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From the President
We Owe Veterans Our Thanks
----And to Hear Their Stories

hen war comes to a country, it

Wimpacts everyone, even in the

smallest towns. While | wasn’t born
yet when WW H was fought, both my father
and grandfather were invotved. My -
grandfather, Fred Denfield, was a
commander in the U.S. Navy and my dad,
Debs Stahl, was with the Marines at Pearl
Harbor when it was attacked.

Shoreview was not incorporated
until 10 years after WW Il ended, most of
our male and many female residents
served in uniform overseas and here at
home. More women joined the regular
workforce, performing jobs formerly done
by men-both in regular commerce and
supporting the war effort, too.

The point is, those who rallied to
help in time of war were the citizens all
around us: If you see-a man in Shoreview
over 75 years of age, he probably served
his country in WW IT.

The Twin Cities Arsenal, the “Arms
Plant” employed vast numbers of workers
and had a major impact on future
Shoreview and Arden Hills development.
Families who owned farms in the area were
displaced, a school was moved and roads
were rerouted.

At our upcoming November meeting
we will hear from Shoreview people who
will remind us of how times were when war
struck in the ‘40s and ‘50s. But if you have
some memories of those times, bring.them
along. See you there.

— JACCI KREBSBACH

"Flme

Salute to Veterans/ Spouses

Reﬂectmg on the War Year&

“Fom—
Date Nov. 5 1999

Place: Commumty Center

tnrecognition-of Veterans Day: mNovember a panet of
Shoreview residents will reflect upon “how it was during the
War years™ both on the frontlines and back home—ata SHS
membersh:p meebngNovyS 993 - - -

: Howard tundgren, U.S. Army veteran WW& andSHS
member. ; John Twohig, U.S. Air Force in the Korean War ;
Daune C:onqunst “a girl waiting for her finance {Norman) to
return home”; and Matt Kremer, an aireraft gunner whese»plane
was shot down over Germany in WW H, are panelists. Theywill
recait the times at the start of the war and conflicts, conditions
in the military, the families they left behind, and how they com-
municated during the war years. Bring your own memories to
share at the meeting. Light refreshments will be served.

‘ Shoreview area residents wilt also recal}mebuﬂdtﬂg of
the Arden Hills Arsenal in WW I (SHS had a speciat meeting
about fhe plant several years ago.) SHS honors fhose in our
community who have served their country in the Armed Ser-
vices and on the home front over many generations. =

Photo by Tom and Eleanor Mowery
It took a few years for Tom and Eleanor Mowery to build and
move into their home-on-Turtle Lake-in-the 1950s.Their basement,
above, was a start. More on their time on the lake on page 3.




Local Author‘s Book Features Long Ago Turtle Lake Landowner

Turtle Lake Site and Stories are Picnic Fare

standards of the days at the tumn of the current century.

The early days of Turtle Lake included some fast exchanges of property at near give-away prices, even by

Some of that property was exchanged as
part of promoting-the Minneapolis Star Journal news-
paper as well. Those are some of the findings
discussed with Shoreview Historical Society members.
and area author John Koblas, writing a book on
Herschal B. Jones, a tum- of- the-century landowner
on Turtle Lake’s north side.

His overview was shared with SHS picnickers,
eating at a shelter on Turtle Lake, a few blocks from
the sites that Koblas researched. About 50 SHS
members and friends were on hand despite a rainy
day to hear the informative talk.

Koblas book will detail Jones’ influence in the
area, which apparently was almost as pervasive as
that of James J. Hill who owned property in the North
Oaks area near Pleasant Lake.

Koblas, who has written books on F. Scott
Fitzgerald, the region’s most famous author, has spent
time interviewing many long-time Shoreview residents
including Art Larson, Dorothy Sina, Thomas Mowrey
and others to paint his picture of Jones’ land holdings,
and inciuding some who were at the picnic. The
~ biography of Jones is expected to be published near
Christmas, 1999.

Jones became owner of the Minneapolis Star
Jourmnal after coming from New York in 1885, getting a
31 million dollar loan from Hill to help make the
purchase. Eventually, Koblas says, Jones wound up
offering subscriptions to the jounal along with land
purchases: $5 a year for the paper, which included $3
for a lot near the lake over a five year contract.

