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From the President
Getting Better Organized;
Serving the Community
And ‘Society’ Better, Too

If you have been following the

Shoreview Historical Society’s recent board
actions, you know we have named four
functional committees for better operation
and have tasked those committees with
realistic goals in the year ahead.

The committees and their functions
are explained elsewhere in the newsletter. |
want to mention our need to get more
persons involved in the society in the months
and years ahead—and how the recent
reorganization works to that end.

We have opted to go just for the most
practical and basic of committees: program;
publicity; finance (and membership;) and
projects. If there is a need for dividing up
functions or adding others, the board will be
open to that action.

The board chairs will call upon
members and non-members alike for
assistance. | hope you will be open to
pitching in. We need your ideas. The idea of
recounting and maintaining the historical
record for posterity of those activities within
communities (even smaller than Shoreview)
we believe is both worthwhile and can be
interesting for those doing it.

As community volunteers you are
serving a very important cause; of more
interest, perhaps, are your more specific
suggestions as we move ahead in our work.

As in other years, there are new
openings for directors on our board. Those
persons, too, may come from the
membership or outside. | am excited about
what can be done when a few, joined by
others, concentrate on the key tasks ahead.

-—---Jacci Krebsbach

Minnesota Preservation Office Speaker
To Appear at SVHS Meeting on Jan. 22

Time: 7 p.m.
Date: January 22, 1998
Place: Community Center

A Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office
representative will speak to SVHS members in its quarterly
meeting in January. The emphasis will be on grassroots
efforts and the importance of preservation of significant
historical elements such as buildings and sites in communities.

Members are encouraged to attend the meeting with
questions about what qualities are inherent in preservation of
structures or sites. President Jacci Krebsbach says the
SVHS has been examining the importance of preservation in
the Shoreview community since the group’s beginning.

Hearing about the Preservation society’s purpose,
and how SVHS and other Shoreview residents can play a
role and/or contribute, relates directly to one of the SVHS
primary goals for 1998, she added.

Historical Society Sets Goals for 1998

While the SVHS board discussed a number of SVHS
needs, it focused on four emphases or goals in 1998, says
Jacci Krebsbach, SVHS president.

One goal will be to strengthen our relationships with
some surrounding community units such as Mounds View, she
said. Since Shoreview once was included within Mounds View
geographically, it will enhance everything-— from record keep-
ing to a better understanding of the history in the north area.

Another focal point will be to increase society
membership. “Having a larger membership allows us to appeal
to a wider range of interests, and at the same time attract the
talents of those members,” Krebsbach added. “The member-
ship committee will determine the precise number of new
members to set as a goal.

“We want to increase the awareness of the SVHS,”
she added. “That comes with some intentional planning, as
well as those who come to us by leaming of us through our
existing programs. This will mean taking advantage of
information program possibilities, too.”

Noting the importance of preservation, Krebsbach said
the SVHS has done some preliminary work on identifying
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SVHS NewsNOTES

*Cook books from the ages.... is the current theme of the Historical Society’s display case in the

community center. Ken Hoff and others from the SVHS board put together the exhibit which may run through
January.

* Four new committees. . .To better manage its responsibilities in the year ahead, the SVHS board of
directors has named four new committees in a new structure to carry forth the SVHS business, says Jacci
Krebsbach, SVHS president. The committees are:

Projects: This committee will assess, evaluate and recommend to the board those special projects to
be undertaken by the SVHS within the coming year(s). Those projects may range from working with the
preservation of buildings to research. Initially, the committee will examine ways to define the parameters of its
work. Ken Hoff is the committee chair.

Programs: This committee will plan the quarterly and special meetings for the general membership with
the objective of enhancing the memberships understanding of Shoreview from a historical perspective, while
having a community or society-building dimension to the programs. Krebsbach, who has headed up the programs
function in the past, is the new committee’s chair;

Finance: This committee will handle the normal functions of maintaining the SVHS funds and
accompanying records, accrued through membership dues, special projects, etc. In addition, the committee will
maintain membership records and participate in special membership-building activities. Doris Claeys, who has
worked with the membership in the past, will be chair; and

Publicity: This committee will direct internal and extemnal information programs to members and the
general public; it will be responsible for the newsletter and, with the board, for external media relations. The
committee will also be the liaison with community cable television. Don Follett, who has been newsletter editor
will chair the committee.

