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Shoreview’s 40" Year “preserving today for tomorrow” July, 1997

From the President . =t
L sarfifREGGEOUr Celebrating 40 Years—and

Shoreview Roots Looking Ahead for More

While Shoreview is a youthful This year’s Slice of Shoreview, a July 25-27 potpourri of
community when measured from the recreation and special events at Island Lake Park, has a histor-
perspective of our county or state, it ical twist: the theme celebrates Shoreview’s 40" Birthday.
nevertheless has blessed us already There will be fireworks nightly—with July 27 designated as
with a rich reservoir of early settlers and “Celebration Sunday.”
their succeeding families. Shoreview Historical Society will share a booth with

As part of the 40" Anniversary others on the grounds and will also participate in the parade.
preparation and Slice of Shoreview Several ongoing events—an art and craft fair, carnival
activities, | have had an opportunity to rides, a petting zoo, train rides, bingo and many other booths of
learn more about our community’s early activities will be in place. On Sunday, a special video, produced
residents, including their struggles and with the help of SVHS will be shown, marking Shoreview’s
successes. The experience has been a anniversary.
valuable one, and | recommend it to all
whalive and work hers in Shoreview, Snail Lake Picnic is July 17 Meeting

There is no better way to gain an Tinie: Goam
appreciation of the quality of our com- s

; Date: July 17
munity than to hear and leam how our Place: Snail Lake Regional Park Picnic G d
early residents—govemment, business ROR: SIAR-LANS DOSRIN IS ICTW0 T ey
and citizen leaders—worked to improve Bnn_g a watermelon, a hot d_lsh or a dessert—or whatever

. . : you would like-- and have a good time at the SVHS quarterly
the village. In their comments, there is : s :
" . »  meeting to be held at 6 p.m. July 17 at historic Snail Lake Park.

perhaps some “longing for the old days, :

: : : SVHS members and guests greatly enjoyed last year's
but in most instances those things we e d wil 2 bi h Iking trip with historical
enjoy today-- like new roads, parks, picnic and will again combine a short walking trip with historica

churches, homes and a growing com accents. See you there.

munity--spirit represent real progress.

Our’s city’s foundation was laid
out with care and concern with input
from citizens. The ‘50s news reports
showed that progress and some anguish
too; all part of our com munity’s roots.

Thanks to all SVHS members
who have played a part in enlightening
their neighbors and others about the
community we live in.That’s a worthwhile
effort, | believe, and more than mere
home town boosterism.

Part of leaming about history is
seeing how it shaped our present and
will influence our future. Marking our 40"
birthday gives us good reason to be
thankful-and remain optimistic about the
years ahead as well.--Jacci Krebsbach

Antique dealer Elon Piche talked with SVHS members at the April

quarterly meeting, providing tips on antique hunting and assess-
ing (above) “treasures” brought to the session. Story on page 3.




SVHS News Notes

SVHS Among Volunteers Honored at Dinner

*Volunteers Recognition.... members of Shoreview volunteer committees, including the
Shoreview Historical Society board, attended a May Recognition Dinner for Shoreview Volunteers at the
Community Center. Mayor Sandy Martin and council members praised the volunteers’ year-around
contributions noting most of their work is done on quiet committees. “Working with you makes it all
worthwhile,” Sandy said in her welcome. Mayor Martin and some past mayors are among those in the
40" Anniversary video, assisted by the Historical Society.

*An Island Lake School History...a 36-page booklet, produced by the Island Lake Centennial
History Committee and written by Kathy Stransky and edited and designed by Betsy Hayes, is a
valuable help to understanding elementary education in the Shoreview area for the last 100 years. Ken
Hoff, SVHS member, is among those who contributed to the handsome booklet. Old photos, maps and
documents and personal memories give great authenticity to the work entitled “From Wilbur Lake to
Island Lake—-A Century of Learning.” SVHS has some extra copies for interested members.

