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From the President
Old Buildings at Lake
Owasso Residence
Mean Many Memories

ecently | attended a
Rneighborhood meeting in

the two-room school-
house on the grounds of the
Lake Owasso Residence. As |
sat in the audience, listening
while the new plans for the
property were explained, | could
not help imagining the school
when it was operating for its
intended purpose.

The slate blackboard is
still in place and the mission
style cupboards hint at days
from long ago. The brass coat
hooks still line the hallway and
the lavatory separates the two
schoolrooms.

Built from rescued lumber
after the fire to the first adminis-
stration building, the school was
covered in red brick so it would
match the other buildings: the
two dormitory structures and the
administration building.

| couldn’t get that evening
out of my mind so | called
director Lou Speggen to ask him
if we could have our annual
potluck picnic in the school-
house on July 18. He graciously
approved my request and has
offered to make some of the
history of the property available.

| also contacted Del Meath,
who has put together a video
and invaluable information about
the Preve. We hope to invite
former “Preve kids” and former
employees.
continued on page four

Historic Buildings in Shoreview
Lake Owasso Residence is Site for
SHS Picnic, Program on July 18

Time: 6 p.m.
Date: July 18, 2000

Place: 210 N. Owasso Blvd. Old 2-Room School House

A potluck picnic on the historical grounds of the Lake Owasso Resi-
dence is set for July 18 the Shoreview Historical Society (SHS).

At the picnic and quarterly membership meeting , SHSers will hear
a brief history of the site and the home. The Residence has been the
subject of past SHS meetings. As always, members are asked to bring
along a potluck dish to share. Beverages and utensils will be provided and
ample parking is available. More than 60 members attended last year's
picnic on Turtle Lake.

Four old buildings of the Lake Owasso Residence, 210 N. Owasso
Blvd., just south of the |-694 and Rice St. intersection, are scheduled to be
remodeled or replaced with modern facilities in the coming year. The
residence began operations more than 100 years ago.

This is a significant change in character of the of the organization
which has worked to meet the needs of Ramsey County development-
mentally disabled residents for more than a century. The buildings
scheduled for demolition date back to the 1920s.

Shoreview City Council in April approved the Residence’s plan to

phase out or improve the four buildings at the cost of about $4.5 million.
continued on e 4

City Purchases Art Larson Home; Studies
Future Options for Former Farm Site

The purchase of former Art Larson home in north Shoreview has
been made by the City of Shoreview and the expectation is that the
residence will be preserved for its historical value.

There are several options for the building’s future disposition, city
officials said, with more study ahead.The Shoreview Historical Society
(SHS) has urged preservation of the structure for the last decade, and
claims that was also Larson’s wish for the house. He died this spring and
the house was made available for sale through his estate.

Tom Simonson, Shoreview assistant city manager, said the
purchase of the site was finalized on June 27. The price of the land parcel
was $322,000, a fair market price, he said.

The city has visualized a use for the property as well, as it figures

continued on page four




SHS NEWSNOTES

4+ HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN SLICE OF SHOREVIEW FESTIVITIES, JULY 28-30. SHS will again
staff a booth at this year's Slice of Shoreview event, set for July 28-30 at Island Lake Park. The booth will be
in the Fire Station at Victoria and County Rd. E. As crowds grow for the Slice, more people have an opportunity
to visit the booth, learn more about their community and its history and maybe even become new SHS members.
The society will also march in the short July 29, Saturday moming parade down Victoria Ave. Barb Kast, SHS
board member, is coordinating the SHS parade unit and is looking for marchers. “Everyone is welcome, SHS
members can bring family friends. It's fun to march”, she says. If you are interested in making the short march,
give her a call at 651-486-9397.

+ THE DAVE GUERIN TEXICO GAS STATION was featured recently in St. Paul Pioneer Press. A
prominent story in the May 14 Pioneer Press by Cynthia Boyd told the story of the Guerin Station and it's joumey
from the 1920s on Rice St. near County Rd. E to the present where the SHS has worked with City of Shoreview
in obtaining and keeping the station. The structure was donated to the SHS by John and Esther Haggenmiller.

+ BOARD LIKES HISTORY THEATER OUTING. Shoreview History Society’s board of directors were
pleased with their visit to the Great American History Theater and said it may sponsor future such programs. In
addition, it has been suggested that a tour of the Twin Cities would make a good outing. Do you have ideas that
the SHS can pursue as part of its information/ education program, while having some fun doing it, let 2 board
member know.

