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From the President
Shoreview at 40:
Looking Back and
Looking Good

* About Birthdays. We don't always
enjoy seeing another candle placed
upon the birthday cake. After all, it's
“another step toward reckoning with our
mortality.

But birthdays aren't about one
day; more importantly, they give us a
chance to reflect on earlier times and
sometimes celebrate all the years of
accomplishment leading to the present
-like here in the City of Shoreview.

Born in era of high population
growth, Shoreview is among several
Twin Cities suburbs linking their official
entity to post WW 1. For long-time
residents, including many whose
parents and grandparents lived here,
our 40 year-old community remains
something special. The distinctives of
our city and the area separate us from
any other community, partially because
they have a special meaning for us. For
many of us, it has always been our
home town-and for others, trans-
planted from the cities—-a new home
and outlook.

Whether it's the memories of
farm life, working at the Arden Hills
defense plant during WW I, or hopping
the trains at Cardigan Junction, those
times will always belong to us.

Members of the Shoreview
Historical Society take special notice
when a birthday happens. Like our
city's 40th to be celebrated in July. It
will be a chance for recollection of
times gone by, and envisioning the
years ahead. Many of us knew how it
was in 1957; those were the good
times, just as they are now and can be
in the future. Happy Birthday.--Jacci K.

SVHS in 'Slice of Shoreview' Parade
July 26—See you There

The Slice of Shoreview Parade on July 26 will feature a
variety of floats and marching units--and the Shoreview Historical
Society (SVHS) will be a part of the festivities.

Several SVHS members are working on float ideas,
including the use of 1957 automobiles, and welcome the ideas
of others. Any SVHS member who can help in obtaining a 1957
auto or flatbed truck, please call Barb Kast, 486-9397. Members
and others are encouraged to march along, in period costumes.if
they like.

This year's Slice will emphasize Shoreview's 40th
Anniversary. SVHS volunteers will work with other area
organizations at a tent with information for visitors. It's a great
way to meet people and acquire new members, too, says Doris
Claeys, SVHS membership chair.

April Meeting Features Antique Hunfing

Time: 7 p.m.
Date: April 17
Place: Shoreview Community Center

Does that old teapot you have—the primitive-looking one--
have any value? Elon Piche will come to the April 17 Shoreview
Historical Society meeting to help you find out.

An area antique furniture dealer, Elon is an expert on
railroad china, postcards and other items. This figures to be an
entertaining night. Bring a friend along.

Antique hunting or browsing is a favorite hobby of many
SVHS members and friends. And it doesn't cost anything.

So each SVHSer is encouraged to bring along an antique
item or one they think may be an antique to the meeting, and our
visiting expert will give you some answers about your prize.
Refreshments will be served.

Display Your Special Wares

The SVHS maintains a display case in the Shoreview
Community Center where it regularly shows exhibits of a
historical or special nature. During the month of April a special
collection of Bibles is being coordinated by Ken Hoff.

In connection with our 40th year, we hope to fill the
display case on a recurring basis, emphasizing and including
1950-era and other historical items. SVHS members and others
may put together a display; contact either Ken or Nancy Cyr.




.

A SVHS video committee along with CTV representatives and others is working on a video
commemorating Shoreview's 40th Anniversary. The planned video will highlight the community's progress and
growth, while noting the early days that advanced the city to its current status. The video will be shown during
the Slice of Shoreview festivities and be available for community groups and schools.

Jacci Krebsbach said the video will work to capture Shoreview with a historical perspective and trace
some early business and commerce activities, and would involve interviews of long time Shoreview residents. -
SVHS is reviewing its files now for possible video footage. The video is expected to be completed by mid-July.

What were you doing in 1957, when Shoreview was born? Let editor Don Follett know at 490-7510. We
would like to print the recollections of those days.

Society Completes File Inventory. . .Doris Claeys has completed an inventory, and

subsequent directory, of Shoreview's Historical Society's files, maintained in the Shoreview library. Actually, the
files all fit into a five-drawer file cabinet, but the draws are getting full.

The files are available to any SVHS member or citizen by inquiring at the Shoreview library,after you have
contacted a SVHS board member to accompany you to review the files. "We welcome anyone who is interested
in Shoreview history to use the files," says Doris, SVHS membership chair. "All of the information is public. The
information ranges from a selection of books to a variety of photos and from community bulletins and newsletters
to selected news clippings and personal histories.” The SVHS is always interested in expanding its information
base. Please contact Doris or any SVHS board member if you have interesting historical items about Shoreview.

