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THE ARSENAL AS HISTORY

A couple of months ago, the
Shoreview Historical Society
received word that the
records of the Twin Cities
Ammunition plant would be
available for review and
copying. All that needed to
be done was to send a letter
formally requesting an
opportunity to visit. of
course, the Society Jjumped
at the chance.

In February, several members
went on-a tour of the plant
and were astounded at the
amount of data that was

available. The original
documents will be part of
the Army’s National

Archives, but copying of
records and photographs was
permissible.

The Plant kept detailed
records of everything.
Deciding what was applicable
to the Shoreview Historical
Society became a major
problem. The records were
in hundreds of filing
cabinets and filled entire
rooms. Another difficulty
was the short time frame in
which to review and copy
documents since most of the
documents are already being
removed.

The Historical Society has
put together a pamphlet on
items it felt would be of
interest to members. The

pamphlet will be available
at the April 22nd general
meeting. It is free to
members. A donation of
$1.00 will be asked of non-
members.

A speaker will be at the
April 22nd meeting to
present a program on the
historical significance of
the Twin Cities Arsenal
Plant. We hope to see you
all there - the presentation
will be very interesting.

SLICE OF SHOREVIEW - JULY 24

The Shoreview Historical
Society will have a display
at the Slice of Shoreview.
Since the event takes place
at Island Lake, the display
will emphasize the history
of that part of Shoreview.

Other events will include a
celebration for the 50th
anniversary of the Lake
Johanna Fire Department,
booths, food, children’s
rides, and fireworks.

The Historical Society needs
volunteers to help build the
display and to be at the
booth on the 24th. If you
can assist, call Jeanene
Hayes at 484-8433.

ORAL HISTORY REMINDER

If you or someone you KkKnow
is interested in sharing
remembrances of Shoreview,




call Doris Claeys, 484-2970.

SEABLOOM’S OF SHOREVIEW
PART II

This family’s Shoreview
roots begin in 1911 when 14-
year-old Hilmer arrived with
his father Louis from
Centerville, Iowa, to begin
farming a tract of land at
the southwest corner of
Turtle Lake and bordered by
Lexington Avenue and County
Road G2. The land had been
purchased by Louis’ brother
John, a physician from Red
Oak, Iowa, from a Civil War
veteran Dby the name of
Marsden. Marsden Lake (also
known as Mud Lake) on the
Arsenal property was named
after him.

The first year Louis and
Hilmer lived in the attic of
the house on the property
and used the first floor as
a stable, in European
fashion, until a new house
could be Dbuilt and the
younger children, , a boy,
Phillip, and two girls,
Helen and Martha, could move
up from Centerville. Louis
married his third wife, Anna
Anderson, from a neighboring
farm and whose home still
stands on G2 and is the home
of her nephew, Gordon
Anderson. They had one
child, Florence. His first
two wives, including the
children’s mother, Ida
Hjelm, had died and the
small coal mine he operated
with his brother, Peter, had
exhausted its potential.
And thus the move. Peter
had moved earlier to a farm
north of North Oaks and had
encouraged him to come.
Louis had originally come

from the family farm in
Varmland, Sweden, when he
was 17.

Gladys Zschiesche’s mother’s
family (Anna Carlson) came
originally from Sweden and
her father’s (William
Zschiesche) came from a part
of Germany near Dresden,
perhaps from a nearby
village of Zschieschen. The
people there are known as
Wends and have their own
special ethnic and cultural
history.

William Zschiesche was a
furrier in St. Paul and was
killed in an elevator
accident, 1leaving his wife
and children, two daughters,
Gladys and Grace, and a son,
Roy. His widow supported
her children by taking in
roomers and renting an
adjacent duplex.

Gladys and Hilmer met while
skating on Turtle Lake with
Reuben and Alice Larson and
were married in 1927. They
built a small three room
home on a corner of the
Seabloom farm where they
raised two sons, William and
Robert.

Gladys and Hilmer’s marriage
was one of country and town.
They saw their neighborhood
change from rural Mounds
View Township to suburban
city of Shoreview. They
were instrumental in
establishing the first
church in their area (now
Incarnation Lutheran), the
first 4-H Club, the first
Boy Scout troop. They saw
the change from rural one-
room schools to the Mounds
View District with schools
of over two thousand




students. The farm driveway
became Nottingham Street.
They were a depression

family who survived, Gladys

commuting daily to her Jjob
at Montgomery Ward and
Hilmer with his truck,
hauling milk from farm to
dairy, carpentry, fur farmer
and later school and church
custodian. Oon their small
3/4 acre plot they raised
vegetables and strawberries
for sale, at one time a
small tree nursery, and for
several years, pigs and
chickens. They sent their
children to college and, in
retirement, were able to
pursue their hobbies.

Hilmer died in 1988, at age
90. Gladys, 89, suffers
from Alzheimer’s Syndrome
and lives at Johanna Shores.
Hilmer’s sister, Helen, 89,
still lives on her farm near
Lindstrom and Gladys’
sister, Grace, lives in
Seattle, Washington. Their
son, Dr. Robert Seabloom,
Professor of Biology at the
University of North Dakota
and his wife, Nikki, AIDS
training coordinator, live
in Grand Forks, North
Dakota, with their two sons.
Their other son, Bill, a
psychotherapist and his
wife, Beverly, a
communication specialist at
Snail Lake School, live in
Shoreview, a five minute
walk from the family farm
and home. Their daughter,
Mary, is a doctoral student
in Family Social Science at
the University of Minnesota
and their son, Eric, is a
doctoral student in
Environmental Science at
Iowa State.

Bill Seabloom
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SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM
c/o Doris Claeys
4957 Hanson Road
Shoreview, MN 55126

Please enroll me today:

__ Adult $10
__ Family 12
___ Sr. Citizen 8

___ My check payable to Shoreview
Historical Society is enclosed.

Name

Address

Phone Number

sk sk sk sk ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

___ I would like to be on the Project
Committee

___ 1 would like to be on the Library
Committee

___ T would like to be on the Program
Committee

___ T would like to assist with:
___ arts/crafts
___ fund-raising
___ interviewing (oral histories)
___ office/clerical
___ photography
___public speaking
___research/data collection
___video
___writing
____other
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SHOREViEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING
THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 1993
7:00 P.M.
SHOREVIEW CITY HALL
TOPIC: THE ARSENAL AS HISTORY

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
c/o Jeanene Hayes

910 W. County Road E
Shoreview, MN 55126




