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Shoreview’s 41st Year

“preserving today for tomorrow”

October, 1998

From the President
Checking in with Our Neighbors

board members were guests at

recent brunch held at the Depot
Museum by the New Brighton Historical
Society (NBHS) at Long Lake Park. We
were in awe at the achievements of our
neighbors to the west. NBHS members
have toiled countless hours to restore the
railroad structure built in 1887.

Please plan to visit this wonderful
museum next summer; it is open 1-4 p.m.
on weekends from Memorial Day to the end
of September. There is no admission
charge.

Each summer month, the NBHS
hosts a special event: Rhubarb Festival, Ice
Cream Social, Apple Fest and an “Over 80"
dinner. They also have a float in the
Stockyard Days Parade.

Recently, | attended a Roseville
Historical Society (RHS) meeting in the
group’s permanent room in the Roseville
Activity Center where they also work on
projects and maintain displays and files.

Roseville celebrates its 50" birthday
this year and the RHS is heavily involved.
In addition to presenting a musical, “Buddy
Rose Tums 50", the RHS published
“Roseville, Minnesota: The Story of It's
Growth, Vol. 2". The 172-page paperback
is filled with stories of many Roseville
families, schools and churches, community
and civic groups, and much more.

RHS members will be our guests at
our Oct. 20 meeting. The Roseville book
will be for sale.

| look with envy at Little Canada’s
addition to its City Center, dedication
Oct.11, which will house its Historical
Society(CHS). CHS has a genealogy
computer data base of 190,000 names and
will help you on your search.

S everal Shoreview Historical Society

Area Historical Societies’ Work Will Be
Featured At Oct. Membership Meeting

Time: 6:30 p.m. Greeting
7 p.m. Program

Date: Oct. 20, 1998
Place: Community Center

Shoreview Historical Society will share its October
meeting with area societies— featuring their recent projects and
programs. A new book “Roseville, Minnesota: the Story of its
Growth,” will be discussed as RHS president Lorraine Schauer
will join others in presenting brief remarks and take questions
from the audience. Little Canada Historical Society, which
recently completed building of its new home, will also be
represented and other societies have been invited.

Program planners said this is a good opportunity for
attendees to learn about area communities’ progress on
recording history and historical preservation.

Potential ‘New Home’ for Volunteer Groups Nixed
Shoreview City Council in a July workshop session

discussed the potential acquisition of a church building on

Hodgson Road that would house the Shoreview Historical

Society (SHS) and other city volunteer groups.

(Continued on page 3)

SHS President Jacci Krebsbach explains a photographic overview
of a church building for sale on Hodgson Ave. The building was
was seen as a possible future home for Shoreview volunteer
groups. Ady Wickstrom, near photo display, and Tom Landwehr,
foreground, were among Shoreview council members on hand.




SVHS News Notes

SVHS Captures Cupola . . . The last Historical Shore Views included the discovery of the cupola on a
bam on the old Dombrowski farm on North Lexington Ave. in the north end of the city. Thanks to Mike Black of
Royal Oak Realty, it was removed from the old roof, and the SHS had the cupola in captivity. Jacci Krebsbach
and Ken Wingard, SVHS board members, helped coordinate the rescue. Where it will be installed in the future
is being discussed by the SVHS. Naturally, placing it atop “a future SVHS home” would be one strong possibility,
especially if it was an old bamn.

SHVS - CTV Video for Sale . .. That Shoreview 40th Anniversary video sold well at the summer's
Slice of Shoreview festivities, but there’s still copies available for purchase. “From Township to Today” is the
video produced by the SVHS and CTV and copies are being presented to area schools, libraries, and Ramsey
County and Minnesota Historical societies, compliments of the SVHS. If you are interested in purchasing a copy,
call 483-2416. The 22-minute tape is $9.95 including postage.

Annual Budget . . . Volunteer groups provide information input on budget requirements for the next year.
The SHS has submitted its draft budget, calling for about $3,800 in operational expenses. In addition, the SHS
works to develop and receive grant money for specific projects aimed at preservation objectives. Some area firms
and individual citizens have also contributed to help support SHS efforts. Northern States Power, the city’s
principal energy supplier, recently contributed $250 to assist in special SHS informational programs.

