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For the first time in over 15 years, 

our SHS newsletter was not  

produced by Don Follett, long time 

Secretary, Treasurer and unofficial 

photographer of the Shoreview  

Historical Society. His time and  

talent will be missed. I think you will 

enjoy reading the accompanying 

interview with Don. I asked our  

current Board - including new Board 

members Ann Dehn and Howard 

Statz to introduce themselves” to 

our readers. It’s always nice to have 

a personal connection with each 

other.  

Our Board also submitted articles 

for this edition of ShoreViews.   

We would like to invite our readers 

and members to submit stories for 

future newsletters - tell us your  

story - how you came to live in 

Shoreview, memories of an event  

or a place or a person would be we 

come!!! 

We also welcome suggestions for 

future nominations for the Heritage 

Family and also suggestions for oral 

history interviews. If you would  

rather not be interviewed but have  

a story to share, just email it to us!!! 

With our new home and office, we 

now have room to accept some 3-D 

pieces as well as photos and maps 

and ephemera. Check out the  

nostalgic display vintage items at 

the Shoreview Community Center.  

It will be sure to evoke some  

memories!!! 

 

 

 

 

 Don Follett 

Editor’s note: This issue of Historical  

ShoreViews is the first produced under a new 

editor, succeeding Don Follett. We thought 

we would turn the tables by asking Don a few 

questions, something he has done with others 

for the past 22 years. 
 

Q: What prompted you to become the 

SHS newsletter editor back in 1997?  

Much of my life has been in communica-

tions, including being a daily newspaper 

reporter for a few years, so it seemed 

like a job where I could be of help. I also 

had been editing two other newsletters. 
 

Q: In what ways can a newsletter help 

an organization like SHS?  

Since the members meet irregularly, 

keeping them apprised of goals and  

activities of SHS is helpful, underscoring 

cooperation and involvement. 
 

Q: Do you have a special interest in 

history?  

Yes, although I might have been slow in 

realizing it. I did minor in history, but 

those studies dealt mostly with WW II 

and post WW II. Mostly I read non-fiction 

history and politics; and have visited 

many of the former U.S. presidents’  

libraries and Civil War sites. 
 

Q: What were the challenges with the 

newsletter over the 22 years?  

We are always looking for interesting 

items about Shoreview and its people.  

I learned there are many seniors in the 

city who have lived here a long time,  

long before its development into a city 

and who were/are very committed to 

their city. 

continued on pg. 3 

Shoreview Historical  

Society Strengthens  

History Connections 

Recently the Shoreview Historical 

Society joined the American  

Association for State and Local  

History (AASLH), “a national  

association that provides leadership 

and support for its members who 

preserve and interpret state and 

local history in order to make the 

past more meaningful to all people”. 

They offer programs, workshops, 

speakers both local and national. 

Upon the recommendation of local 

societies, the SHS joined StEPS,  

standards and excellence program 

for history organizations. Their 

workbook offers a practical, self-

study format that allows our Society 

to review national museum  

standards while using performance 

indicators. Although the SHS is in 

the earliest of stages on our work-

book program, we are confident that 

this will be very beneficial. 

The Shoreview Historical Society 

has joined with other local societies  
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SHS Strengthens History  
Connections  

continued from front cover 
 

in forming a Ramsey County History  

Network. Since our first meeting in 

February, we have met in White Bear 

Lake, Maplewood, Little Canada and 

recently we toured the granary and 

dairy and blacksmith shop of the  

former J J Hill farm in North Oaks.  

We were also joined by  

Dustin Heckman of AASLH and and 

the editor of the Ramsey County  

newsletter Meredith Cummings  It is 

helpful to share information with other 

societies and also to see their  

museums and historical sites. 

Hopefully, the SHS will be hosting  

in late 2020!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoreview Historical  

Society Moves Forward 

with Exhibit Plan  

The SHS rehired our 2019 intern,  

Bridget Jensen, and requested that  

she draw up an exhibit plan for the  

Lepak/Larson house. Last summer,  

Ms Jensen developed an  

interpretive plan for the future  

farmhouse and its  proposed use  

as a museum. During that research, 

it was determined that the best era 

for the house was as a 1930’s-

1940’s farmhouse. The SHS will 

focus on implementing that plan  

and acquiring items for the  

proposed museum. Potential  

opening would be fall 2020. 

