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From the President 
       Trees for Reflection 
 As mentioned in the 
April newsletter, the Shoreview 
Historical Society has purcha-  

sed a tribute 
tree for our 
late board 
member Ken 
Wing- ard 
and it has 
been 
planted at 
Island Lake  

Park.  Ken’s   tree  and  other  

Drop By and See SHS at the Slice of Shoreview 
  It’s that time of the year—time for community fairs and good times. 
Among the many booths at this year’s Slice of Shoreview, July 25-27, will 
again be the SHS exhibit nearby the entrance at Island Lake Park.  
  This year’s exhibit will be a trifecta of SHS-history related items: 
Featured will be the Ramsey County Tree Tribute program in county parks 
and SHS’ participation; this year’s Heritage Family will have a presence as 
always; and the society will review its active year in education about the 
community we live in. There will also be some games for kids and more 
  Check us out and meet some of the members of the Heritage Fami-
ly on July 26 following the parade.  
  SHS has featured its activities at the Slice for more than two dec-
ades. 

  continued on page 2 
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Ancestors Traced Back to 16th Century France      10th SHS Heritage Family 
 

   Tributes for Cyril and Agnes DeMars’ Family; Ancestors Traced Back to France  
  Of all the many DeMars family members to 
attend the Heritage Family celebration in April, it was 
clear that Lorraine DeMars Brown was the family’s 
and audience’s favorite.  
  Lorraine, the only surviving child of seven by 
Cyril and Agnes DeMars, will be 96 this July-- but was 
most alert and displayed a good memory and recall of 
the days of nearly a century ago. 
  She is one of only a few surviving children of 
any past honored Shoreview Heritage family reaching 
back three generations in the last decade, the time 
Shoreview Historical Society program has been in 
place. 
  The Cyril and Agnes DeMars family also had  
perhaps the largest number of descendants of any of 
the predecessor Heritage families honored annually 
by the SHS. 
  What has become a joyous event, the De-
Mars’ kinfolk and others were treated to excellent vid-
eo history of the family produced by great-grand-
daughter Jenna Hinderer. 
  Following the video was a four family-member 
panel discussion of family history and life in Shore-
view.  Moderator  Donna Singleton, a daughter of 
Marvel DeMars Singleton, introduced a key member 
of each family  represented by the seven children of 
Cyril and Agnes. They, in turn, introduced other family 
members. In many cases, as with earlier Heritage 
families, some relatives hadn’t seen one another for 

 
a long time.  
  Roger DeMars, grandson of Cyril and Agnes, 
provided a recently updated family tree depicting the 
multi-generations and family growth. Roger’s father 
(Cy DeMars) was a former Shoreview  city  inspector.  
  Cyril’s mother, Seraphine St. Sauver, was 
born in Hugo, MN in 1864. Cyril, born in 1882 and 
Agnes (LaBarre) in 1884, were married in Little Cana-
da in 1904.The couple farmed 80 acres in what is now 
 

   (continued on page 4) 
 

 

 
 
Above, left to right, Lorraine DeMars Brown, Donna Singleton 
and Joyce DeMars Frattalone have a good time at the DeMars 
Heritage Family presentation in April. 



SHS  Member  Bob  Minton  Has  Lifetime of  Helping  Others
 

ob Minton is what you might call a “renais-
sance man,” though he probably would disap-
prove of the accolade. His interests have been 

many---and both professionally and within his com-
munity, he has devoted much of his life to activities 
that help those less unfortunate. 

    A resident of 
Shoreview and 
member of Shore-
view’s Human 
Rights Commis-
sion and the SHS, 
the soft-spoken 
retiree has been 
part of the city for 
the past 14 years, 
having retired from 
a post at the St. 
Paul United Way, 
where he worked 
primarily with allo-
cating funds to 
qualified     

    Bob Minton         agencies. 
  Helping Out in His Community   
  With a self-professed “interest in helping poor 
people,” Bob’s resume’ depicts a trail of involvement 
with those who have struggled. 
  Prior to his tenure with the United Way, he 
had been a long-time member of the priesthood and 
had served in the front lines, serving small Catholic 
parishes in the area.   
  A native of Kilkenny, MN, a small farming 
community near Faribault, Bob’s family moved to Belle 
Plaine when he was eight years old. Later, he enrolled 
at Nazareth Hall, a Catholic minor seminary (later 
purchased by Northwestern University), in St. Paul. At 
the school he pursued studies in philosophy and the-
ology and earned two bachelor of arts degrees in the 
1950s that required attendance at the Catholic Uni-
versity of Louvain near Brussels, Belgium. 
  After leaving the priesthood, Bob joined the 
Anoka County Community Action Program, whose 
thrust was aimed at helping low income persons get 
out of poverty. Later, he moved on to be with the St. 
Paul United Way for 10 years. 
  Following his work with the United Way, Bob 
had an accounting service he worked at for about 10 
years. Earlier he had achieved an MBA degree at the 
University of Minnesota, primarily as an adult night 
student. It was valuable in his United Way work and 
later on  when he did his private accounting work. "But 
that's over and I am officially retired now," he says. 
   

