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MINNESOTA HISTORY CENTER
A GRAND PLACE

The new History Center is
now open. If you did not
have the opportunity to join
the Shoreview Historical
Society’s tour of the
building in September, take
some time on your own to see
what is there. The facility
is phenomenal.

Our tour started with an
overview of the architecture
presented to us by David
Nysteun, the Field Director
for the Minnesota Historical
Society and Jim Fogerty,
head of the Acquisitions
Department. Careful thought
went into the type of wood
and stone that was wused
within the building. It was
intended to compliment the
State Capitol which stands
picturesquely framed by one
of the History Center’s
windows.

While we toured those parts
of the building that will be
open to the public, perhaps
the most enlightening part
of the tour came when we
went back to the storage
rooms and labs used by those
who archive and preserve
Minnesota’s history. The
archives consist of three
very large rooms filled with
shelves, floor to ceiling.
One each of these shelves
are boxes containing
documents and materials

related to various parts of
our state’s history. Each
box is computer coded. When
anyone wants to view these
documents, a fax message is
sent from the library to the
archive room to pull that
particular box of material.
It is then taken upstairs
and given to the person
requesting the information.
The library tables are each
numbered so that the
librarian knows where to
find the individual making
the request.

Standing amongst those
shelves was somewhat
awesome. There seemed to be

never-ending rows of them
and all were filled to
capacity. We were assured
by Mr. Nysteun that there
was plenty of storage
capacity left in the other
rooms we did not see.

We next toured a laboratory
where papers are restored
and preserved. This room
contained a state-of-the-art
water filtration system that
is being looked at by other
national and international
museums as it is one of only
two such systems in the
entire world. The other
belongs to the Smithsonian.
To those of us not involved
in preservation, perhaps it
does not occur that water
used 1in the process must
contain certain elements
necessary : ol of the




preservation. The system
takes out unwanted elements
from regular tap water and
puts in those other elements
that are necessary for the
restoration of the document.

The lab also contained work
tables that had what
appeared to be elephant-
trunk-like pieces of tubing
hanging from the ceiling.
These tubes are ventilation
systems so that workers are
not overcome by fumes from
the chemicals they work use
in their work. The tubes
also contain lights to make
the work easier to see.

Although the exhibits in the
Center were not yet
complete, the finished parts
we did see indicated to us
that they would be wonderful
to view.

After the formal tour,
several members of the
Shoreview Historical Society
decided to check out the
research facilities. Users
are not allowed to bring
anything except pencils (no
pens) and paper into the
research area, not even
purses. There are lockers
available to store personal
belongings. When we were
there, the reception desk
had tokens available for use
in the lockers, so no money
was required.

This facility 1is ours to
use. As a historical
society, we are allowed to
hold meetings and events in
the building. The Board is
looking at holding our fall,
1993, general membership
meeting at the Minnesota
History Center. The purpose
would be to give us a lesson

on the use of the Center,
how to research, and an
opportunity to view the
exhibits and the rest of the
facility. Let us know your
thoughts on this plan.

DUES ARE DUE

The first full vyear of
membership in the Shoreview

Historical Society is
drawing to a close and it is
time to renew your
membership. The cost

remains the same as last
year:

$10.00 single membership
12.00 family membership
8.00 senior citizen

The renewal form is at the
end of this newsletter.
Please return it with your
check to Doris Claeys, 4957
Hanson Road, Shoreview, MN
55126.

As part of the renewal, you
have an opportunity to
indicate any committees you
would like to be on, or any
other assistance you would
like to provide to the
Shoreview Historical
Society. In order to assist
you in deciding which
committee interests you, a
short description of each
committee follows:

Project Committee - works
with the actual history of
Shoreview. Two projects are

currently under way: oral
histories and pictorial
histories. People are
needed to assist in

searching out photographs of
Shoreview’s past and also in
helping with oral histories.




The committee will be
working on a detailed
chronological  history of
Shoreview, trying to gather
information from as early in
time as possible.

Another project is to
capture events of today as
they are happening. These
will become tomorrow’s
history.

This committee also works
with the Slice of Shoreview
Committee.

Library Committee - once
oral histories, pictorial
histories, and other

information are gathered,
then the library committee
assembles it into a format
that is easily accessible to
anyone wishing to use it.
This means cataloging what
information we have, where
that information is stored,
and being available to
answer questions from
Shoreview residents, such as
"Do you have any information
O & &.5% " The Shoreview
branch of the Ramsey County
library has generously
donated space for storage of
our documents and shelf
space for any books or
pamphlets we may gather.
These need to be completed
from our end.

Program Committee - this
committee puts together the

four general membership
programs we have each year.
The program does not need to
be confined to Shoreview
history, but can be anything
that 1is history related.
The members of this
committee get together and
brainstorm ideas that are
then presented to the Board.