Lepak/Larson House Update 

Exhibit Plan Lepak/Larson House by Bridget Jensen 

Goals: 

Construction of a space dedicated to Shoreview’s history 

Promotion of the Shoreview Historical Society in the community 

Establishment of the Lepak/Larson House as a piece of Heritage Park 

Themes, Story, Explanation 

Shoreview’s History recognized and celebrated 

Subthemes 

Geography and content 

Community 

Daily Life 

There are 3 rooms that will be historically displayed thusly: 

Room 1 -  Entry Room - Geography and Context 

 Maps and photographs of geographical markers 

Room 2 -  Parlor - Community 

 Children, Schools, 4 H, Scouting, Gospel Hill Camp 

 Adults - Schools, lake recreation, Clubs/bars, gangsters, 

Room 3 -  Kitchen - Daily Life 

 Occupations, TCAAP, Preventorium,  

 Family businesses - Thompsons, Tobins, Schifsky’s beach 
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Membership Dues 

and Dues Renewal Form 

 

Name ________________________ 

 

Address ______________________ 

 

City __________________________ 

 

State, Zip _____________________ 

 

Phone ________________________ 

 

Email  ________________________ 
 

Please include your email address  

to receive your newsletter. This is  

a private list, SHS does not sell nor  

distribute. 
 

Dues are: 
 

Adult $15 - 3 yrs — $38 

Seniors $10 - 3 yrs — $25 

Student $10 - 3 yrs — $25 

Family  $18 - 3 yrs — $45 
 

Add $2 to cover postage for mailing 

the newsletter, if you don’t include  

an email address. 
 

Total amount $ _________ 
 

Historical ShoreVIEWS  

subscription included in dues. 
 

Please make your check out to: 

Shoreview Historical Society, and mail to:  
 

Bob Minton, 

5818 Prairie Ridge Drive 

Shoreview, MN 55126 
 

Additional tax deductible 

donations are welcome. 

You may also register for  

membership through our website: 

www.ShoreviewHistoricalsociety.org 
 

The Shoreview Historical Society was born 

in 1991 when a group of residents took an 

interest in preserving and recording both the 

important events in the city, and those that 

told of our city’s growth and the deeds of  

our people Since its inception, the society 

has worked to fulfill that mission. If you are 

interested in participating, please give any 

director a call. 

Don Follett   
continued from front cover 
 

Q: Can you think of some stories 

you especially enjoyed covering? 

In the city’s 50th year, 2007, we ran  

a lengthy series on all the past city 

mayors and their dreams of  

Shoreview that was history-intense. 

The SHS Heritage Family series  

allows us to learn more about early 

times here; we’ve run many personal 

profile stories like the one about  

35-year employee Carol Levy at the 

city’s Dairy Queen; another about a 

former resident-patient at the  

Preventorium told of a time long ago; 

and there have been several stories 

covering the experts on genealogy 

and ancestry-searching which were 

hopefully useful to members 
 

Q: I see you once lived near the 

former Cardigan Junction in  

Shoreview?  

Yes, that place has its own history--- 

and the trains that chugged by just 

yards from our house are a good 

memory as I have always loved 

trains. Over the years, with the help  

of many, SHS has built a nice photo 

collection of the station. 
 

Q: What were some of the  

memorable events in the SHS  

that you recall?  

Most of our program speakers have 

been top notch. I recall the much  

respected Prof. of Geography  

David Lanegran of Macalester  

College enlightening us about our 

area’s past and projecting our future 

as well. Also a program by the State 

Department of Natural Resources 

informed us of the changing terrain  

in Shoreview centuries ago. Author  

Paul Maccabee talking about his  

book “Dillinger Slept Here” drew a 

large crowd. Our programs are  

designed to educate and entertain 

and they usually do that. 
 

 

 

Q: Do you have a special single 

memory of SHS at the Slice of 

Shoreview?  

Yes, one year when former board 

member Ken Hoff and I were staffing 

a small SHS exhibit-tent, a very 

heavy windstorm blew down the tent, 

blew away many of our large mural 

photos we had displayed and left us 

drenched. 
 

Q: In what ways has the SHS 

changed over the last quarter  

of a century?  