+TERRY CARLSON NEwW SHS BOARD MEMBER Terry Carlson, who has lived his entire life in
Shoreview—in one home—has been elected to the SHS board of directors. A private business economist and
consultant, Carison is a graduate of Mounds View High School, and the University of St. Thomas where he
majored in economics. He also has been active in IR politics. Carlson, who lives on N. Lexington Ave., serves
on the board with eight other directors.

+ VIDEO RECORD OF LAKE OWASSO RESIDENCE. Community cable television personnel will videotape
the buildings of the Lake Owasso Residence, both inside and out, as part of a historical record. Structural
changes are taking place at the residence. SHS plans to interview former residents and employees on the
grounds. See story on page one.

+ SHS MEMBERSHIP IS AT 2 10. Membership for SHS is growing is now at 210 including several honorary
members. If you have friends who are interested in Shoreview’s history and its pursuit, give them a call. Maybe
bring them to the potluck picnic on July 18 with a chance to meet other members.

IN MEMORIAM + Delma Carison, a lifetime honorary member of the Shoreview Historical Society, died on
June 16. She is survived by daughters Beverly Gibbons and LuAnn Westerdahl, and sons Dean and Terrance.
+ William Bye, 95, died Apr. 2. He is survived by his daughter Violet Shepard.+ Lucius Heckel, 80, died on May
19. He is survived by sons Steven and Mark. + Hazel Jane Lien died on Apr 7. She was 83. She is survived by
her daughter Carol and numerous grandchildren. + Reinhard Langer, 86, died Apr. 17. He is survived by his wife
Rita; daughter Ruth Mayard; and son Donald. + Erma Sembrowich , 89, is survived by her brother Raymond,
daughter Anne; and sons Thomas and Walter. + George Wellner, 87, is survived by his wife Ruth; daughters Hope
and Jennifer; and son George.

Ristorical Shore VIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and friends.
SHS board members are Terry Carison, Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Barb Kast, Jacci

Krebsbach, Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You may contribute articles by contacting Don Follett, 3772 Rustic

Place, Shoreview, MN 55126/ Tel: 651 -490-7510 Email: D_HFCVFzs'[@aol.com. To join the society, contact Doris
Claeys, 4957 Hanson Road, Shoreview, MN 55126. e : ' =




Special Commemorations Set for
Split Rock Lighthouse

The Split Rock Lighthouse on
Lake Superior's north shore will mark
its 90" anniversary on July 29 at Two
Harbors. Part of the ceremonies will
include a special lighting for visitors. In
1909 the lighthouse station was built for
the cost of $75,000, including $10,000
for the lens.

A second celebration will be the
25" anniversary of the sinking of the
Edmund Fitzgerald freighter which
occurred on Nov., 1975. The commem-
oration of the event is Nov. 10-11.

The lighthouse became obsolete
in the 1950s but remained open until
1969 and was operated by the Coast
Guard. The Minnesota State Historical
Society has staffed the site since 1976.

11 Endangered Sites Announced

The National Trust for Preservation
has announced America’s 11 most
endangered historic places. They are:
Santa Anita Racetrack; Wheelock
Academy, Millerton, Okla.; Fifth and
Forbes (Pittsburgh) Historic Retail Area;
Lincoln’s Retreat, Soldiers Home,
Washington, DC.; Okeechobee (Fla.)
Battlefield; Eisenhower VA Medical
Center,Leavenworth, Kan; Valley Forge
National Historic Park; Hudson River
Valley area; Nantucket (Mass.) Historic
buildings; Red Mountain (Colo.) Mining
District: and historic neighborhood
schools across the US.

SHS GOES SWINGING WITH THE ‘GANGSTER
MusICAL’ AT ST. PAUL HISTORY THEATER

SHS members and friends attended the “Gangster Musical” in downtown St.
Paul at the Great American History Theater. Those attending included Eunice
Hoff, Ken and Dorothy Wingard; Jacci and Emily Krebsbach; Doris Claeys, Don
and Charlene Follett; Carl and Jean Holmberg; and Ady Wickstrom. There was
room on the bus for more, but those attending thoroughly enjoyed the
outing. On the way back to Shoreview, with Carl acting as guide, the bus
drove by residences on both Rice St. (the 4300 block) and on Snail Lake
Boulevard to view buildings sometimes occupied by the gangsters while they
were in St. Paul for short periods back in the 1930s. The musical was
success- ful enough that its original schedule was extended through June.
With an original music score and a script taken from several sources, the
event proved to be an entertaining afternoon, enough so to keep SHS members
on their chartered bus talking all the way home. The consensus was that living
in the ‘30s had its dark side, what with some gangs easily able to elude
authorities or in some cases co-opt them. Over the years, SHS has
documented the numerous sightings of gangs from the long ago era
through interviews with current Shoreview seniors or their parents .

