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From the President
Wars Mean Home Front Impacts

I I istory has a way of insulating us

from suffering. When we read

about the Perry, Gervais and
Guerin families’ struggles with farming
near Ft. Snelling in the mid-1800s, we
are removed from their daily trials. As
the young settlers faced the American-
Indian wars or prepared to send family
members to fight in the Civil War, the
personal stories are obliterated by facts:
numbers of soldiers, location of battles,
casualties of war, etc.

In 1941, with America poised at
the brink of its second World War, the
property owners on the yet- to-be-built
arsenal property were forced to sell
their land because it was needed by the
nation for a munitions site. The loss of
home and livelihood becomes a fact
and not just a feeling.

Today, with the recent terrorist
tragedies, we are all reeling with emo-
tion. We are not ready for facts and
numbers. America will prevail because
Americans do prevail. How will history
write the story? What will the historians
say? What can they say?

SHS Marks a Successful 10" Year

On this, the 10" year of the
Shoreview Historical Society, we can
look back on a successful year. Trash
or Treasure |ll was well attended and
now has become an annual event
(Trash or Treasure |V will be Feb. 3,
2002, New Brighton Family Center.)

Two educational programs from
the Minnesota Historical Society were
included in this year’s program sched-
ule. In April, Harriet Bishop told of her
early life in St. Paul and, to our surprise,
we found a Shoreview connection in her
past. The upcoming Ft. Snelling slide
presentation will explain the history and
restoration of the Fort.  (con’t page 2)

Ft. Snelling Historian is October SHS Speaker

Time: 7 p-m.
Date: October 15—Monday
Place: Shoreview Community Center

Sometimes SHS brings you historical presentations about
area personalities and events in places outside of Shoreview. The
idea is that those events usually impact upon Shoreview and the
greater community.

That's the case this month, when Stephen Osman, Fort
Snelling Historian, comes to talk about the days of the Fort, from its
beginning in the early settlement of Minnesota to present day.
Osman has worked 30 years at the site. There’s a Shoreview
connection as some early settlers—Guerin, Gervais, Perry families-—-
in the Ft. Snelling area eventually moved to Shoreview, Little Can-
ada and Arden Hills, respectively.

Come early for refreshments.

These soliders are “on duty” for regular assignment during
reenactment of life at Ft. Snelling more than a century ago. (Minne-
sota Historical Society photo.)

Society Seeks Board Members for New Year

Persons interested in serving on the SHS board are invited
to let any of the current board members know. Elections of ofﬂcers‘
on the new board will be in January. '

Current president is Jacci Krebsbach. Board meetings are|

'held monthly, except when replaced by quarterly membership|

programs. Board members are listed on the bottom of page 2.




SHS NewsNOTES

+ Information Fair. SHS will staff an information booth on Oct. 2 as part of the City of Shoreview
Information Fair at the Shoreview Community Center. The SHS booth will explain the purposes of the society
and invite-visitors to leam more about the history of their community. Images of Shoreview, the new photo
book of Shoreview will be on sale as will other materials produced by the society.

+ Images of America: Shoreview, Minnesota. The photo book of early Shoreview and its early families
produced by Verna Rusler of Shoreview, is on sale at most area bookstores, plus through City Hall or the SHS.
Vema reports sales “have been going well”. Price of the book is $19.95 at book stores. A special price of $25
provides buyers both a copy of the book and the From Township to Today, the City of Shoreview at 40 Years
video produced by SHS.

+ In Memoriam. (Historical Shore Views notes those Shoreview residents, age 80 or more, whose deaths have been
reported in the last quarter. Many have been long time contributors to the community.) + Dorothy E. Couture, died
Aug. 19. She is survived by daughters Nancy and Yvonne; grandchildren and one great grandchild.+ Charlotte
O. Borg, 84, died Aug. 19. She is survived her daughter Dianne; sons Jim, Larry and Danl; grand children and
great grandchildren. + Rev. Leo Kapphahn died July 30. He was 87. Founder of the St. Odilia Church of
Shoreview, he was residing in Phoenix when he died. He is survived by a sister, Margaret Hurley; and brother
Frederick. + James Hansen, 86, died July 26. He is survived by daughters Sharen, Kathy and Peggy; a son
James; brothers Leon, Robert, and sister Dorothy Hansen; and grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Ann
Biggs, 93, died July 16. She is survived by her husband Doyle; sons Doyle, Jr.; Merle; sisters Mary Cordes;
Bertha Olson; Francis Finnigan, and Viola Harp; and grand children, great grandchildren, and one great
grandchild. + Zona Hopps, 88, died last April. She is survived by her husband Richard; daughter Beverly; and
grandsons and great grandsons.+ George Indykiewicz, 81, (New Brighton) died Sept. 6.He is survived by his wife
Eleanor; daughters Judy, Jean, Beverly, and Barbara; and sons Harris and Ambrose.

+Larson House Renovation. The near 105 year-old former home of Shoreview’s Art Larson is undergoing
restoration, thanks to a $93,000 Community Development Block grant awarded for the work. The site will be used
by the Housing Resource Center. The City of Shoreview purchased the home in 2000. Overall, the structure is
in good condition, but will be improved through the restoration.