   
  Now in his second term on the HR Commis-
sion, Bob is “developing an interest in immigration 
issues, and hope to involve young people in some 
related projects.”  
  Still  having a busy calendar in retirement, 
Bob also devotes his energies working with the group 
Protect Minnesota. “Mostly my interests are those 
where there has been ‘gun violence’ in the home,” he 
says, having been with the group for a couple of 
years. The organization coordinates a variety of edu-
cational efforts aimed at all ages. 
  As to his interests in history, Bob is a past 
board member of the Sherburne County Historical 
Society, and with the Minnesota Historical Society he 
has been a recent volunteer judge of youth-created 
posters around the theme of racial justice. “I am 
amazed at what the young people can create today,” 
he says in admiration. And his reading choices” tend 
toward history and biographies.” 
  Bob’s wife of many years, Mary Jo, was a 
long time teacher in the St. Paul school system before 
retirement. She passed away in 2010.  
__________________________________________ 
From the president ----continued  
tribute trees will be identified with ribbons and a map 
for visitors at the 2014 Slice of Shoreview July 25-27. 
 This project is near and dear to my heart.  
When  my mom, Kay Stahl, died in 2003. some of her 
Shoreview friends purchased a tree for her to 

 be planted in Island 
Lake Park. The Society 
 also acquired 
trees to be planted in 
Island Lake for family 
members of board 

members: Doris Claeys, 
Ken Hoff, and  Peggy 

Wedell. 
 Mayor Sandy 
Martin’s mother, Lucy, 

has a tree at Lake Owasso, and, as the granddaugh-
ter of H.H. Chapman,  SHS board member Lucena 
Slaten has a tribute tree planted there as well. 
 Although the trees are not designated with a 
plaque, each donor receives a map of their tree loca-
tion as well as a certificate.  This program serves a 
couple of purposes: our parks are beautified with an 
assortment of deciduous trees and the families of 
honorees have a permanent place to visit and re-
flect.  What a wonderful living memorial ! For more 
info of the Ramsey Country Tree program, visit 
www.friendsofthepark.org. ------ Jacci Krebsbach  
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Oct. 12 Program 
    Happy Trails and Whoa There ! 
    It’s a Return to Yesteryear and  
    Circle S Ranch Memories 
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Annual Meeting Recaps Activities and Goals 
 

  A brief annual meeting message in April from 
SHS President Jacci Krebsbach highlighted the organ-
ization’s major activities during 2013-14. 
  She recapped the membership pro-

grams that included a history of Minnesota 
railroads; a Seniors (80 and Over) dessert 
reception; and a look  back and farewell 
to Kozlak’s Royal Oak Restaurant. In ad-
dition, she pointed out the SHS’s efforts 
to improve communications, now on line 
with an expanded and improved web site. 

         Thanks to a strong year of contributed gifts and 
grants, she reported that the SHS finances are in 
good shape. The treasurer reports showed 2013 ex-
penses of $2,494 compared to income of $5,655. 
  Jacci also praised the long-time service of 
former board member Peg Wedell, who recently re-
signed, but continues to be active member. She also 
thanked Shoreview Mayor Sandy Martin and the City 
Council for its continued support of the society. 
  At the upcoming Slice of Shoreview event, 
she said one emphasis will be SHS’s support the 
county’s Tree Tribute program.  
  Two incumbent directors, Pam Videen and 
Don Follett, were re-elected. Members interested in 
serving on the SHS board may contact any current 
board member, she said. 

They Still Talk About Dr. Ancel Keys 
  One time resident of Shoreview, Dr. Ancel  
Keys, is  widely quoted in a lengthy article in the June 
23 TIME magazine, describing recent research that 
views consumption of butter fat more kindly in one’s 
diet than past scientific findings. “Eat Butter” is the 
cover’s headline. 
  His research was also recently challenged in 
a June Minneapolis StarTribune newspaper article 
  Keys, an internationally-known physiologist 

who died in 2004 at age 
100, set forth dietary guid-
ance relative to a maintain-
ing a low fat diet for im-
proved health more than a 
half century ago. His re-
search has been debated by 
many in the health field. 
He is also credited with cre-
ating WW II K-rations. 
       Perhaps Shoreview’s 
most celebrated resident, 

Keys was a TIME magazine cover subject in 1961. His 
       Dr Ancel Keys                 residence was near  Owas-
so  Lake. (SHS member Peg Wedell  penned an article on 
Keys in Historical  Shoreviews,   July 2001) 
Toy Exhibit at Minnesota Historical Center 
 Gumby. Barbie. Slinky. Mr. Potato Head. and. 
Hot Wheels. The names of popular toys from the 
1950s, '60s and '70s capture the craziness, the joy, 
the sheer fun of being a kid. But beneath those nutty 
names are rich veins of nostalgia, memory and histo-
ry. Experience the toys and their stories through an 
exhibit at the Minnesota Historical Center, St. Paul 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

