays will emphasize graduation and will also
reflect back on 1957--- the 45" Anniversary of Shoreview. If you have some interesting collectibles or thoughts
from that era, let Peg know.




Rice St. intersection—continued

If and when implemented it
wil mean a major character
change in the intersection’s lands-
cape and have implications to
residents in the area. Planners
said any implementation could be
many years away, and urban
designers ,said they were just
reviewing concepts only at this
point.

An information meeting on
the proposed changes was held at
Shoreview City Hall Nov.29.

In addition to Shoreview
City planners and consultants,
representatives from Ramsey
County, Minnesota Department of
Transportation, metro area public
transit, and others who have been
part of a study group, were at the
meeting.

Several planned develop-
ment proposals were studied by a
task force comprised of citizens
from Shoreview, Vadnais Heights,
and Little Canada and they include
adding multi-dwelling housing and
small businesses both north and
south of 1-694.

The County Highway public
works site plans to vacate its area
at the southwest quadrant of the
intersection in 2004, making about
12 acres available for develop-
ment.

The newly-proposed plans
are aimed at introducing new
business opportunities at the
corner, helping traffic flow, while
providing new taxes for the city.

In a separate but key
related County project, the current
Rice St. (Hwy 49) bridge across
the freeway is also to be rebuilt
2004.

The planners said the
development project would also
affect W. Vadnais Blvd. east of
Rice St in the plans, the new
sector would be connected by an
added bridge crossing the freeway
on the west end of the area near
Soo Ave. on the south side.

The general roadway plan

needs to be locked in with final
recommendations due in Feb-
ruary, says Kathleen Nordine,
Shoreview city planner. Other city
offices are involved in the process.

There is no immediate plan
to widen Highway 49 between
Minnesota Highway 96 and 694.

Nordine said the public
input was valuable and that
planners have incorporated some
of the points discussed at the
meeting into their proposals.

The coming of the freeway
in 1963 meant many traffic and
road rerouting changes for the city,
including this intersection.

Long-time area residents
recall when just a few stores
(some still there) were at the Rice
St. & County E intersection, and
woodlands flourished where the
freeway was constructed.

One store, Sacco’s Super
Market, the first of its type, was in
the mini-mall called the Shoreview
Center at the intersection in the
1950s. Later, it was Schiller's
Market. It is now occupied by an
auto parts store. Several of the
plans call for retention of the mini-
mall shops.

While it may be the wish of
some area residents, as express-
ed at the meeting, to maintain the
status quo, the reality is that the
area is seen as prime for either
higher density housing or small
businesses.

Whatever development plan
is implemented, any action could
be years away, said Jan Bunde,
Shoreview citizen, who was on the
study committee.

Minnesota’s Historic Days

The Minnesota Historical
Society can tell you what happen-
ed on any day in Minnesota
history. Find out by going to the
website www.mnhs.org to see what
did happen. Also a book, The
Minnesota Book of Days, by Tony
Greiner has been published.

SHS Board Member
Ken Hoff Has Lived Much
Of Shoreview’s History
S HS board member Ken Hoff is

among a dwindling number of
Shoreview residents whose
ancestors were in
the community sin-
ce the beginning
of the 20™ century.
His great-grand-
father came to
the area in 1903
after farming near

Ken Hoff Northfield, and his
his grandfather and father Harold
continued to live here as well and
went on to operate a small trucking
business. The 60-acre family farm
near Victoria St. and County E was
eventually sold in the early 1940s
and later evolved into a residential
area.

Ken is among those who
were at the SHS’s formation meet-
ings in 1991 and has been a board
member for more than five years.

“l-enjoy meeting and talking
with people from the early days of
Shoreview and my youth,” says
Ken, who serves the board as an
“unofficial information resource”
on long-ago area property changes
and early settlers.

A graduate of Mounds View
High School, Ken also attended St.
Cloud State University, Dunwoody
Institute and St. Paul Technical
College before going on to a long
career with North Star Steel In St.
Paul, retiring in 1991.

Drawn back to the com-
munity where his roots were, Ken
and his wife Eunice married in
1961, buiit a home adjacent to his
parents home and near old District
28 school in 1965. He continues to
reside there, across the street from
Isiand Lake School where his three
children Jason, Heidi and Barron
attended.

Ken also attended Snail
Lake grade schools. Some of
those memories were recorded in
a July 1996 newsletter.