'Freddie the Gardener’ is at Hill Farm Historical Society Apr. 18. . .Every Saturday moming
KSTP/AM 1500 listeners get geared up for the broadcast of the Home & Garden show, hosted by Freddie
Glasoe and Loren Kohnen. At 6:15 p.m. Apr. 18 at the North Oaks Golf Club, the Hill Farm Historical Society,
in association with the North Oaks Garden Club, will feature Freddie as an after dinner speaker. A display and
social time starts at 6:15 p.m. with dinner at 7 p.m. :

Persons interested in attending should send a check for $20 payable to Hill Farm Historical Society to:
Margaret Meyers, 6 Sandpiper Lane, North Oaks, MN 55127. Reservations need to be received by Apr. 15. Hill
Farm Historical Society works to restore the last buildings of the North Oaks farm, a James J. Hill heritage. The
society has numerous corporate members on its rolls.

Society Dues Are Due.. your current year's dues for the Shoreview Historical Society are payable

now, says Doris Claeys. Please forward them to Doris at 4957 Hanson Blvd, Shoreview, MN 55126. Dues are:
$8 for seniors; $10 for adults; and $12 for a family.

Bucher continued

the students to supplement their sandwiches. Farms, Turtle Lake Beach, Thompson's store and Turtle Lake
School were all ingredients of this particular ‘neighborhood'. A peaceful rural area, the auto traffic was so light
June recalls roller skating down the middle of the street when she was 10 years old.

Now tucked away in the northeast corner of Shoreview lies Bucher Park, named for the Bucher family.
It has developed from a small neighborhood play ground in the 1960s to a complete recreational facility. But
before the swings and the hockey rink, Bucher Park was part of a 250 acre dairy farm with 40 cattle.

Mr. Bucher was preceded in death by two sisters and seven brothers. He is survived by his wife Flora;
daughter Marilyn and husband Howard, West St. Paul; and a son, LeRoy Bucher and wife, Raye of Dickinson,
TX.; and many grandchildren and great grandchildren.

(Editor's note: SVHS assembled more information in Irvine's interview in 1994. It is information we feel is
helpful in recreating the true spirit of the people and how times were growing up around the tum of the century and earlier;
in this instance, Irvine was able fo pass abngmanyofhist%thefsobservaﬁomaswaﬂ.Doanolyet—ywmayhmof
someone whose life experiences can contribute to a belter understanding of the Shoreview area's early days.)

Historical ShoreVIEWS is a publication of the Shoreview Historical Society for its members and friends and is published
quarterly. You may contribute items by contacting Don Follett, 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN., 55126.Tel: 490-7510.
You may join the society by contacting Doris Claeys, 4957 Hanson Rd., Shoreview, 55126




Alice Flor Remembers the Good OI' Days Growing Up in Shoreview

(Editor's note: Some information below is from the
Shoreview Historical Society's oral interview program.)

The deer will probably come into Alice
Trojanowski Flor's yard again this spring and eat her
early blooming flowers. And she'll rant about it:

"All these houses we have in Shoreview now,
doesn't mean a thing. The deer still get into the
garden," Alice exclaims. "l don't like them."

Some things don't change. As a young girl
growing up on her dad's Shoreview farm, deer and
other wild animals were part of the terrain. Whether it
was helping raise animals, pigs or chickens, or
growing a flower and vegetable garden, Alice is from
the old school of hard work with the land and
perseverance.

A native of the area, Alice will be 83 this spring
and maintains her high spirits. She has lived in the
same house on Sherwood Ave. in the northern sector
of Shoreview since marrying her husband Bill in 1935.
He built the house on a 40-acre farm--across from her
parents' 50 acres (now called Lexington Estates
Townhouses). And while she can warmly reflect about
those days of 70 years ago and more, she enjoys the
Shoreview of the '90s as well. "A lot of great
neighbors and people," she says, although noting it
was hard when her farm was sold, (primarily due to
rising property taxes). She retained a three-acre site
from the homestead, located just north of Lexington
and County Road I.

One of four children born to farmer John and
Julia Trojanowski, Alice grew up attending Turtle Lake
elementary school, a mile and one-half walk.

There was nothing like schools closing due to
snow or cold weather. "You better believe it," she
shoots back. "We went to school every day. Talk
about snow: we could touch the telephone wires as
we walked along.

"We were all first and second generation
children of Polish and Scandinavian immigrants
growing up and working together. Everything was
wonderful. We got along. We are 'one' people," she
says philosophically.

John and Julia raised potatoes, sold eggs and
chickens, and crops at the fall market. Sometimes, the
family would dig potatoes by lantern light, late in the
fall to beat the frost. A milk check of $8.40 a month
was used to buy clothes for Alice and her siblings,
feed for the animals and other things. It was difficult to
eke out a living.