They are in the process of
developing programs for the
1993 meetings.

NEW BOARD MEMBER

Barb Kast has been appointed
to complete the balance of
the term remaining after
Lois Pollari’s resignation
from the Board this summer.
We welcome Barb and know
that she is going to be an
asset to the Board.

ELECTIONS

Each year the Shoreview
Historical Society will have
elections to the Board of
Directors. There are two
positions opening, each for
a three-year term. The
commitment is about one
evening per month. Anyone
interested in running for
these positions should
contact Nancy Cyr, phone
number 483-6939.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM THE

SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL
SOCIETY




THINGS TO DO

Visit the History of
Sportswear, University of
Minnesota St. Paul Campus,

Goldstein Galary, 624-7434.

SEABLOOM’S OF SHOREVIEW
PART T

Peter and Maggie Seabloom
moved to the area in 1909
from Red Oak, Iowa. Their
five children included
Conrad, who was 13 years
old. They bought a 160-acre
farm on the county line
(County Road J) and 1lived
there off and on until 1948.

In 1922, Conrad borrowed and
bought two Model .T trucks
and put himself in the milk-
hauling business. He began
by hauling milk from rural
farmers to the St. Paul
creameries. This was a big
improvement over the team-
drawn wagons.

In 1924, he bought 8.3 acres
in the northeast corner of
Hodgson Road and Highway 96.
He immediately built a truck
garage, barn and store.

In 1927, Conrad married
Betty Kessler and ordered a
$1,000.00 house from the
Sears Roebuck catalog. This
was shipped on a flat bed
railroad car from Texas to
White Bear Lake and built on
the corner of the lot.

The milk business developed
through the 1930’s and
1940’s when he sold out to
Land-O-Lakes. The old
corner store existed from

1925 to 1932. The "0ld
Spinning Wheel" night club
dance hall replaced the
store and was a popular spot
in the 30’s and until 1941
when Highway 96 was widened
and the building was in the
right of way.

In 1949 Conrad and Betty
built "Seabloom Jiffy
Market" on the corner. That
business existed until after
they sold the property to
the North Oaks Company in
1958.

Conrad and Betty developed
real estate during the
suburban boom following
World War II. White Oaks
Park on Hodgson, one mile
south of Highway 96, was
plotted in 1948 and about 25
lots were sold out at
$800.00 per lot. Lexicon,
on the Southeast corner of
Turtle Lake was not such a
speedy success, but 50 lots
were sold over an eleven
year period.

They enjoyed many
activities, including
gardening, landscaping, and
their three acre nursery.
Other activities 1included
the Boy Scouts, founding the
original Lutheran Church on
Co. Rd. G-2 at the old West
Hill farm gate, and fancying
big and powerful cards in
the roaring 20’s and 30’s.
Conrad served on the WWII
rationing board in White
Bear Lake.

Conrad and Betty raised
three sons. Jim, born in
1930, Jack (Conrad John),
baorn:+ in 9932, - anhd.Rogexr,
born in 1936. Jack went to
Snail Lake grade school and
graduated from White Bear




Lake High School in 1950.
After graduation he was
activated with his Marine
Reserve Unit and went to
Korea in December, 1950. On
December 7, 1951, he was
killed in action in Korea.
Jack is best remembered as a
pleasant, smiling, fair-
haired boy who enjoyed the
outdoors, accompanying his
Dad on hunting and fishing
trips. His loss was a great
personal tragedy to  his
family and friends.

Roger Seabloom

Shoreview Historical Society
Board of Directors

Jeanene Hayes, President
Jacci Krebsbach, Vice Pres.
Connie Shirkey, Secretary
Doris Claeys, Treasurer
Nancy Cyr

David Lukowitz

Virginia Lundgren

Patricia Sperl

Barb Kast

SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM
c/o Doris Claeys
4957 Hanson Road
Shoreview, MN 55126

Please enroll me today:

___ Adult $10
__ Family 12
__=8r. Citizen 8

__ My check payable to Shoreview
Historical Society is enclosed.

Name

Address

Phone Number

s ok sk ok sk ok sk ok ok ok sk sk ok ok

.___ I would like to be on the Project
Committee

__ I would like to be on the Library
Committee

___ I would like to be on the Program
Committee

___ I would like to assist with:
____ arts/crafts
___ fund-raising
___ interviewing (oral histories)
___ office/clerical
___ photography
___ public speaking
___ research/data collection
___video
___ writing
___ other

___ 1 would be willing to be interviewed
for an oral history. I have lived
in Shoreview years.
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Shoreview Historical Society
4600 North Victoria
Shoreview, Minnesota 55126