*Preservation Week was marked in May in Minnesota, that included a listing of the 10 most
endangered buildings in the state. Many of the week’s speakers talked about “heritage tourism” the
traveling to well-known historic sites as being among the nation’s most popular activities. Much
demolition of historical sites is going on through neglect, and urban sprawl, some of the worst in the U.S.
is in the Twin Cities area, speakers said. Through freeway funding, the government, in effect, is
changing the face of cities by encouraging flight. “As a result of neglect, too many cities are taking the
shape of a “doughnut’, a hole surrounded by flourishing suburbs. More growth has to be directed toward
central cities,” Richard Moe, president of the National Preservation Association, told a Twin Cities
audience during his visit.

“Historic preservation is not only relevant, it is necessary,” Minnesota Architecture magazine
writer Jack El-Hai said. He noted, however, that many buildings deserve to be tom down, while others
are built in faulty locations such as the Kenwood Armory in Minneapolis, first built on peat bogs (where
now stands the Sculpture Gardens), and razed a few years later. The national Preservatlon Society
works closely with historical societies across the land.

*Shoreview Community Center Display Case...remember if you have suggestions that
underscore Shoreview’s history and would be interesting display items—documents, photos, art pieces,
etc.—please contact Ken Hoff, SVHS director, to coordinate a time for the display. Historical Society
member Carl Holmberg provided personal works for a display during May and June demonstrating
various art forms, including pieces of welded steel “junk art” and an acrylic painting of an old ambulance
he used in Shoreview years ago. Learning by observing others, Carl’s art pieces span some 70 years,
including some animal cutouts he did with a coping saw.

Historical Shore VIEWS is a publication of the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and
friends and is printed quarterly. You may contribute items by contacting Don Follett, 3772 Rustic
Place, Shoreview, Mn, 55126 or Tel: 480-7510. You may join the society by contacting Doris
Claeys, 4957 Hanson Road, Shoreview, Mn, 55126.
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At Quarterly Membership Meeting

SVHS Audience Enjoys Antiquer’s Stories

When once asked: “Do you ever buy things for other people,” antique dealer Elon Piche pointed
to his entire store full of furniture. “Everything in here | bought for other people—they just haven’t come
inyet.”

A Shoreview resident, Piche was the featured speaker for a well-attended quarterly Shoreview
Historical Society (SVHS) meeting in April. Piche, who operates an antique shop on Arcade St. in St.
Paul, recounted his journey to becoming a dealer, starting out small by attending flea markets and now
buying from large estates, including importing truckloads of “old, ugly, big and heavy Victorian style
furniture from the east coast.” In many cases, he resells the goods directly to refinishers who fully
restore the wood pieces.

“It's not what you can buy-but what can you sell?” says Piche, whose own favorite collector items
include miniature lead soldiers, Great Northern (GN) railroad china, and other railroad-related pieces.
“It's hard to be around the business without becoming a collector yourself. Otherwise, it might be all
work, and no fun. | always like to find something for my own collection when | purchase antiques.” He
brought along several examples. Piche is currently collaborating on a book about GN collectibles.

He remarked that the past hard winter has affected the antique business dramatically as estate
sales have been delayed, travel has been down, and people are concentrating on other matters.

SVHS members and others brought antique items of their own and Piche commented on those
he was informed about, including several railroad items. “You need proof an item is antique,” he
stressed. “Examine the piece for markings, manufacturer’s name, date, etc. Also there are many books
and other resources on almost every item you can think of. (Good) condition means everything when
buying and selling antiques.”

Piche’s talk was one of better attended SVHS meetings. Your SVHS board is open to other
suggestions for meetings which deal with history or history-related subjects. Contact a board member
if you have a idea for a meeting topic.

Reuel Breitbarth-- continued

“During some of the early displacement of Twin Cities homes due to freeways, many people
moved to Shoreview and other communities in Ramsey County, says Reuel. The deputy clerk’s function
eventually evolved into what is now part of the City Manager’s duties in many communities.

