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From the President

A Funny Thing Happened

On the Way to a Book
l t's hard to believe that The

Shoreview Historical Society
(SHS) is already celebrating

its 10" Anniversary. Over the

years,we've printed a self-direct-
ed car tour of Shoreview, made

a historical video and this July

will publish our first book:/Images
of America— Shoreview Minne-

sota. in a compilation of more
than 150 photos, the book ex-

plores the 99 years from territory

to city.

As part of our research,

members have been reading

their home abstracts.As you can
see on the next column, Peggy
and Dick Wedell’s abstract yield-
ed quite a mystery: How did Ms.
Harriet Bishop come to our prop-
erty this far north? Another ab-

stract, this one from the Turtle

Lake County Beach area, shows
that Shoreview’s “First Father—

Socrates Thompson” was an

early landowner.We encourage
members to read their abstracts
and list the land transactions or

copy the pages for our files.

In the next few months,
the community will say goodbye
to the old buildings of the Lake
Owasso Residence (Preventori-
um). | have enjoyed touring the
old structures, photgraphing the

architectural treasures that re-
main. It is hoped some will be

incorporated in the new struct-

ures or even donated to the

SHS.

(continued on page 4).

Minnesota Historical Society Players
Harriet Bishop--St. Paul’s First Public School
Teacher---Will be Portrayed at April Meeting

Time: 7 p.m.
Date: Monday, April 16, 2001

Place: Shoreview Community Center

A one-time Shoreview landowner, and hailed as St. Paul’s first
public school teacher in 1847, Harriet Bishop's life will be portrayed at the
SHS Apr. 16 program at the Shoreview Community Center.

As part of the Minnesota State Historical Society’s (MHS)
interpretative history program, a history player portrays Ms. Bishop in
1840s costume and character. Players engage their audiences in
dialogue, illustrating historical themes and change---asking as many
questions as they answer.

The “Tales of the Territory” MHS
program features Ms. Bishop regaling her
audiences about stories of teaching in the
1840s when she arrived in the city from the
east. A graduate of Catherine Beecher's
teacher training course for women in New
York, she responded to a call for a teacher
from Minnesota missionary Thomas
Williamson.

She learned that life in her new St. Paul
home could be both dangerous and
delightful. Her first school house reportedly
housed more rats, snakes and stray chickens
than students. Bishop later wrote about her
experiences in several books, including Floral
Home. She was married in 1858 to John
McConkey and was later divorced. Ms.
Bishop died in 1883 at the age of 66.

Ms. Harriet Bishop Called a “devout Baptist,” committed to
Portrayed by Anna Donaldson (continued on page 4)

_ Harriet Bishop Owned Land in South Shoreview
- SHS8's Peg Wedell has (ﬁscovened that Ms Hamet anbop and her

somh and east of pnesent Connty Road £-'. and Laxington Ave. imm'semon,
including near where the Wedells now live on Richmond Court.

“We have a ot of research yetto do on the property and about Ms

Bishop, and It's very inferesting,” says P%Q, who is coordmatmg the SHS
\April program about Ms. Bishop.




SHS NewsNOTES

+ Progress on Shoreview History Book. The 128 pg book on the History of Shoreview, being produced by
Acadia Publishing Co. is on schedule. Author Verna Rusler and SHS coordinators Doris Claeys and Jacci
Krebsbach say about 180 old photographs have been collected and screened for the publication. Deadline for
copy and photos was last month, and scheduled publication is this July. Thanks to those who have contributed
the use of tHeir photos.

+ A Reunion Picnic.To commemorate the 60" Anniversary of the Twin Cities Arsenal and the 50" year for the
City of Arden Hills, the city will host a Reunion potluck picnic on Aug. 2 on the Arsenal site. This event, sponsored
by the Shoreview and New Brighton area historical societies. Former residents and their relatives are invited as
honored guests.