New Members . . . The two newest members of the SHS are Dorothy (Dee) W. Bedahl, 4431 Churchill St.,
St. Paul; and Kathy Day, 385 N. Owasso Bivd.

Shoreview Comprehensive Plan . . . An updated draft of Shoreview's Comprehensive Plan,
reviewed recently by the city council, included a reference to the Art Larson home, 1170 County Road |, noting
the historic farmhouse constructed in 1896 might have a future use as “single family residential, a history center,
museum or office for a non-profit agency.”

Shoreliners, a group of Shoreview seniors organized in 1976, has 55 members and is sponsored by the City
of Shoreview Parks and Recreation Department. The group has regular social get togethers and other events
and usually meets once a month at the Community Center. For further information you may contact Lowell
Dufrene, 600 Donegal Circle, Shoreview, Mn 55126.

In Memoriam ... Lillian E. Frischmon, 86, died July 19. She was the former secretary to the superintendent
of Mounds View School District. Her husband, Albert, died in 1989. She is survived by daughters Karen and
Severine. + Edward C. Nordstorm, 82, a retired 35-year postal service employee, is survived by his wife, Neta;
and sons, Ken and Keith. + Hazel Herou, 87, died July 22. She is survived by her daughters Maurine Lopez,
Cheri, and Lavonne; and grandchildren. + Ragnar H. Ericson, 88. He survived by wife, Inez; son, Dean: and
grandchidren. Services were held in Rockford, Ill. on Sep 8. + Agnes Bieri, 88, died Sep 20. She is survived by
sons Alan and Marlyn; daughters Bonnie Vaagenes and Sandra Svenningson; and grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Historical ShoreVIEWS is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and
friends. SHS board members are Doris Claeys, Don Follett, Mary Hilfkyer, Cathy Juneau, Ken Huff, Jacci Krebsbach,
Peggy Wedell and Ken Wingard. You may contribute articles by contacting Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place,
Shoreview, MN 55126 or tel: 490-7510. You may join the society by contacting Doris Claeys, 4957 Hanson Road,
Shoreview, MN 55126
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Pleasant Evening, Old Stories Are
Highlights of SHS Picnic Outing At

Union Gospel Mission Camp

A perfect evening for an outdoor picnic at the
St. Paul Union Gospel Mission Camp was the back-
drop for some interesting stories told about the camp
at the Shoreview Historical Society meeting in July.

About 45 members and friends were on hand
to hear George Verley, the camp director, talk about
the camp now marking several generations of helping
inter-city and other kids at risk through its summer
camps. His many historical insights were unknown to
many SHS members and guests.

George told of the Snail Lake camp’s early
days in the 1930s’ depression and how it has been
the answer for many persons, frequently from single
parent families and who were at their last chance for
succeeding in society, learning about respect and love
for one another. Many kids went on to be success
stories and say the camp was a significant event for
them, Verley said.

”For many kids it is the first time they have a
male model in which they could follow,” he said.

George remembers when camp was just a $1
a week. “My parents gave me two dollars, and said
‘Stay for two weeks,’ ” he joked.
(continued in next column)
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Sharing Historical Information. one ofthe
advantages of being a SHS member is to learn about
Shoreview’s early days from other SHS members. Carl
Holmgren, standing, gave some SHS picnickers some
background on the Gospel Mission Camp. Carl
remembers back to the camp’s initial days.

Church Building—continued

However, in a later workshop session in
August, the council decided against continuing to
explore the concept. News reports said the council
felt the cost—$360,000---was too high, financing too
fragile, and additional work was needed on the
structure.

At the July workshop, SHS President Jacci
Krebsbach presented an informal overview with
extensive photographs of the building. She first had
noticed the building’s For Sale sign, did extensive
ground work and urged the council and others to
examine the building’s potential.

