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APRIL MEETING

Snail Lake School History

In 1987, Anita Rylander, a fourth grade teach-
er at Snail Lake School, decided to research the
history of School District #25 (now known as
Snail Lake Elementary School). "We knew we
were old but we didn't know how old!!", she said.
She applied for and received a grant from Educa-
tion Ventures, Inc. She and her 4th grade students
proceeded to locate some former students, par-
ents, and teachers. As a result of the students
questions, letter writing, and interviews, a book,
Snail Lake Elementary Centennial Memories, was
published. It contains photos, personal recol-
lections, copies of report cards and letters. It is in-
teresting to note that the 34 students in Mrs.
Rylander's class are all seniors in high school this
year.

On Thursday, April 20, Mrs. Rylander will
present a seminar detailing that historical search.
She will entertain us with videotapes of interviews,
and also share her vision and love of history (and
there may be a few surprises!). Plan on joining us
at 7:00 PM in the Council Chambers at Shoreview
City Hall. We encourage you to bring guests and
to notify anyone with Snail Lake School ties. We
hope this evening will be informative as well as
entertaining.

(by Jacci Krebowski, President/Program Dir.)

Date: April 20
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: City Hall

SHOREVIEW MEMORIES

A Typical Saturday Night at the Snail Lake
Tavern (around 1940)

The tavern was owned by the Springer family
of St. Paul and operated by Bill and Mary Sabin.
This was very convenient for Bill and Mary as they
had a small apartment under the tavern itself.

A typical Saturday started at dawn. Why, be-
cause it was time to go fishing with Ray and Ha-
rold Lundberg. In the meantime, Bill and Mary
were preparing for the Saturday night festivities.
Whenever the fishermen came back during the day
(or night), Bill always had them show off their fish
to anyone in the tavern as it helped rent his boats.

Prohibition was over so Bill and Mary had set-
ups, beer, and lots of food. Mary was a wonderful
cook, but especially known for her fried chicken.

At the end of the bar near the cash register,
people were shaking "14" which was very popular
back then. There was a punch board or two and
just over from the door a pinball machine was in
use. You would buy your slugs from the
bartender.

The three piece band would be tuning up.
There was always an accordion with two more in-
struments. When the music started, you would
dance the polka, schottishe, fox trot and the dip -
waltz, among other. One of the most fun couples
to watch on the floor were Thure and Charlotte
Holmberg. They looked like they were floating on
air. During the evening you might see the West-
lunds, the Russels, big Jack Granowski, Jack Sina,
Harold, Ray, and Albin Lundberg, the Gramses,
Nadeaus, Thompsons, Frank and Bob Fabianski,
Mannie Roney, the Mulkeys, Austins, George and
Martin Larkey, Kurkowskis, and many more.




Snail Lake Tavern (continued)

You could dance until 2:00 AM. Then it was
clean-up time and many times, after most of the
people would go home, some of the local crowd
would finish up by Mary cooking a fine after-hours
dinner.

Many fine hours of unwinding and long-lasting
friendships started at the Snail Lake Tavern...per-
haps some friendships ended there also. One nev-
er knows.

Contributed by Ken Hoff.

REQUESTS

Library News

As the new librarian for the Shoreview Histori-
cal Society, I have been busy organizing and docu-
menting our various leaflets, photographs, and
papers. It is a tremendous job, but very exciting.
We have material on TCAAP, some of the
churches and schools, and lake areas. What I
would like to see is more. If anyone has church
bulletins, school brochures and yearbooks, or in-
formation on local businesses they would like to
donate, it would be greatly appreciated. I hope
that by some time this year, a complete list will be
available on the Ramsey County Library computer
for access to everyone. Any contributions can be

sent to me:  Cathy Juneau
654 Birch Lane N.
Shoreview, MN 55126
490-5699

Oral Histories

If you or someone you know is interested in
sharing remembrances of Shoreview, including
family, event, or business histories, call Virginia
Lundgren at 484-5601.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Area Attractions...
What: Family Nature Walk

A self-guided tour through the wildlife
portion of the TCAAP property. Approxi-
mately 4 miles of trails. No bikes or pets
allowed.

Features views of prairie restoration, blue-
bird and wood duck boxes, and scenics over-
look of Shoreview and Marden Lake
wetlands.

When: May 6 and 7, 1995 (9 AM - 3 PM)
Where: Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant

Entrance off Highway 96
Cost: Free
Metro Attractions...

Dakota County Historical Society Museum. April
6 - May 15. 130 3rd Ave. N., So. St. Paul,
451-6260. Call for hours. Free. Exhibits:
Old Town & Wedding Customs and Cos-
tumes, Minnesota, 1900.

Front Porch Festival at Hastings. May 20, 8:30

——AM - 5:00 PM. 348 Historic-tour-of Hast-

ings. Front Porch Festival: Cruise on the
Mississippi, a wonderful lunch, a local melo-
drama and craft fair. Register with Shore-
view Park & Recreation, 490-4750.

Hennepin History Museum, continuing. 2303 3rd
Ave. S., Mpls., 870-1329. Exhibits: People
Who Make a Difference - People and Their
Objects; Prairie Metropolis - Live in a North-
ern City; Dark Times, Bright Visions - Ob-
jects from the Hands of Dakota and Ojibwa
People; Ghosts Along the Freeway - Wom-
en's Creative Pasttimes: 1885-1915.

James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave., St. Paul,
297-2555. Tours on the half-hour, 10 AM -
3:30 PM. Exhibit: Adolf Dehn Centennial

Exhibit.
Minnesota History Center, 345 Kellogg Blvd., St.
Paul, 296-6126. Exhibits: Minnesota

Through Artists' Eyes; On the Campaign
Trail; Manoominikewin - Stories of Wild Ric-
ing; Minnesota Almanac; Home Place Minne-
sota; Grainland; Minnesota A to A; A
Common Ground - Minnesota Communities.




e SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
c/o Doris Claeys
4957 Hanson Road
Shoreview, MN 55126
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. .case enroll me today as a:
___ Adult $10
___ Family $12
___Senier $8
___ My check payable to Shoreview Historical Society is
enclosed.

Name

Address

Phone

~~vould like to assist with:
[] arts/crafts
[] educational
[] fund-raising
[] graphics arts
[] interviewing (oral history)
[] office/clerical
[] photography
[] public speaking
[] research/data collection
[] video
[] writing
[] other