+ Making Your Contribution to History. Shoreview Historical Society members and non-members alike
are invited to make contributions for purchase of, or maintenance of, preservation artifacts in Shoreview. Friends
of the Park in Shoreview also encourage contributions for the purchase of trees, $50 per young tree, perhaps
in the memory of a loved one. There can be other opportunities to both beautify Shoreview and support a
memorial. The Minnesota Historical Society also accepts contributions for the purchase of items for its collection.

+ In Memoriam. ShoreViews notes those long time residents of Shoreview over the age of 80 who have died
in the previous quarter. + Donald Claeys, 84, died Feb.13. He is survived by his wife Doris; daughter Jeanene
Munsterman; son Douglas; brothers Joseph and James; and six grandchildren and one great-grandchild. + Doris
Gangl, 83, died on Dec. 17. She is survived by her husband William; son Bill; and grandchildren.+Russell Kenneth
Johnson, died Mar. 5. He is survived by his wife Hazel; daughters Barbara and Beverly; sister Anna Mae
Johnson; and grandchildren. + Edward Maranda, 88, died on Jan. 8. He is survived by his wife Mary; sons Edward
Jr., Joel, Patrick, and Michael; daughters Mary Beth, Nanette, Colleen, Kathleen; and grandchildren and great
grandchildren. +Beatrice Miley, 84, died on Feb. 2. She is survived by son Dennis and daughter Melissa; and
grandchildren and great grandchildren. + Dean Lundholm, 87, died Jan. 28. He is survived by a brother Bruce;
sons Neil, Dennis; daughter Diane; and grandchildren and great grandchildren.

+ Art Larson House Update. The City of Shoreview is considering leasing the property near Lexington Ave
and County |, to a non-profit organization for use as a housing resource center. This will preserve the house in
public ownership and all Shoreview to access grant funding for primary restoration efforts. The house was
discussed at Mar. 26 City Council meeting.

+ Learning About Your Ancestors. The Minnesota Historical Society offers a number of educational and
general interest workshops for members or non-members in April. A session entitled “Ancestors Hanging on Your
Family Tree: Using Court and Institutional Records” will be 10 to 11:30 a.m. Apr. 28. at the center. Every family,
past and present, has had its problems and tough times, and many court records document some of those times
and can contain family history details. $9 for non-members.

A special all-day session on preservation will be held Apr. 20 in Albert Lea and will feature Preservation
of the Public Memory at the Tum of the Century. Preservation is the theme of the conference at the Country Inn
and Suites. The expert-staffed workshop is open to the public. Lunch and a tour hosted by the Freebormn County
Historical Society is included. Call 651-297-4416 for details. $25 per person.

Historical Shore VIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and
friends. SHS board members are Terry Carison, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Barb Kast, Jacci
Krebsbach, Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You can contribute information by contacting editor Don Follett, 3772
Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126/ Tel: 651-490-7510 e-mail: DHFCVF29@aoLcom To join the society, contact
Doris Claeys, 4957 Hanson Road, Shoreview, MN 55126.




Antique Appraisal Fair is a Big Hit Again!!

At the February Antique Appraisal Fair, (left) watch expert John Moreau shows interest in a special timepiece;
(center) fair visitors Mike Henn, North Oaks, holds an 1873 rifle, and Jonathan Kirst owns a Civil War Union soldier’s
cap; and (right) Susan Sandberg, Arbutus Antiques, examines a fine porcelain dish.

A large tumout greeted antique appraisers at
the Shoreview-New Brighton historical societies fair in
February.

Long lines of folks, each carrying a “treasure or
trash” item, meant for interesting conversation and
some surprises. Most of the experts said they were
wowed with some of the items, including a small brass
fixture and an omate pocket watch, both estimated at
$8,000 each.

Would be collectors were reminded that the
condition of an antique item is more important than its
age; generally it's not good to tamper with or try to
“improve” an item’s condition since that alters its
original state. Several experts set up tables at which
visitors would bring their wares forward, large and
small, to inquire more information about them, not
unlike the growing popular “Antique Road Show”
series on PBS television.