The Shoreview Arts Council, City Band,
Gallery 96 and were among SHS groups that said the
building could fit their needs and suggested a few
funding ideas. Others spoke about “the need to put
the arts forward, in the same way” the community
supports team athletics for youth. Some very
preliminary financing possibilities were discussed in
the two-hour meeting.

The city council said it needed more
information before meeting again which they got in
August and then decided against further examining the
purchase option. There was no representation from
among the community groups at that meeting.

For some, its seems an opportunity may be lost
by dropping the project prematurely; others felt
sufficient information was available that showed the
cost too high and other barriers too insurmountable.

Union Gospel- continued

The camp serves hundreds of youth each summer.
Several in the audience said they attended during the
camp’s early days.

The camp directors intend to build a new main
building in the coming year, having been the recipient
of a large gift to help pay for the million dollar-plus
facility. Verley said the present building’s basement
floor is comprised of marble pieces from the original
Minnesota state capital building.

He said the directors have sometimes thought
about selling the property and moving to a site outside
the metro area, but transportation costs to conduct
programs make it prohibitive to be too far away.

From a historical perspective, the camp
grounds of 17 acres once were the home of the
Paradise Club, said to be frequented by the infamous
and the scene of some raucous behavior.

SHS President Jacci Krebsbach welcomed
meeting attendees, reviewed some basic SHS
programs, and introduced Veriey.
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‘Historical’ Meetings/Activities

Oct 10— Genealogy and Family History Day.
Several classes 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Explore your
family’s history. Contact Minnesota Genealogical
Society. Fairview Community Center.

Oct 17-Twenty More Ideas for Wiiting your
Family History. Minnesota Historical Center, St. Paul.
The class complements a frequently offered session
called “Writing Your Family History in Small, Man-
ageble Pieces”. MHS members $7, non-members $9.
2:30-4 p.m.

Oct 19-- Discover Your Family History Work-
shop. Leamn the basics of genealogical research.
Minnesota Historical Center. MHS members $12, non-
members $16. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oct 20-- SHS Membership Meeting, everyone
welcome, Community Center— 6:30 p.m.

Oct 22, 23 and 28- 30--Shadows and Spinits
of the State Capitol. Every 30-min. tours (6:30-8:30
p.m.) at the Minnesota State Capitol —historical
“spirits” come to life in the eerily lighted, shadowy
building. Non-members $5,seniors $4 and children $3.

Nov 17- SHS Board Meeting, everyone
welcome. Community Center— 7 p.m.*

Dec15- SHS Board Meeting, everyone

welcome. Community Center— 7 p.m.*
*Members and others are welcome to attend SHS
meetings, be placed on the agenda and address the board.

Display at Community Center Features Area
Communities and Historical Societies’ Works

The SHS display at the Community Center is
featuring publications and other communications about
bordering communities and their respective historical
societies. “It's nice to salute other societies and their
works to preserve their histories,” says Jacci
Krebsbach, SHS president, and Ken Hoff, who
coordinates the changing displays.

Several local societies have produced books,
including Roseville, New Brighton and Little Canada,
and some have produced videos such as North St.
Paul and Shoreview.

Travelers Can Catch Fishing Museum in Little Falls

Up in Little Falls, Mn., is a new Minnesota
Fishing Museum and Educational Facility, dedicated
to “preserving the heritage and history of freshwater
fishing in Minnesota.” The museum says its collection
is of “historical possessions belonging to individuals
across Minnesota who were a part of the history of
freshwater fishing.” Museum hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
M-W-F.
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Photos by Eunice Hoff
Shoreview Historical Society was among some 60
marching or float units in the Slice of Shoreview parade.
Above, left to right Don Follett, Barb Kast, Dick Wedell,
Eunice Hoff, Peggy Butane, Sandy Ryfgaard, and Peggy
Wedell. Back row, Steve Hoff and Kurt Brandanger. The
probable future govemor of the state was also in the
parade as both Norm Coleman, IR, and Skip Humphrey,
left (below) speaking with SHS member Dick Wedell,
participated. Several candidates for other offices also
dropped by to talk it up with SHS marchers
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