Homes and roads were buiit without codes and
minimum building standards in those days, Koblas
reports. Much of the Turtle Lake property then was
surrounded by farms, with only a few lake lots. In
addition to Jones and Hill as lake property owners,
Koblas listed Aaron Carison as an early farm owner
with land on Turtle Lake. Twin Cities. dwellers visited
the lake, and also White Bear Lake, as spots for
vacations spots. Many woulid journey to Cardigan
Junction by train and then walk or use other
transportation to get to Turtle Lake. Koblas’ bock may
include tales of infamous gangsters living in the lake
area as weli, as have other books.

Several SHS attendees provided. information
about early immigrant families farming the land at the
time Jones grabbed the land on the lake’s northside.

“We are fortunate to have a speaker of Mr
Koblas ability and stature,’said Jacci Krebsbach, SHS
president. She asked attendees and other SHS mem-
bers to again record their knowledge about Turtie Lake
for SHS. Koblas’ appearance was. another. by a local
author whose subject related to local history

Mowerys Reflect On Earlier Days
With Their Home On Turtle Lake

(Editor’s note: Tom and Eleanor Mowery, SHS mem-
bers, send along this reminisce when they built their
home on Turtle Lake years ago.)

By Tom and Eleanor Mowery

Tom purchased the Turtle Lake property at
5315 Hodgson Road in 1941. We were married in
1942 and lived at the Curtis Hotel in Minneapolis
where Tom worked. We had a garage built at the lake
and used it as a shelter when we went out every
Sunday, summer and winter, until we moved into our
house in 1954 after doing much of the building
ourseives.

Our property, 3% acres with 177 feet on the
lake, was one of the four parcels sold in 1941 at the
south end of the Aaron Carison property. Just north of
us was an old house and pump building which had
been used by Carlson’s caretaker.

(continued on page 4)
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Photo by Tom and Eleanor Mowery
This view looks east to Hodgson Road, the old
Thompson Store and Lonnie Thompson's home were
there in 1947.




SHS NewsNOTES

+SHS MEMBERSHIP GROWS. SHS now has a membership 175, according to treasurer Doris Claeys, who says
that total includes several honorary members as well.

+ SHS DISPLAY IS A ‘SALUTE TO VETERANS’. The SHS display at the Community Center will feature the
times when our country was at war, various photos and other memorabilia connected with those times and how
it was around Shoreview. Coordinator is Ken Huff. The display is building up a substantial record of portraying
part of Shoreview’s past through photos and documents and other items. Ken would appreciate your input and
especially any ideas you might have for future displays. Contact him at 651-484-7709.

+ SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY AT RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY FAIR DAY OCT. 17. SHS may be
among numerous local historical societies to participate in a History Fair noon to 4 p.m. Oct. 17, 1999, an event
sponsored by the County Historical Society, and part of the Landmark Center's observation of the city’s
sesquicentennial. Admission is free to the exhibits. However, staffing is needed. Members interested in staffing
the exhibit should contact Jacci Krebsbach, SHS president, 651-483-2416 or Don Follett: 651-490-7510.
+ OTHER NEWS ITEMS. . .SHS ON DISPLAY. SHS
board members and others staffed an exhibit booth at the
Shoreview Farmers Market in the Community Center parking lot
in August. A special “farm house kitchen” display and SHS
materials were part of the exhibit. Jacci Krebsbach and Doris
Claeys coordinated the exhibit, and Ken Hoff and Howard
Lundgren were on hand to talk “old time farming” with visitors.
(See photo, right.) Mary Hilfiker, SHS board member, has also B e
helped coordinate the Farmers Market visit . . . .. Earlier, an e
SHS informational booth at the annual SLICE OF SHOREVIEW !
was a stopping point for many visitors. A special photo exhibit by
Doris Claeys and door prizes helped attract passers by. . . . SHS
also used a classic car as its “float” in the Slice of Shoreview
parade and included an informal marching unit led by Barb Kast,
under perfect Saturday morning skies. Winners of the

SHS board has discussed the possibility of organizing a
spring bus trip for members to the ST. PAUL HISTORY
THEATER. “The history theater is a natural venue for our
members,” says SHS President Jacci Krebsbach. “It could be an
enjoyable and inexpensive evening, and will educate us, t00.”

THE SHOREVIEW COMMUNITY BAND will presenta
Holiday Concert at Bethel's Great Hall on 7 p.m. Dec. 10, and
SHS members will assist in ticket taking and ushering duties.

IN MEMORIAM. Roy Guerin, 86, who operated the
Texaco service station at Rice St. and N. Owasso Blvd. and had
served Shoreview area citizens for some 40 years before retiring
in 1978, died Sep. 26. The station was demolished, and a credit
union now occupies the location. He is survived by his wife Anna;
sons David and Lee; and daughter Carol Friedrich.

