Shoreviev_v’s 42d Year

“preserving today for tomorrow”

From the President
Summer’s Odds ‘n Ends

reetings to our new members of the
G Shoreview Historical Society (SHS).

As a result of our successful Over
80 Dinner, we have expanded our member-
ship considerably with the addition of those
seniors. | hope this will result in a deluge of
information about Shoreview, about our
lives,shared ideas for events and programs
and many photos to add to our files.

We thank those who have already
started the process rolling. Many people
donated time, talent and money. However, |
want to thank the North Ramsey 500 Lions
Club for its very generous donation.

It's busy times for the SHS as we plan
our potluck picnic, our involvement with the
Slice of Shoreview, and a fall meeting.

This is a personal invitation to former
and current residents of Turtle Lake to
attend our potluck picnic. There is so much
history attached to this beautiful body of
water. I’'m sure many of our senior citizens
remember the long car rides “way up north”
here to visit Schifsky’s beach or perhaps to
visit some of the many small cabins lining
the shores. If you know of someone who
may be interested in attending, please
noiify them. Perhaps Doug Jenness’ story
on page 4 will help jog your memory.

Help !'!

Recently, a caller asked for information
about the Reiland Lane area,perhaps some
names of early residents and any local
stories. Another caller was interested in the
concrete wall behind a home on Gramsie
Rd., and the origins of the small stone
house there. The caller had heard the wall
was built because one owner raised sheep
and the other cows---and the wall was to
keep them separate. ~Jacci Krebsbach

;Members and :Frfends lnwted

_shore The: éke was at one tlme surrounded by iarge farms
including the Larson and Carison far

Getting Ready For School to Start in 1950

Photo by Katherine Jenness
Helping Out. These men were busy in August, 1950, painting the
District 4 Schoolhouse in Arden Hills near State Highway 96.
Pictured, left to right, are Kenneth Goodchild, Robert Jenness
and Albert Cimbura. In those days, parents did it all-hiring staff
and painting buildings. Doug Jenness, son of the photographer,
writes about some special memories of Shoreview on page 4.




SHS NewsNOTES

+ You Can March Along in ‘Slice of Shoreview’ Parade. Shoreview Historical Society members will
parade along with a Classic Car in this year's Slice of Shoreview parade, with marchers asked to assemble not
later than 10:30 a.m. on County F west of Victoria St. at a starting site to be designated. The parade will tum
South on Victoria and end up at Snail Lake Park, just a mile walk. Marchers are needed and should contact Barb
Kast, coordinator for the SHS. Tel: 651-486-9397. The theme for this year's Slice events is “It's A Classic” and
will feature,a Classic Car display. SHS president Jacci Krebsbach is also chair of Slice of Shoreview. SHS will
staff a special booth at the Fire Station on Victoria St., on the south edge of the park. Visitors are urged to come
to the SHS booth. They will eligible for daily special drawings—with prizes includingT-Shirts,a peck of apples, a
SHS membership, etc. Booth hours are 4 to 8 p.m. Fri; noon to 6 p.m. Sat; and noon to 4 p.m. Sun.

+ ‘Thank Yous’ from Over 80 Dinner attendees . . .SHS received many notes of thanks from attendees
at the Over 80 Dinner in April. Here are a few : “. . .thank you for the lovely party. We enjoyed the dinner and the
fellowship at our table. We were lucky that Mady Reiter chose to sit with us—we leamed a lot about our city from
her. Although we have lived here for 27 years we have never taken time to become involved....it was interesting
to meet our mayor and others and find out what is available to us. Thanks again.”—Mary and Cieve Kelsey. .
"Thank you so much for honoring Shoreview residents of 80 plus. We had a pleasant day. This event gave us
a chance to get together with our friends and relatives.”—Nancy Jo Moses. “Thank you for coordinating the
dinner to honor our 80-plus residents. It was a great success and people were appreciative.”—Mady Reiter. “It's
a great honor to become a member of the Historical Society, especially at 80 years of age. Thank you so
much.”—Delma Carison. It was a great event with many more attending than | expected. | was the one at our
table to take the lovely yellow daisies home and they are pretty. It's been fun thinking back to 1941 when we
became part of what later became Shoreview.”—Eleanor and Thomas Mowery (Editor’s note: more about the
Mowerys in the next issue.)