Alice was among four graduates of the Turtle

Lake school, but was unable to attend White Bear 3

High School, as children were needed to help on the
farm or contribute to the home income in other jobs.
"It was a dream of mine to go to White Bear High,"
she says. "l especially enjoyed spelling and math."

Instead she worked for $9.55 for a 5 and 1/2
day week at the Premiere Glove Company in down-
town Minneapolis.

The Trojanowskis were married in St. John the
Baptist Church in New Brighton, where Alice was also
confirmed, married and has remained an active
member. The Flors had five children, including a set
of Twins. "We have the Rosary Society and other
groups, which really extend to persons beyond the
membership. | still enjoy that, " she says.

Growing up, Alice's family depended upon its
garden for food. "You ate what you raised," she
recalls, and Alice and her daughter Shirley still grow
those table staples along with many flowers in their
garden. And that means the deer will probably contin-
ue to have food, too.

Alice's parents, Julia and John Trojanowski in the 1950s.




Irvine Bucher, 91, Dies; Member of Pioneer Shoreview Family

Irvine Bucher, 91, one of Shore-
view's pioneer families dating back
to the end of the civil war, died in
January.

As a farm youth, Irvine and ;&

his many siblings grew up in the

Shoreview area and attended -

school here.

(The Shoreview Historical
Society interviewed Irvine a few
years ago. Some of his reflections
then, plus comments from his

daughter,Marilyn Silver, are includ- i

ed below.)

Irvine said a 1911 Buick ' -

was his father's first car. The

mailman, Chesier Bordeaux, came
daily by horse from New Brighton.
The horse was stabled in the bamn
while Chester ate lunch with the
Buchers.

The 1865 census shows
the original Henry Bucher family in
this area with their children Sarah,
Barbara, Fred, Caroline and Henry,
Jr.

Henry Jr. married Henrietta
Rapp in 1886 and they raised nine
children, including Irvine, on the
farm. The property consisted of a
white farmhouse with a large barn
and two silos. The property lay on
both sides of Hodgson Road
between County Roads | and J.

The farmhouse had no hot
running water and the typical wood
cookstove in the kitchen provided
welcome heat on cold momings.

Besides the dairy business,
the Bucher farm produced pota-
toes and strawberries. Irv's dad
would have to get up at midnight
to travel the four-hour journey by
horse and buggy to the farmers
market in St. Paul. A large apple
orchard was also part of the
property and it was situated on the
west side of Hodgson Road. The
barn and house were on the east
side of Hodgson.

On the east comer of

Bm tsucher one of two bmthers

‘ fannedmeBudlerhomestead

County Road T and Hodgson Rd. ~ Marilyn Silver, Irvine and Flora

stood the one room Turtle Lake
School. The white wood building,
built in 1895, featured a large room
with cloakrooms on either side of
the door. A woodstove stood in the
comer and it required daily stoking
during cold weather.

Someone would have to
start the fire early before the stu-
dents arrived. Also water from the
outside pump would be pumped
and carried inside to the "drinking
fountain." A teeter totter and swing
out back was the extent of the
playground equipment. Of course,
there was the outhouse. The
students, grades 1-8, sometimes
were only two to a grade. Some
teachers boarded at the Bucher
farm.

Bill Bucher and brother
Henry later farmed the homestead,
in the 1930s and later, while Irvine
left to work in the city.

After Turtle Lake School,
Irvine attended Mechanic Arts High
School in St. Paul and later
worked in Northern States Power's
Engineering Department, retiring in
the late 1960s. He lived in a home
on Rice St. near St. Marie.

"My dad just so much loved
the land and the community," says
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Bucher's daughter. "He lived a
hard life. He loved nature, going
out into the woods and walking
and looking at birds. He also had a
cabin in northern Wisconsin."

Flora worked in the
Sanitarium for many years, as did
Marilyn on a part-time basis in th(
late 1940s.

As a young girl, Marilyn
travelled about the community
some with her father while he
served as village clerk, a part-time
job for 14 years in Mounds View.
"He administered the commercial
licenses," she says. "I remember
the Wagon Wheel on Snelling and
County E-because | always got
free pop there. It seemed like he
knew everyone in the county.

"l also remember him get-
ting home on election night--at 6 or
7 a.m. after the ballots were finally
count

Irvine's niece, June Fischer,
recalls when her mother taught at
the original school. She remem-
bers a travelling music teacher, 4H
clubs and field trips with Snail
Lake School students.

She said on cold days
parents might bring hot soup for |
(continued on page 2)