+ New SHS Members. Several new members have signed up with SHS. They are Charles Bennett; Patty
Bouley; Carol Bourquin; Patt Bruzza; Teri Gillette; Terry Wasiluk; Kathy Hudella; Sandra Meyer; Ruth
Powers;Patrick Robertson; and Bob and Karen Weyandt. SHS also revised some membership rates at a recent
board meeting. All persons over age 55 will be charged the Seniors membership rates of $8 per year.

From the President continued—

In the Slice of Shoreview parade, board member Ken Wingard portrayed Shoreview’s first resident,
Socrates Thompson (see page 4). The first book about Shoreview--- Images of Shoreview-—debuted at the Slice
and features more than 150 historical photos. In August, SHS partnered with Arden Hills and New Brighton on
a potluck picnic on arsenal property. Former landowners and their families were invited and honored. Buses took
guests on a tour of the grounds. Maps of the original landowners are for sale at each community’s city hall.

—Jacci Krebsbach
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Walking the Line. More than 180 picnickers came to enjoy an eight-table long buffet out on the USAR training
center as part of the Shoreview and New Brighton historical societies combined picnic that was, hosted by Arden
Hills. The site was used when grounds weren’t ready at the new Arden Hills City Hall site. In addition, buses
transported attendees around the Twin Cities Arsenal Plant, whose construction started 60 years ago.

Schutta Family Members See Old Farm

Site for First Time in SHS Bus Tour

When Frank Schutta took the bus ride back
into the Twin Cities Arsenal grounds last quarter
during the SHS picnic, it was the first time he had been
on the 20 acres of land once owned by his
grandfather, also named Frank.

Now age 67, Schutta was only eight years old
when WW || started. His grandfather's farm was first
sold to the Geisbauer family in 1933, and resold in
1941 along with farms owned by brothers, George and
John. “They were given short notice, and not a very
good price,” Frank recalls about the 1941 sale.

Frank remembers his father finding numerous
Indian arrowheads among the sandy dunes in the
area. Mostly the farm produced hay and vegetables.

Three Generations of the
Schutta family were at the SHS
picnic, bringing along a model of
their family farm once on the
arsenal site. First row, left to
right, Kevin Price, Eric Schutta,
Ashley Mcintyre, Sarah Schutta,
Kathryn Price, and Emilee
Schutta. 2nd row: Sue Hadtrath
Price, unknown, Rose Schutta,
and Stephanie Schutta. Back row:
Jennifer Hadtrath, Debbie Schutta
Skiba, Angie Skiba, Diane
Jezierski, Mary Jo Schutta Mcin-
tyre, Tammy Schutta, Nicki Skiba,
Mark Schufta, Syvia Schutta-
Hadtrath, Paul Schutta, Frank
Schutta, Jr, Mike Mcintrye and
Steve Skiba.




Sage Settler ‘Socrates’ Shows for ‘Slice of Shoreview’ Saturday Saunter

The first known Shore-
view settier—Socrates
Thompson—SHS'’s re-
enactor Ken Wingard,
was on hand to cele-
brate one of Shore-
view's most important
events—the Slice of
Shoreview parade.The
blue and white balloon
-decorated horse-drawn
carriage also had a SHS
marching contingent
coordinated by Barb
Kast. In top photo,
that’s Sccrates in back,
with hat and bow tie,
joined by author Verna
Rusler in bonnet.Later,
they were at the SHS
booth, bottom photo,
with SHS treasurer
Doris Claeys. SHS
members and friends
marched along side of
the carriage during the
warm morning Satur-
day. About 75 units
were in the traditional
parade down Victoria
Ave. to Island Lake
Park.
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Minnesota History Center Provides Classes on Discovering, Writing Your Family History

The Minnesota History Center is providing a
series of classes designed for the lay person to
capture his family’s history.

Four classes are offered in October. The one-
hour classes will be held in the MacMillan Education
Center on the second floor of the History Center.
Instructors are Jim and Paula Stuart Warren, nationally
‘recognized genealogical researchers, lecturers and
writers.

The classes include:

+ Writing Your Family History in Small Manageable
Pieces. 10 to 11:30 a.m. Oct6
+ Salt Lake City! Using the Resources of The Family
History Library From Near or Far. 12:30 to 2 p.m. Oct
6.

+ Vital Records and Substitutes: Fundamental Tools
for Family History. 10 to 11:30 a.m. Oct. 8; and

+ U.S. Census Beyond Basics. 12:30-2 p.m. Oct. 8

All classes are $7 for MHS members and $9 for
non members. Registration will be taken at the door if
space is available. For more information call Warren
Research at 651-644-6581, Fax: 651-644-0883 or
email: warrren@spacestar.com.

Minnesota History on The Internet

Historians and others can now tap into an
extensive wealth of local and state historical
information on the Minnesota Historical Society’s web
site. Among the data base materials are: Historic
Preservation: www.mnhs_org/preserve/shpo; Roadside
Architecture: www.mnhs.org/places/other; Death
Certificates database: hitp://people.mnhs.org/dci;
National Register of Historic Places:
http://nrhp.mnhs.org; and many others. The society’s
web site is at: www.mnhs.org.