Like with many volunteer  

organizations, new technology gives 

us a new opportunity to strengthen 

our collecting and storing of data and 

historical photos. Now, the new  

Lepak/Larson home gives the SHS  

a base of operations and provides  

increased exposure. Also, the new 

city library has provided a great  

setting for visiting speakers. 
 

Q: Will you miss volunteering with 

SHS, being the treasurer and  

secretary as well?  

Yes, but I expect to attend its  

programs and stay in contact with  

its members. 
 

Q: Any advice for new board  

members?  

Well, first--- showing up is important. 

That way everyone communicates 

better; and be proactive, help with  

the programs and projects SHS is 

planning, it can be very satisfying. 
 

Q: I understand your former  

company, CenterPoint Energy,  

has a community volunteer  

incentive program supporting  

local organizations?  

Yes, the company program awards 

employees/ retirees who volunteer  

for 40 hours or more in a year with a 

$300 grant to give to the organization. 

So, over the years that has counted 

up for the SHS. 
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Washstand, Basin and  

Ewer donated to the  

Shoreview Historical  

Society Lepak/Larson 

House 

This came from the farm home that I 

lived in during my childhood. We moved 

to this farm in Todd County MN when I 

was 1 year old, in 1932. This is a simple 

basin and ewer and seemed fitting for 

the Larson House. My great grandmother 

and grandmother lived in the house  

before we moved there, and it was there 

when we moved. I do not know the age 

of any of the pieces. My farm did not 

have running water until 1956. (We got 

electricity in 1945). This was in my  

bedroom on the second floor. I had many 

friends that stayed overnight at our home 

and so in early morning my mother would 

carry the ewer with hot water up to the 

bedroom so we could wash our  

faces.  
 

Of course there were piles of fresh  

towels to carry also. One time I had a 

slumber party in our haymow and my 

dad brought the hot water in ewer, basin 

and towels to the haymow! Of course,  

it was the same for many adult relatives 

and friends 

who came to 

experience 

the farm life. 

My mother 

was a won-

derful cook 

and baker 

and so we 

had much 

company! 
 

Beverly  

Seabloom 

Historical ShoreViews is published quarterly by the Shoreview Historical Society, 4600 N. Victoria St. MN 55126,  

for its members and friends. SHS board members are: Ann Dehn, Carol Gross, Jacci Krebsbach, Bob Minton,  

Lu Slaten, Howard Statz & Pam Videen. To join the society, contact Bob Minton 4818 Prairie View Drive  

Shoreview, MN 55126 or email: bmint99@gmail.com. Newsletter Layout & Design: Linda Tischer. 

Hello Friends & Neighbors!  

Once again the Shoreview community and surrounding suburbs  

enjoyed a great gathering at the Slice of Shoreview this past July.  

Special to note were the wonderful attendees who spent time sharing 

the nostalgia of our Shoreview Historical Society Tent.  
 

 This year a guest 

 book was provided 

 that recorded  

 comments and  

 new interest in 

 membership. On 

 display was the 

 history of the early  

 residents who  

 established  

 Shoreview from 

 what once was 

 country with farms 

and fields. Truly, your curiosity for history has inspired SHS to explore 

and share with you even more history of this community!  
 

If you wish to join our growing membership, donate items or volunteer 

as we establish a collections inventory, we would be most appreciative 

and certainly can use your help. Contact any board members!! 
 

Thank you for being connected to us through history!  

Lu Slaten, SHS Vice President 

 

Minnesota Historical Society Fall Events 

Shadow and Spirits of the Capitol Tour 

        Thur-Sat Oct 18.19, 24, 25, 26 - 6:30, 7, 7:30 8 pm 

Capitol Civil War Tour Minnesota State Capitol 

        Sat Nov 16 11 am & 1 pm 

Forest History Center - Grand Rapids 

        Spooky Timbers - Fri & Sat Oct 18, 19, 25 & 26 

Oliver Kelley Farm - Elk River 

        Harvest Days- Oct 17-20 

Historic Forestville - Mystery Cave State Park 

        Flashlight Cemetery Tour - Friday Oct 18 

JJ Hill House 

        Shakespeare’s Macbeth- Oct 18-Nov 17 

Sibley House 

        A Sibley Site Haunting - Oct 26  7-9 pm 


