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January Meeting

The first quarterly meeting of 1996 will be on
January 30, 1996 at Shoreview City Hall, Council
Chambers.

We need more members!!! Please bring your
neighbors - encourage them to be a part of our
community.

The meeting will start at 6:30 with a potluck
supper. Please bring your plate and utensils, plus a
dish to share.

The program will be a panel discussion with
representatives from other area historical societies.
We'll learn what other groups are doing and find
ways to share in each other's activities.

1996 Programs

We'd like your suggestions for program topics
or other activities that you think would be good
for our group.

A Family History - Crisham
Family

Marge and Jim Crisham moved to the Eisen-
minger Addition in Shoreview with their four chil-
dren in June of 1937. Originally consisting of five
acres extending from the east shore of Snail Lake
to Highway 96, they increased it to ten in the
1940's to prevent the Union Gospel Mission from
building an alcoholic rehabilitation facility. Be-
sides the family, the "farm" included cows, pigs,
chickens, turkeys, cattle and a pony named Babe.
The Crishams used one acre of their land for a
vegetable garden and orchard. Marge canned
hundreds of jars of produce and used wild black-
berries and raspberries to make her special liqueur.

The family did their part for the war effort dur-
ing the 1940's. The children, as part of a school
project, would be excused to gather milk weed
pods on the James J. Hill farm. These pods were
used to fill life preservers for the service men. Be-
cause of housing shortages and gas rationing, the
upstairs of the home was rented to workers at the
nearby Army Ammunition Plant.

Jim, a 36-vear emplovee at the St. Paul 7-Up
Bottling Company, died in 1960. His wife, Marge,
kept the farm going for another 29 years. In 1975,
she gave the northern 4.7 acres to Ramsey County
for the Open Space project, ensuring that the resi-
dents of Shoreview would always be able to enjoy
the wildlife and plant life which she had enjoyed.
After her death in 1989, the children sold most of
the remaining land to Len Pratt for the Harbor
Place Project. They decided to keep the house in
which they grew up and often gather there for
family celebrations.

(Contributed by Kathy Juneau)

Shoreview Then and Now

The last 30 years in Shoreview have brought
about many changes, from a farming community to
a sleeping village to a city of over 25,000. I've
lived here all my life - and in 1965, built a new
house on what was once my grandfather's farm.

In addition to all the new housing develop-
ments in the area, have been the addition of
churches, such as Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
on Victoria Street in 1965, St. Odelia adding on to
their church/school in 1984, New Hope Lutheran
Church on Hodgson being built among other
smaller churches.

Along with the churches came apartment com-
plexes such as Midland Terrace in 1965.




The TV towers have all been built within the
last 30 years. Tragically one of them collapsed as
it was being built which resulted in seven deaths.

Many other sad events have taken place. The
destruction of Wilbur Lake School in 1974 on
Victoria Street, a red brick building which stood in
front of the present Island Lake School. The old
Snail Lake Tavern on Snail Lake is now gone, the
old Gramsie farm on Gramsie Road is now black-
topped walkways and bikeways where the cattle
once roamed. The Jensen Farm is now the loca-
tion of the new Deluxe Check complex on Victoria
Street.

In that same general area on County Rd. E, the
Kurkowski farm was cut up and many new busi-
nesses now exist. The Sheriff's Department on
Rice and 694 expanded and moved to County Rd.
E near the Curtis 1000 facility.

The land where Roy Garin's Texaco Station on
Owasso Blvd. and Rice Street once stood, became
a bank, now a credit union. The Torch on Owasso
Blvd. and Rice Street is the site of a new Burger
King. Socco's grocery store on the north side of
694 on Rice Street is now a Phillips 66 station.
Across from the Phillips Station stands a small
shopping center and it was just recently announced
that the first pharmacy in Shoreview, located in
this center, will be closing its doors.

Heading north on Rice Street, Gramsie Square
Shopping Center has been built and the road
realigned.

Where Trudy's and the Circle S ranch were lo-
cated on Lexington Avenue now stands Nob Hill
Apartments and professional buildings. South of
Nob Hill Apartments, Deluxe Check built a huge
complex.

Target Greatland has just recently been built
just south of 694 on Lexington and the new Island
Lake golf course is now open behind Target.

On Lexington and County Rd. E where the old
asphalt plant was located, stands a shopping
center.

Across from the shopping center on County
Rd. E, Schooner Auto Repair resides and this was
once the site of the Karth House. Several new
businesses have sprung up on Lexington Avenue
just south of County Rd. E.

Out on Highway 96 we have a new Rainbow
Store going up, a Funeral Home has been erected,
and of course, our beautiful Shoreview Communi-
ty Center along with our spacious library is located
at Victoria and Highway 96.

There have been many changes in the park sys-
tem, both county and city. There has been com-
plete renovation of some of these parks.
Walkways and bikepaths have also been upgraded
and many have been added.

I'm sure there have been many more changes
but these are just the changes from my perspec-
tive. Last but not least, is the formation of our
Shoreview Historical Society which is growing ev-

ery year.
(Contributed by Ken Hof¥)

1995 Highlights

October Meeting

Marion Jameson, owner of Little Mountain
Village in Monticello, shared her love of both his-
tory and antiques. Ms. Jameson, a retired Wright
County Historian, has been collecting antiques for
45 years. Through her knowledge of antiques and
history, Ms. Jameson was able to assemble a small
village. Among the buildings on the property are a
German Haus (house), a Norwegian store, and a
log cabin. The property also has various gardens
and a barn with chickens. She entertained us with
many stories about her village and her antiques.

Slice of Shoreview Fund-Raising

The Shoreview Historical Society sold juice at
the Slice of Shoreview. The response from par-
ents and children alike was "Thank you for selling
something besides pop." We sold approximately
1000 containers of lemonade, cranberry juice, fruit
punch, apple juice, orange juice, and iced tea. Our
share of the profits was $255.14. Thanks tc the
volunteers who worked at our booth. We
wouldn't have been able to do it without you!