At The SHS Board Meetings . . . 
  Actions at recent SHS board meetings: 
+ approved new software orientation training for the SHS 

webmaster 
+ approved inclusion the Ramsey 
County Tree Tribute information 
program as part of SHS Slice of 
Shoreview exhibit. Also approved 

funds for purchase of a tree in the 
memory of Ken Wingard, ormer board member. 
+  accepted the resignation of long-time board member 
Peggy Wedell. who had taken temporary leave. Dr. Bert 
Larson completed Peggy’s term. 
+ discussed alternatives to mail ballots for annual elec-
tions. Noted  vacancies on current board. 
+ explored some early concepts on marking the SHS 25 
years in the community. 

DeMars Family-- continued northern Shoreview. (See Histori-
cal Shoreviews, April 2014.) The 
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farm had previously been owned by Agnes’ parents. 
  Their barn was the site of many dances with dance bands and 
many of the DeMars grandchildren recalled clearly the good times 
shared at the dances and other events. A carpenter by trade, Cyril 
would go on to work on the Foshay Tower in Minneapolis and the Hoo-
ver Dam in Nevada. 
  Mayor Sandy Martin was on hand to congratulate the family and 
its rich history, and to also thank the SHS for holding its annual Heritage 
Family program. 
            +       +   +   + 
 
 

Donna Schoeller, right, helps her great “Granny (Marie) Labarre,” butcher 
chickens circa 1941 in the farmyard in Mounds View, later Shoreview. Donna’s 
mother was Marvel DeMars Schoeller,   Photo submitted by Joyce DeMars 
Frattalone 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Over the Years---10 Heritage Families Honored.  
  Looking back on its 10 Heritage families the SHS has 
honored, it’s interesting to note a diversity of ethnic backgrounds -
-- Irish, Scandinavian, Polish, French, and German are among 
nationalities represented. In addition to farming, there were also 
many different occupations held by the families’ main wage earner. 
  They were farmers, tradesmen, businessmen and others 
who worked for county’s larger employers.  
  Most of the families were large and it would be a natural 
outcome that many families were related to one another, though it 
may be only as a distant cousin. 
   Turtle Lake was a focal point for several of the families. 
Geographically, the families are from all parts of existing 
Shoreview, itself a youthful city in the state marking just 57 years. 
Several of the families also have their own interest in history, 
doing extensive genealogical research.  
  Among the general criteria the SHS uses for Heritage 
Family selection is based upon  longevity (two generations or 
more); a contribution to the local community through civic or other 
organizations; its land holdings (may be a significant part of the 
community’s growth); and members of the family may have served  
the community in key roles. 
  SHS members and the general public are encouraged to 
submit a nomination for a future Heritage Family. Contact  SHS 
Secretary Don Follett for a nomination form. 

     SHOREVIEW HISTORICAL                                        
SOCIETY 
       MEMBERSHIP/DUES OR                   RENEWAL FORM 
 Name  _______________________ 
Address _____________________ 
City, State, Zip ________________ 
Telephone  ___________________ 
Email address  ________________ 
Indicate choice of membership 
            Annual Dues 
  __    Adult         $15   - 3 yrs --- $38 
  __   Sr. Citizen  $10   - 3 yrs --- $25 
  __   Student      $10   - 3 yrs --- $25 

  __   Family        $18   - 3 yrs -
-- $45 
          Additional tax 

deductible  
           donations  are 

welcome. 
          Cut out and  mail with 

check to: Shoreview 
Historical Society, c/o Pam 
Videen, 4305 Parkview Ct., 
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127. 
For Volunteer 
opportunities: (Call   651- 
483-2416  or  651- 490-
7510). 

 

A Historical  ShoreViews 
subscription is included in 

dues.  
The Shoreview Historical 

Society was born in 1991 
when a group of residents 
took an interest in 
preserving and recording 
both the important and 
informal events in the city, 
and those that told of our 
city’s growth and deeds of 
our people. Since its 
inception, the society has 
worked to fulfill that 
mission. If you are 
interested in participating 
on a SHS committee or on 
its operating bo- ard, 
please give any director a 
call. 

 
____________________________ 
Historical ShoreViews  is 
published quarterly by the Shoreview 
Historical Society, 350 W County Rd. 
96, Shoreview, MN 55126, for its 

members and 
friends. SHS board 
members are Mike 
Cunningham, Don 
Follett, Dian 
Gardner, Jacci 

Krebsbach,  Lucena Slaten, and Pam 
Videen. To join the society, contact 
Pam Videen, 4305 Parkview Court, 
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127. To 
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contribute items, contact editor Don Follett, Tel: 651-490-7510 email: 
DHFCVF29@comcast.net or  mail: 3772 Rustic Place, Shoreview, MN 55126. 
  
 

  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