+ SHS Display is a ‘Summer Calendar’. . . The SHS display at the Community Center evolves around a
Summer Calendar says coordinator Ken Huff. Photos from Turtle Lake, site of this year’s picnic, and past picnics,
together with other shots of this spring’s Over 80 Dinner will be featured.

+ In Memoriam. . . + Victor Estes died on Mar. 24. He was 88 and is survived by his wife Vemice, sisters Eva
Anderson and Hazel Relack. + Theresa Rohling died on Mar. 27 at the age of 93. She is survived by her son
Harvey, daughter Eileen; eight grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren. + Vera A (nee Gassman) Rasmussen,
died on Apr. 9. She was 100. She is survived by sons Reynold and Walter, and daughter Vera; nine grand
children and 13 great grandchildren. + Bernice Blaisdell died on May 2. She is survived by her daughter Barbara,
son Robert; seven grandchildren and seven great grandchildren.+ Walter Magnus Swanson, 90, formerly of
Shoreview, died in Scandia in May. He is survived by daughters Nancy Hermes and Ann Marie Hoheisel, and son
Tony. + Vernal Peterson, 90, had funeral services June 4. He is survived by his wife Barbara; son John; daughter
Jarice; aind grandchiidren. +Virginia Ficite, 81, died June 17, is survived by nieces and nephews.

+ OTHER NEWS ITEMS. . . The City of Shoreview is rewriting its Comprehensive Plan. For the first time,
Preservation is being considered. However, the plan’s language is not worded strongly enough; and it is the
position of the SHS that a Preservation Ordinance for the city must be adopted. Please call City Planner
Kathleen Nordine at 651-490-4682 with your opinion. TO MARKET WE GO. . . Shoreview Historical Society will
be represented at the Farmers Market on Aug.17, part of the Market's summer invitation to all Shoreview city
volunteer committees to visit the market which operates Tuesdays 3 to 7 p.m. at the Community Center lot.
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Good Times and Good Stdries

were part of the Over 80 Dinner earlier this year. Photos left to right.

L
“

Mayor Sandy Martin, second from left, greets Florence Stutsman, age 101, along with her daughter Mildred Whitlock
and niece Doris Claeys (standing). Dinner guests also had artist Jim Stahl sketch their likeness, reviewed his-

torical photo displays assembled
by Doris or examined a table full of
Shoreview memorabilia. Many
guests came and fined up early for

This proves we are not
forgotten,” said Jean
Holmberg, thanking and congrat-
ulating the Shoreview Historical
Society for holding its first “Over
80 Dinner,” in recognition of the
city’s seniors.

Jean was one of 100
guests at the dinner and an
impromptu speaker, seconding the
remarks of many grateful atten-
dees and the principal speaker
Shoreview Mayor Sandy Martin.

Martin expressed her
thanks and appreciation to the
seniors in attendance, recalling
her own early days as a child spent
around Owasso Heights.

As a life-long resident of
Shoreview and SHS member,
Martin said she grew up in a home
where her father, who was
township board chair, was “too
busy” to record the history. “Now, |
have been saving everything,”
Martin explained, and hoped that
the seniors present would also
share their past and memories with
the SHS.

Mady Reiter, one of two

_council members in attendance,

praised the honored guests:”"Your
generation gave our generation our
guidance for today.”

Jacci Krebsbach, SHS
president, together with a com-
mittee headed by Peggy Wedell,
coordinated the event which drew
about 170 persons. Amanda
Krebsbach'’s piano playing was a
nice complement to the bright
Community Room, set off with
bright yellow daisies, provided by
Lexington Floral. Many oguests
posed for free sketches by artist
Jim Stahl. All attendees were
designated Honorary Members of
the SHS, and were provided
special certificates.

Guests were videographed
upon registration. Of the 100
guests, 72 were women. The chic-
ken dinner was catered by Mama
D’s of Arden Hills, and served by
Girl Scouts from troop No.867.

The event’s success prom-
ises there probably will be another
in the future.




From the 1940s

A Good Place for Kids and Dogs to Roam

Former Area Youth Recalls His Neighborhood in Pre-Shoreview

(Editor’s note: Doug Jenness, now a St. Paul resident, reflects on some of his experiences in the ‘40s when he grew
up in what is now the City of Shoreview.)