While the SVHS already was handling many of the functions, outlined here, it was on an informal basis,
Krebsbach said. The general consensus of the board was to formulate the committees to better define

responsibilities and to help us plan better, she added. Each of the committee chairs will add other SVHS
members.

*Two Board Members Leave SVHS. Virginia Lundgren and Andy Schwalboski have resigned
from the board of directors. Virginia’s regular term was up. “Virginia had done a great job for the society in
building our oral history files,” says Jacci Krebsbach, SVHS president. “Andy is moving to another community
and will concentrate on that community’s programs. This reminds me to invite others in the membership to
volunteer---we need you.”

* Preservation Grants: Since 1994, the Minnesota Legislature and governor have approved more than
$1.250 million in state funds for county and local preservation project grants. More than 30 grants have been
approved so far. The funds are appropriated to the Minnesota Historical Society to be allocated to county and
local jurisdictions as matching money for historic preservation projects of a capital nature. Many of the historical
properties funded to continue to serve their original purpose such as county courthouses and township halls,
while others are devoted for possible new public uses. SVHS members will hear more about Preservation grants
at the January membership meeting.

1998 Goals-- continued

specific examination “We need to learn more about ‘Preservation’ ”, she said. Significant buildings or other
properties within a community are a natural way to maintain our link with the past.

Historical ShoreVVIEWS is published by the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and friends and
its printed quarterly. You may contribute items by contacting Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview,
Mn, 55126 or Tel: 490-7510. You may join the society by contacting Doris Claeys, 4957 Hanson Road,
Shoreview, Mn, 55126.




Sacco’s Super Market was

(Editor’s note: Joe Sacco’s Super
Market was a new landmark in the
1950s at Rice St. and County Road
E. ShoreVIEWS talked with Joe and
his wife Kay about those days.)

Long time Shoreview resi-
dents will recall when the Sacco’s
Super Market store at Rice St.
and County Road E was one of a
type in the area.

The site is now occupied by
the Big Wheel/Rossi Auto parts
Store—--and Joe Sacco,77, and his
wife Kay (Cathryn) live in Maple-
wood, several miles and many
years away from their 1950s days
in Shoreview.

Joe had first operated
another store, across the street
from location of the new
Shoreview Shopping Center he
had built in the early 1950s.

He entered into the grocery
business following a three-year
engraver apprenticeship with
Brown & Bigelow printing in St.
Paul. Actually, Joe had his first
taste of the grocery business
working in a store as a teenager.

Joe had grown up in St
Paul's Highland Park area and
graduated from Central High
School in 1939.

He soon learned owning a
grocery store was very different.
“The hours were long — from
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. most week days--
and we worked Saturdays and
Sundays, too,” he recalled the
other day at his home on Lydia
Ave.

“There wasn’t much margin
in the business actually,” says Joe.
As an independent, he was com-
peting against distributors like
National T,Supervalu and others.

‘It was just myself for
awhile at the store, and then we
hired a butcher,” he says, "and
sometimes we had a few high
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of Early Shoreview

This was the Christmas season at
Sacco’s Market, circa 1950s; see
the trees at the curbs. The Saccos

school kids in later in the day.”

Except for a brief outside
job, Kay worked at home, raising
their children. “We had a family to
take care of. You never heard of a
babysitter then,” she said.

“We never took a vacation
in the early years,” says Joe.
“Then | got a storeowner friend to
operate our store while we took a
month off to visit California.”

Since the early 1980s,
Joe’s activities have been greatly
curtailed due to being afflicted with
Parkinson’s disease. In addition,
he has undergone two successful
heart bypass operations.

Each day, Joe and Kay sort
out the 8 to 10 types of pills he
takes to maintain his health, and
he uses a motorized wheelchair
to maneuver Joe about the house.
The Saccos’ memories, however,
are very clear and they recall their
younger years in Shoreview with
great detail.