Telling Shoreview’s Story. Shore-
view Historical Society members staffed
a booth in the Community Information
Fair held Apr. 18 at the Community
Center. SHS was one of several
Shoreview volunteer organizations, city
agencies and others to have exhibits
and engage in discussions with
Shoreview citizens. The event was a
success as hundreds of visitors sought
information on topics ranging from early
Shoreview settlement to current land
use development. SHS treasurer Doris
Claeys, right, talks with a Shoreview
resident about the city’s history.




Larson Home—continued

into the city and county’s future plans for County
Road |.

Simonson said the property may be involved in a
slight rerouting of County Rd | west of Lexington Ave.,
going either north or south-of the Larson home.

Two years ago the Minnesota Department of
Transportation conducted an evaluation of the home
as a result of Ramsey County and DOT'’s interest in
road routing.

For the immediate future, Simonson said, the
city will be securing the building will also be examining
potential of receiving grants to help in the project.

The city contracted the Minneapolis firm of
Miller Dunwiddie, Inc, Architects, experts in restoration
of historical structures, to review the viability of the
Larson home plus some its smaller out buildings.

Overall the firm says the house appears to be
in good condition and the structure and site is a “good
candidate for historical and/or educational inter-
pretation.” It will require some upgrading and repair,
however, and the firm is examining that phase now.

Other discussions and options about the
eventual use of the building are speculative at this
time until more information about costs are known, but
Simonson said one course of action might eventually
utilize the home as a type of community center which
would include historical society activities and other
community educational programs.

He noted that the city and the SHS has already
been involved in some historical acquisitions, including
the Guerin service station and the Larson site might
serve as a centralized spot for those and other
acquisitions. Other input is still being factored in
including any role the adjacent properties of Turtle
Lake School and Fire station might play.

The Larson home was built in 1896 when the
property was owned August Lepak. The home was
built with Chaska brick, likely hauled by train to the
site. Larson’s father bought the home in 1935.

Lepak was bomn in Germany, came to the US
in 1873 and records show he purchased the property
in 1886. One other party (C. Peterson) owned the land
prior to Larson’s purchase, the DOT report said.

Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president, said the SHS
ongoing discussions with the city always stressed the
priority importance as the building’s preservation,
whatever its future use. (See Historical ShoreViews,
April 2000 issue)

Legislature Funds Historical Programs

More than $6 million was appropriated in the last
Minnesota Legislature for Minnesota Historical Society
programs, including $3 million toward for the St
Anthony Falls Heritage Center in Minneapolis. The
Center which is located in the city’s historic district
between 2™ St. and West River Parkway it will include
the National Historic Landmark Mill besides the
development of the old Washbum-Crosby A Mill on the
river front.

The Historical Society’s Member News also
reports that a museum and educational center will be
built in the mill area. Construction could start this fall
and includes both public and private funding sources.
The total budget outlay from all sources is $24 million.

Other legislative funding went to maintenance
and repair of buildings at historic sites ($1.75 million),
exhibitions at the North West Company Fur Post in
Pine City ($.5 million); and $.5 million for the County
and Local Historic Preservation Grant program.

Owasso Residence Grounds Picnic—continued

Although none of the buildings come under the
normal designation of historically significant structures,
they have the potential to be deemed historically
significant; however, preservation and acquisition of
the school is beyond the resources of the SHS. They
are termed to be functionally obsolete.

The SHS, of course, has urged the retention
of structures which have relevance to all the citizens in
the area. The council did ask the county to provide the
city with historical documentation of the schoolhouse
structure before it is demolished. Four buildings to be
demolished will make way for eight one-story
residences and an administration center.

The facility once served as a sanitarium for
tuberculosis patients and the SHS has photo files of
that era. In the 1950s the residence became an
inpatient facility for mentally challenged patients as
part of the Faribault State Hospital system.

Krebsbach said the SHS has maintained
several photo and other files of the system and will
work to capture the building process with pictures as
well. She said that CTV’s plans to videotape the area
to help preserve a historical record of the grounds will
be beneficial.

From the President—continued

| hope you will mark this date on your calendar. To
walk on this beautiful property is truly to feel a time
warp. Help preserve the Preve in your memory.

Jacci Krebsbach