After leaving the deputy’s clerk’s assignment, Reuel worked for the city of St. Paui for aboui three
years, and later for a short time with a Shoreview manufacturing firm before joining Control Data where
he worked for more than 17 years, retiring in 1982. For a short time, operating out of his home, Reuel
was part of a Control Data agricultural experiment near Princeton, Mn.

Reuel still talks enthusiastically about Shoreview’s early days. Now in a more relaxed schedule,
he may yearn to be on a farm like his early days in Truman, but concedes it’s not in the future. He and

his wife Erma live on Monterey Drive, and have daughters and a son, of whom three live in the greater
Twin Cities area.

-- Shoreview Historical Society Members. We need You --
March along in the Slice of Shoreview Parade, July 26 ; Get a Free SVHS T-Shirt.
Call Barb Kast for details. Tel: 486-9397




Started in Chicken Coop In Shoreview’s Formative Years

Reuel Breitbarth Was Village’s First Deputy Clerk

Govemment office settings weren’t as pristine as today’s Shoreview City Hall, when Reuel Breitbarth was
named the village’s Deputy Clerk in 1957.

“We first used Willis Wilson’s (city clerk) chicken coop (remodeled) on his 80 acre farm for the first office,”
Reuel recalls. “Actually, that only lasted for a few weeks, then we wound up finding some space on the second
floor over (mayor) Ken Hanold’s garage on Rice St. and that's where the early meetings of the council were held.”
The city operated with a constrained budget. “| had a roll top desk and chair, | got from city treasurer Ed Sitzer,
and that was it for my office. “

Reuel was first hired as deputy clerk to assist Irvine Bucher, clerk of Mounds View Township, in 1955.
And when Shoreview was incorporated into a village in 1957, he moved to the assignment as well as being the
village’s building inspector.

“I had attended many of the town board meetings and showed an interest (in the work),” says Reuel, who
worked at International-Harvester Co., St. Paul. “| remember the lines of people outside (village clerk) Irvine
Bucher's home on Rice St., waiting for services. It was Irvine who first got me interested in the work. The
workload grew and the city asked me to comz= aboard.” Wesley Chandler, board chair (and father of Shoreview's
current Mayor Sandy Martin), quickly negotiated the salary with Reuel— the same as he was eaming at Harvester
and the job was his.

Born and raised in Truman, Minn., Reuel retains a tender spot for farming and actually planned to become
a veterinarian when World War |1, and a four year-hitch in the U.S. Army medical corps, interrupted his schooling
at the University of Minnesota. Subsequent work at the John Deere Co., in Fargo, broadened his business
background. While in the Army, Reuel was a health and food inspector, tying in with his agricultural training. He
retumned to St. Paul, leaving Fargo, to marry Erma Markuson and to eventually live near County Road I.

Reuel served as a deputy clerk until mid-1961 and was the primary full-time government employee during
Shoreview’s formative years, when its initial population was just 5,000 but growing. My, how it was growing.
While city development and planning were less sophisticated than now, it nevertheless, was a big job helping
manage some of the early land use issues.

A community of many lakes, the
Reuel was sworn in as deputy clerk for Shoreview by Clerk Willis  growing development on Shoreview’s lake

Wilson in 1957. Constable Cyril Olund, above, and councilmembers  shores and farms eventually meant new
stand by.

ordinances and regulations. Long de-
bates evolving around initial sewer
installations were among the problems in
the village’s early days.

“The hours of work were long,
usually 60 hours a week,” Reuel says.
“That’s just the way things were. It was so
busy.”

Road work was contracted out to
the county. The clerk’s office was later
moved to the Volunteer Fire Station on
Hodgson Road and later to a portion of a
leased former cattle bam on Leo Sinna’s
farm on highway 96, between Lexington
and Hodgson.

When City Clerk Bill Blaisdell
suffered a heart attack, Reuel was thrust
into a higher profile, and wound up dealing
more directly with external contacts like
the press and neighborhood groups.

(continued on page 3)