There were long lines at the civil war and
pictures table operated by Rose Galleries. Elsewhere
there were many china and dish pieces, lamps, dolls,
paintings, brass items, oriental wares and one-of-a-
kind art pieces. Some visitors brought several items.

Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president, said “the
event helps underscore the importance of our past
and gets us to exchange stories” sometimes evolving
around antique keepsakes. It was the third annual
fair held by the two societies and second to be held at
the Shoreview Community Center.

As one of SHS’s regular quarterly membership
events, it also served as a nice community mixer, with
refreshments served and chances to gr:=t naghibpors

Expert appraisers included Claire Erickson,
Auntie Claire’s Doll Hospital; Susan Sandberg, Arbutus
Antiques; Tom Goff and Rebecca Bonesteel, Rose
Galleries; Dale Offerman, Antique Clock Shop; John
Morneau, watches; Ross Mattson, Mattsonos Books &
Antiques; Marshall Hillstrom, antique fishing items;
Catherine Vesley, Debris; Carol Hegerman, Antiques
Minnesota; Nancy Cyr, costume and textiles; Art
Oglesby, ivory specialities; Fran Nehring, early glass;
and David Frank, Finders Keepers.

SHS’s Jacci Krebsbach, Doris Claeys, Ken
Wingard and Peggy Wedell helped with arrangements
along with many NBHS volunteers.

Claire Erickson, Auntie Claire’s Doll Hospital Shop, has
a short chat for CTV with Ilrene MacKay, Shoreview,
abeut her turn-of-the-century porcelain doll “Grace”.
" sive parrated same of CTV's footage of the event.




SHVS Marks its 10-Year Anniversary

t was 10 years ago this April that the Shoreview Historical Society was
I incorporated. A small group of persons interested in history and in
Shoreview gathered to launch the society’s first meetings.

Among its very early needs, like any fledgling organizational, was:
a meeting place, an organizational structure, setting dues and defining
purpose. Jacci Krebsbach, current SVHS president, and Doris Claeys,
treasurer, were among the charter board members.

Already in its first year, the society had discussed the possibility of
working to preserve the Art Larson farm buildings in north Shoreview, and
subsequently the City of Shoreview has purchased the property, partially
to retain it as an historical site.

Over the years, the organization has evolved to conducting quarterly
educational meetings for members, increasing membership, encouraging
preservation efforts, and have become immersed in the community’s
programs and growth. It has concentrated on some specific areas of
interest such as oral histories, and retaining the recollections in word and
photo of the area’s early settlers and farmers and business persons.

The group from the beginning has met at City Hall, the Shoreview
library and the Edina Realty, Inc. offices on Churchill Ave. “We faced some
obstacies, as other people had done some early collecting, but early efforts
at a historical society were not successful,” said Claeys.

Jeanene Munsterman, SHS’s first president, did much of the
preparatory work and the required applications for incorporating the
organization. “Early on, we proceeded slowly to assure we were on solid
ground,” says Claeys, who also inherited the society’s early photo collection
work. “We have always had wonderful support from the city government
and staff.”

Members of the first SHS board in 1991 were (left to right, back row) Jeanine
Hayes, Charles Bennett, Connie Shirkey; front row, Nancy Cyr, Doris Claeys,
and Jacci Krebsbach.

Harriet Bishop continued

moral reform, she opened a
Female Seminary in 1850 and
helped establish many char-
itable societies in St. Paul.

She promoted temperance
and woman suffrage throughout
her life.SHS will also promote
the program among area
schools, said SHS board
member Peg Wedell, so come
early for a good seat and for
refreshments.

From the president—continued

The proposed documentary of
the memories of the “Preve” is
approaching the editing phase.
Each interview has been both
touching and inspiring. Robert
C. Vogel & Associates, a pre-
servational planning firm, wiil do
a historical and architectural
study of the buildings, and will
share the result with us.
————Jacci Krebsbach

Early photo work by Connie
Shirkey, left, and Doris Claeys
was begun in 1991 to preserve
valuable photographs for the
Shoreview Historica! Society.