Joe married Kay, a young
woman growing up in Brooklyn,
NY, after the two got to know one
another through correspondence

had earlier operated and lived over a
store, across the street where an auto
service station now stands. .

during WW I|I. At the time Kay work-
ed in the garment industry. She was
born fourth in a family of 13 siblings
and helped out a lot at home. Joe
had served with the Army Air Force in
the Caribbean area.

They didn’t meet, however,
until he was in New York on his way
home to be discharged. Joe and Kay
were married in 1947, and marked
their 50™ Anniversary last year.

The Saccos were just
beginning to grow their family at the
same time they were launching the
Shoreview Super Market. Between
1948 and 1957 they had four children
who now live in Forest Lake and
New Prague, MN., and in Chicago.
One daughter, Cathie Jo, died at age
10, suffering from Leukemia.

Joe recalls being a part of
Shoreview when it became a village
in 1957, leaving Mounds View. He
and a small group of businessmen
wound up giving the new community
a name, inadvertedly first calling it
“Shorewood” before learning that the
name was taken. The shopping area
was called Shoreview Center.

“The number of customers

(continued on page 4)




What You Missed

SVHS Reviews 40" Video, Looks to Wider Circulation

Society members not having a chance to view the “40™ Anniversary Year for Shoreview” video got caught
up on the 20 minute show at the SVHS general membership fall meeting. The video was produced in time for last

summer’s Slice of Shoreview.

SVHS President Jacci Krebsbach directed a question/answer session after the video. She said the video
still needs some editing touches, color corrections, and added visuals. The plan is for the video to be made
available for area residents at a nominal fee, she said. Producers John Cicha and Chris Toensing from CTV
were on hand as were many of the Shoreview residents, life-long dwellers, and former city officials who appeared
in the video. The video was a volunteer effort, done with virtually no costs, as most services were donated or
done voluntarily. In addition, the membership, viewed some home video on the new construction on Minn.
Highway 96, between Hodgson and Lexington avenues.

Sacco’s Market—continued

living here (in the Shoreview area)
then were still very few as it was
still mostly undeveloped,” Joe
points out. So he held promotions
to attract customers from all over.

“We tried to do everything
possible for customers,” says Joe.
"Once we held a special drawing,
with the winner getting a Shetland
pony. That was successful!”

The Saccos have main-
tained several photo albums which
help trace the beginnings of their
family, and their grocery stores and
homes in Shoreview.

“When | first started out, |
would buy a few vegetables down
at the farmers’ market in St. Paul,”
Joe remembers. “Then we soon
had special product distributors like
Morton’s Meats and others stopping
by.”

For awhile, Sacco’s Market
was affiliated with Supervalu and
Fairway Food chains, but Joe
found he could be more successful
with out the partnerships. The
larger chains charged for adver-
tising and other overhead, and that
didn't seem to work for Sacco’s
Market too well.

The Saccos first lived on the
second floor, over their first food
market across the street from the
center. Later, they moved to a
nearby house, formerly lived in by
Joe’s parents. The home, unfortun-
ately, was eventually deemed to be
in the way of the coming Interstate

694 and was condemned.

Joe remembers, together with his brother, getting a machine to
make their own blocks for the first store, some 5,000 concrete 8 x 12 x 16
inch blocks. “It saved us about half the cost,” says Joe about those
challenging beginning years when watching expenses was a must.

Eventually, the Saccos elected to sell the Shoreview Center store
and try another vocation in 1959. The new grocery became known as
Schillers Market.

A businessman of growing talents and a flair for entrepreneurship,
Joe parlayed his business skills and moved in another direction-—opening
a small company that manufactured precision parts. It was located in
Southeast Minneapolis, near the University of Minnesota.

Helping in the Shoreview community, Joe also served as a
volunteer deputy sheriff in Ramsey county for 26 years.

Joe and Kay now stay pretty close to their new home which they
moved into three years ago; the house was specially designed by Joe to
accommodate his needs.

Joe Sacco stops in for a visit at the new Christianson’s Pharmacy in 1958
and welcomes pharmacist Paul Christianson, left, to the Shoreview
Shopping Center.
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