By Doug Jenness

We moved into our house
on Oak Ridge Ave. on Labor Day,
1945. There was no Shoreview
then. What is now the incorporated
City of Shoreview was part of
Mounds View township in rural
Ramsey County.

There were still a number
of farms in the county, including in
the area where we lived. In
addition to the Hansen farm, there
was Karth’s farm on the Southeast
comer of Highway 98 and
Lexington Ave. and Gordy
Anderson’s farm on the south side
of G2, between Hansen Rd. and
the Hodgson Road cut off. Both
were dairy farms.

There were also specialty
farms. The Sampson’s had a fur
farm at the northeast comer of
Hansen Road and G2, where they
bred successively, according to
market prospects, foxes, mink and
chinchillas. Stu Cohen operated a
pigeon farm, the largest in the
state, at the end of Hansen Rd.
just to the west of the Hansen farm
and on the Turtle Lake shoreline.
The pigeons were bred for homing
and show as well as for squabs
sold to the fanciest restaurants in
Minneapoilis. In later years, he aiso
raised Muscovy ducks, mallarcls,
pheasants and guinea fowl.

Stu lived in a small cottage
with his mother and younger
brother, and worked as a salesman
at Cook’s clothing store in
downtown St. Paul. He died some
30 years ago. His father was from
Lithuania and came to the U.S.
after fleeing the Russian Tsars
draft and eventually made his way
to St. Paul where he opened a
clothing store in St. Paul. The store
went under, like so many, during
the depression of the 1930s. But

sometime before that--at least in
the 1920s maybe earlier--the
Cohens bought a piece of Turtle
Lake shoreline and built a summer
cottage onit.

After the store went under
and Stu’s father died he moved out
to Turtle Lake and established the
pigeon farm on the summer place.
Stu told me once that when his
family first acquired the property
Hansen Rd. and Margaret St. didn’t
exist. The road into the Hansen
farm and Conen piace ran
diagonally from somewhere out by
G2 and Hodgson Rd.

The Madeline and Al
Cimbura’s house and ours were
virtually identical in those
days—one built and bought from
the Gordon and Fran Schmid; the
other from Carl and Kay Schmid.
We never locked our doors even
when gone for several weeks of
vacation. It was a good place for
kids and dogs to roam.

The nearest store was
Annie and Pete Tobin’s at the
southwest comer of G2 and
Hodgson Road. That's where we
went to get ice three times a week
for our icebox (the “fridge” didn’t
come until 1949) and for milk if we
ran out between the deliveries of
the millman. Scmetime aiong, the
Seablooms opened another
grocery on the northeast corner of
Hodgson Rd. and Hwy 96, which
was a big improvement over Tobins
as it didn’t have the scent of the
pigs Annie kept behind the store.

The county did a good job
of keeping the roads clear in the
winter. Otherwise, there were few
government services. Garbage was
buried or burmed in the garden or
the woods; trash hauled in a rented
trailer once every couple of months
to the nearest dump. Cesspools

4

were dug for sewage (a hazardous
enterprise).

District 4 was a one-room
school. When | started first grade
in 1948 there were six
grades—each grade in a row. The
school was a mile and a half from
home and we walked regardless of
the weather. We carried our
lunches and the most significant
upgrade | could imagine was hot
lunch (indoor toilets had been put
in a year or two before.) The
parents were responsime for
everything-hiring the teacher and
maintenance of the building and its
grounds.

Every fall there would be a
mobilization of parents some
Saturday to put on the storm
windows, scrub the building and
paint it when was needed.
Magnificent potluck dinners are my
fondest memory of this annual
event.

At that time, there were
other one-room school buildings
still standing, either in disrepair or
rented to local churches. It's
possible that District 4 may have
been the last of the muilti-class
one-room schools in the county.

The school population increased
rapidly and my fourth grade class
was combined with fourth graders
from District 28 and bused to
Irondale School, located across the
street from today’s Irondale High
School. This was a very poorly
kept two-room school building that
year and had fourth graders on the
second floor and kindergartners on
the first. We walked one-quarter
mile each day across a comnfield to
a brand new Sunnyside School for
our long- awaited hot lunch.+