Peg Wedell was in full costume to help
accent the SHS exhibit at the Shoreview’s
Farmer Market in August. The display was a
replica of a farmer’s kitchen.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and
friends. SHS board members are Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfiker, Ken Hoff, Barb Kast, Jacci Krebsbach, Julie
Russell, Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You may contribute articles by contacting Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place,
Shoreview, MN 55126/ Tel: 651-490-7510 Email: DHFCVF29 @aol.com. To join the society, contact Doris Claeys, 4957
Hanson Road, Shoreview, MN 55126.




There were no trees on three of the parcels,
except on the bank down to the lake. We planted
evergreen seedlings along the north side to the
highway and small deciduous trees on the south side,
carrying water up from the lake

After buying the property, but before moving to
the lake, we belonged to the Turtle Lake Association,
which was quite active. Meetings were at Snail Lake
School, and square dancing was at Snail Lake Supper
Club, plus other activities such as a canoe trip on the
St. Croix. Herb Joesting planned the canoe trip and we
used the Boy Scout troop’s canoes. Herb was a well-
known Minnesota Gopher and Chicago Bear football
player.

We enjoyed the lake, though since we had no
children we weren't as active with water sports as
some families. Sometimes, Eleanor rowed the boat
across the lake while Tom swam along side. We did
like fishing from the shoreline for sunfish.

Living on the lake’s east bank, we so much
enjoyed the evening sunsets. Those sunsets were a
consideration when we moved into our new townhome
in the Willow Creek Development in Shoreview.

Depending upon the amount of rain, the lake
level might ebb higher or lower. A few times when it
was low, we brought in rocks to further decrease
shoreline erosion.

From 1960-64 Eleanor worked at the Village
Hall. There were two full-time and one part-time
employees. She worked with Reuel Breitbarth and
later with Fran Yurek, elected clerk and paid
employee. Ed Sitzerwas treasurer and Bob Dinwiddle
was the part-time employee.

We didn’t go on many vacations until after
Eleanor retired in 1978. Turtle Lake was a good place
to spend our summers.

We sold our property in 1996 to Donna and
David Vanneste and moved to a townhome. Leaving
the lake was a hard decision to make but we are age
88 and 86, so it was the wise thing to do. The
Vannestes have built a very large home replacing our
small one.

‘Historica"l Meetings/ Activities.

OCT 1 0-2 P. M. ST ANTHONY FALLS H:smmc DISTRICT
WALK]NG rou& RESERVATIONS CALL 612—627-5433
OCT 17—NO0N—4 P.M. RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORY FAIR.
LANDMARK CENTER DOWNTOWN ST PAUL.

OCT 19—6 30—9 30P M. CANDELIGHTTOURS HESTOR!C
FORT SNELL!NG :

OcT. 19—7 P.M. SHS BOARD MEET!NG* EVERYONE
WELCOME. COMMUNITY CENTER.

OCT 22— 6:30- 8:30 P.M. 'SHADOWS AND SPmrrs OF
THE STATE CAPITAL. EACH HALF HOUR. HISTORICAL
“SPIRITS” COME TO LFE IN SHADOWY CAPITAL
RESERVATIONS : 651-296—2881

OcT. 23 —10 AM. DISCOVER YOUrR FAMILY HISTORY
WORKSHOP MlNNESOTA HISTORYCENTER :

Ocr. 24- noon 105 P M. TALES OF THE TERR!TORY
OPENING—THE FIRST SUCH GIANT EXHIBIT TO EXAMINE
MINNESOTA’S EARLIEST YEARS. THE EXHIBIT OPENS AT
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL CENTER _ALSO SEE
www MNHS. ORGITERR!TORY == :

0c1'. 24—1 P.M. “NEW BRIGHTON AREA HlSTORlCAL
SOCIETY “OVER 80'S” DINNER AT THE FAMILY SERV;CE
CENTER NEW BR!GHTON

Nov 9— 7 P.M. REMEMBER!NG Oua VETERANS SHS
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING. EVERYONE WELCOME
SHOREVIEW COMMUNiTY CENTER REFRESHMENTS AT
6 30 P.M. e

* SHS MEMBERS AND OTHERS ARE WELCOME TO
ATTEND REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS; YOU MAY
BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA AND ADDRESS THE BOARD
FYOULIKE.

Encourage a friend to join the Shoreview Historical
Society. Annnual dues are: $10 adult; $8 seniors; and
$12 for families.




